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MARCHING TO CHURCH

N New York City last February, 1 walked
rapidly through a slice of Columbia Uni-
versity. To many readers of this Magazine,
Columbia will ring the bell of recognition since
itz Dean of General 5l1lli'il;"5 is Ihr :]:rnamii' ﬂl“‘t
respected Clifford L. Lord, For me Columbia
has an additional hold; it wasz here that |
marched to church,

During World War I the military dipped
down into the colleges to pick its officer can-
didates, Green and gﬂng]ing. I was senl o
midshipmen’s school at Columbia. The school.
ir‘llb’_ we ili:t&['_l.-da!.' wonders received there was
good; it had purpose, content, and tonghness,
The regime was rigorous. Only in trving 1o
convinee us landlocked fledglings that the fif.
teenth floor of a dormitory was a “deck,” the
elevator a “lift,” and the dining room a “mess
hall.” did the Navy zo a little overboard.
And on Sunday we marched to church,

Sunday waz a day of general relaxation,
The unlucky ones kept watch over the multi-
storied dormitory while the majority headed
oul o see \-1'“' 1I-urk.. Drl Sllnftﬂtf I“\'i‘ning.
after the dormitory had collected her brood,
church services called them out again. Some
who had particularly enjoved their day in the
hig city did not remember much about the
service, Others who had kept the dormitory
“ehip” afloat were impressed and awed by
this urban religious experience. | remember
that we marched to church,

Church was not far from the University,
whether vou went to the Catholic or Protestant
service, Thosze of uz who went to Hiverside
Church had about four blocks to march, and
we did zo with gusko, Hj!l:.!il'l":' IR l'l]u:ll{'y:a_
marching =ongz, and related music. Hup, 2,
3.k Hup, 2. 3, 4—marching to church.

At the time it pever oceurred o me that
there was something incongruous in march-
ing to a religious service, How else could a
bunch of Navy trainees get to church? Now
it seemz like laughing at a wedding, yelling
al a funeral, or whispering during a silen
praver. Even il it had occurred to me, |
should probably have dismissed it as irrele-
vant,

I{ET[‘in ]il;'.? H Flr‘"".'ﬂ}]ijﬂg ;hru}:l]l‘m EL:II‘ I'l.;."v-
torians—that an evenl, whether it belong to
the hiztory of an individual or of a nation,
should go unnoticed or seem irrelevant at
the moment of its happening but seem incon-
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gruous and significant after the fact. How
can we explain the unknown and unimportant
1o our contemporaries when it suddenly he.
comes apparent and important? The hest
1'xamp[r of this ETOWS oul of the remarkable
Constitutional Convention and the extraor.
dinary document it drew up in 1788, Political
parties were an irrelevancy or an anathema
1o the founding fathers and =0 our Constitu-
tion ignores them, Historians have been hard
pressed to find a founding father who recog-
nized  the importance of |H.r|'1t:ii'.|][ purties;
James Madizon, author of the 10th Federalist
paper, comes the closest, but hiz allusion is o
economicallv-motivated factions and does not
quite fit. Historians must then seck an ex-
plﬂnatinn of the inq‘nng_ruil_}' of political parties,
which existed both belore and after 1788, in
data which was unnotived or irrelevant at the
time.

A more specific example comes up in Stan.
Il";ﬁ' .F_I.Ek.i.l'lﬁ. }}ﬂﬂk._ ..‘;ltﬂl'l"f}'; .-4 I’”J!J{f:ﬂ'r JI" .‘IJTI('J"'
tean Institutionel and Iatellectual Life (Chi-
cago, 19501, in which he tries to explain the
institution of slavery from points of view un.
realized at the time, He uwses modern soei-
alogical and pevehological information, exam.
ining slavery as a community. a concept of
which slaveholders and slaves alike were |rar1'|}'
aware. FElking' insight= are illuminating be-
vause he recognized the incongruity of a vom-
munity in the system. The unnoticed or ir-
relevant becomes significant and the history
of an era becomes more intelligible,

This is the process which keeps history
alive and vital. Tt can be useful in the study
of local institutions where the insizhtz of a
new generation, vight there in the community,
are keener becavse of proximity, The article
bv Peter Harstad in the last issue of this
Wagazine, “Disease and Sickness on the Wis-
consin Frontier.” is a case in p{rinl. How in-
congroous that malaria would bhe rampant in
this state; how fulile were the efforls to stamp
it out. And how necessary that we learn about
the incongruity and the futility which was
such an im]mrlunt prarl of the life of 1'ur|:.'
Wisconsin aettlers,

What was unnoticed or irrelevant might
now =eem incongruous—and important. Like
marching o church. looking back in this
way can have meaning and he memorable,
[t can be [un, too, LHF. In.
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LIVESTOCK DOCTORS, 1850-1890:

By Eart W, HavTer

THE DEVELOPMENT OF VETERINARY SURGERY

RIOR to the emergence of the scientifically

trained veterinarian in the latter part of the
nineteenth century, one of the most acute and
economically crippling problems facing the
American farmier was that of llness and dis:
ease among his livestork. Eternally confronted
with the normal accidentz and ailments com-
mon to all farm beastz, he was Turther besel
by the imminence of epidemics and maladies
which often devastated whole areas of the
nation. Many ol these scourges, when they
struck, ook a fearful toll of the farmer’s horses,
caltle, hogs, -hl'l,'il. and F-u|.1|l1'\'. It was not
uncommon  for enlire communities
their domestic animalz actually wiped out by
dizease,

In such a crsis the farmer was foreed to
|'|.'|_'|' i Fllll‘" Wi I'ri'IEIIr!ii' li.l]'.‘-'.ll‘\uEl".l:"_"..\I ”.:""i.l.“}.
an amalgam of tradilional superstitions and
COMIMON SENEe—or
one of the variety of practitioners commonly
referred to as “hoss" doctors or cow-leeches
who cither lived in the community or whao

lon have

il that failed. to resort 1o

were quack veterinarians passing through in
search of F-n::.-aihlu\ customerzs. From the 18500
unlil the LAWY when primitive practices be-
man o give way to scientific procedures, il
was these early predecessors of the trained
velerinarian o whom the Tarmer turned for
such livestork medical service as he could not
perform himsell,
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In the western sections of the country the
problems posed by illness and diseaze were
further aggravated by the conditions wnder
“Ilii'}l illl.ir“-al.:"' Wiere t.i.'l.]lH"[ ﬂ]ld l'l"'ruE!‘lL .";i:ll.l.""\I
many statez had so-called herd laws requiring
each larmer Lo fenee out all livestock in order
to protect crops, stock roamed widely on the
o Under such herding
conditions 11 was quite cerlain that maladies

praivie  pastures.

once ||‘.‘=:'|.||| "'."l.l.:lii :‘}Jl."'ﬂ‘! 1.'3:‘”?' iir“l Ell' filr'
reaching. Furthermore, since many farmers
and a grealer number of breeders provided
no shelter other than an occasional strawstack.
the animals were compelled to forage outside
all winter without regular food and water. One
Western observer remarked that a large per-
‘l't'-'l[”_‘_"" 1‘[ Ii'l'l':‘"t”l'k. i” ||i!'| |area Hl'lll:!ll:n' |i"|'l2'|"|
“in a condition approaching a state of nature.”
Another described the situation more {ully
when e asked. “How Tong will Turmers neglec)
iy lrll:l' I|1I' M CEssaTY r'll'l'l:'{III'il'.lll L] |'||'1_H.r_-||[
starvation and disease from ravaging their
stock-yards in the spring season of the year?
There were thousands of cattle in our State
last spring but just able to creep around, and
theusands more had fallen prey 1o slarvation

anil r:|i.-|'.'l.-e',“'

' Northwestern Farmier and Horticaltaral Jogrnel
Pabacgue, lowa ), 4:313-214  July, 18591 ; Natione!
Live:Stock Journal (Chicage), 5:255 (July, 1874):
ﬁI "'II.I"E‘-.III.I'J j‘rjlf.l.'l.l I I%rll'ﬁﬂ" ilIl". [_lnl'l}l[l _.\:-I'II|;|_-|L;LF:
2:70-80 { May, 1878)
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In addition to the problems growing out of
epidemics and neglect there was also the prob-
lem of accident and injury which in many
cases required some form of medical zervice,
It was fairly common for horses to become
Ul { ] t.ﬂ HF]{"" irl hﬂ I'IH'TI-'“"II re r("m'l'"-._, JII'L['LI I‘I‘il]g
serious and permanent injury; hogs—the most
difficult of all farm animals as far as enclosure
was concerned—were habitually dogged by
the canines of the neighbors, cavsing not so
many deaths as large gaping wounds and the
loss of cars. The farmer’s ahtt:p al=o were at-
tacked unless attended by a shepherd night
and day, and even with expert attention an
entire flock might be killed or zeverely
wounded in a single night by marauding
dogs® One writer contemprtucusly stated that
apparﬂnll}' thq' :h‘rg was Lhe un]!.‘ vreature on
the farm able to withstand all onslaughts of
“dizeaszes, distempers, doctors, drug stores and
death.”

Moreover, the cruel manner in which live-
stock were handled and even mutilated by
their owners while disciplining them often re-
quin?li the services of the local animal doctors,
Numerous contemporary accounts record the
“inhuman treatment practiced upon  dumb
animals by their owners and at times it was
necessary for the editors of farm publications
o intercede against the cruelty and excessive
brutality.”™® Animals were beaten “unmerci-
fully and . . . crippled and ruined for life™
in order to satiate the passions of their han-
dlers, one Western journalist noted. Often
overled or not fed at all and frequently driven
hard and |:u1g until Lh-.'}' wire near exhavstion,
they were then exposed to the elementz by
being made to stand far hours hitched to a
post in the street without further food or water.
o common were these actions that they began
to altract attention beyond the local communi-
ties: in time there were Anti-Cruelty Societies
formed n the various states to cope with the
pnﬂﬂ&m.‘

EFiek's H'rjn.!.ir[:. .‘-fuml:l-m? ﬂ“m'hf*ilr“l‘, N. \_I,
4:00 (18810 ; Culiivater and Conntry Gentleman (Al
banv, N. Y.}, 48:478 {(June 14, 1883); Breeder's
razette (Chicage), 5455 {March 30, 18821, Animals
were killed and injured in large numbers on the un-
fenced railroad right of ways during this period. See
also Earl W, Hayter, “The Fencing of Western Rail-
ways,” in Agriculmural History, 19:163 (July, 1943,

" Natione! Live-Stock  JSouenal, 1:2  (September,
18700 ; Towa State Agricultural Society, Repore, 1873,
M) ihid., 1874, 234-235.
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0 DEAL with these difficulties—epidemics,

accidents, cruelty. and neglect—the farmer
and stockbreeder had to resort to whatever
service they could find. At beat auch service
was limited, since even as late as 18%) most
localities lacked a trained veterinarian. But
strange as il may seem, even had one been
within driving distance. most farmers would
have preferred the “hoss" doctor. cow-leech,
or the community quack,

A fair characterization of thesze local prae-
titioners would be that as a group they were
too indolent to labor and otherwize too inrom-
petent to obtain an honorable living except in
the held of so-called animal doctoring. Their
right to practice upon dumb creatures stemmed
from no formal training. zince most of them
were wholly uneducated, but rested instead on
intangibles of natural instinet or revealed e
ligion attributed to them by the rural com-
munity. Because during the final decades of
the last century people were go ignorant in
regard to medicine, az applied to both man
and Dbeast, they were superstitious in their
estimate of its powers and of the qualifications
of its practitioners. They believed some men
were born 1o be doctors, having been endowed
by heaven with a certain tact and with a
virtue in their touch which obviated the neces-
sily af patient observation and studv.® It
would not be difficult to understand., th{'rrfnrr.
how this group of practitioners would indulge
in ease and avoid exertion, when they had a
constituency that was steeped in zuch a phil-
osnphy,

Theze rural medicine men were recruited
from one of several possible sources: (1) they
may have been former !"-tl'.i.llll'i’.l‘t.‘i.li‘.rﬁ, whao,
after consulting a farvier’s guidebook and
learning a few techniques of treating animals,

* dmerican Stock-Journal and Farmers' and Stock.
Breeders” Advertiser (Parkesburg, Penn b, 4:3 (Jan-
uary, 18689): Nevional LiveStock Joewrnal, 3:500
{ November, 18721 ; Scientific American {New York),
27:83 {August 10, 1872), Some (armers “allow the
shoed to be worn just as long as they will stay on:
often letting a poor horse do hard work with three,
two, or even one shoe on"” Nebrasha Farmer, 4:115
(Mav, 1880}, Despite currenmt opinion 1o the con-
trary, bronche riders were often cruel and intemper-
ate, on occasions beating their horses severely, Rocky
Maountain  Hushondman  (White Sulphur Spring,
Montana Territory), June A, 1882,

' Western Farmer ( Madizon, Wiz ), 6:153 (March
5. 1887V : Medical Counselor (Columbus, Ohio),
2:154-155 {February 16, 1856),
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began labeling themselves “hoss" doctors; 12}
they may have come from a group of skilled
horsemen known as “fallen coachmen” and
since they, at least in the farmer's mind, had
once belonged to this class which “know all
about a hoss,”" it was only natural that they
should assume a fairly high status—even
higher than that enjoyed by the trained vet-
erinarian: or (3) they may have woarked [or
a period with a practitioner who waz also a
part-time blacksmith, \eamster, groom. plough-
man. or “physic-monger”—the  latter |rr."tr|;_[
known as a rural drogeist or chemist, With
such backgrounds they were considered by
farmers and breeders as suitable for the so-
called honorable art of “bleeding, blistering,
burning and physicing.™®

El'uli'lt_"p' became the pattern of these bogus
doctors to an extent that staggers the imagina-
tion, lapecially does this seem strange in the
case of horses which were not only loved by
most individuals hut which also enjoyed the
highest prestize of all farm animals., It
difficult to understand why such barbarous
techniques of treatment as bleeding, blistering,
IJuruinp‘ and the like were I}Pr[urmurl or £@ven
tolerated unless it was due to the fact that by
1875 there were estimated 1o be in the country
as @ whole not less than 500 quacks and cow-
leeches 10 every qualified veterinarian,” Fur.
thermore, according to Dr. 1), E. Solmon,
one of the leading contemporary velerinary
surgeons, il was impossible to develop sufficient
public opinion among the rural people o out-
law this cruelty to their livestock.

For centuries, bleeding to alleviate certain
human ailments had been common among
physicians, Although by 1865 this ancient
practice had just about run its courze as far
as human surgery was concerned, it continued
to be used on farm animals in the rural areas
of the nation. where 'l.'l:‘:Eli.Et'F of traditionalism
still prevailed. The extent and importance of

IS

* Nutional Live-Stock Jowrnal, 1:137 { lanuary,
18711 ¢ Frairie Farmer (Chicago), 21:000 [ February
15. 18681 ; Moore's Rural New-Yorker | Rochester),
37:295 (May 11, 1878).

" National Live-Stock fouwrnal, 10:378 {September,
IT9) s Nebraxka Farmer, 2:79-80 (May, 1878}, Sheep
with gruli in the head would have a wire Tun up
their nostrils in order to dislodge the parasite, or
would be ehut up in a tight reom for many houre, in
the expectation that the foul air and heat wonld drive
out the grube, lowa State Agricultural Seciety,
Repart, 1874, 234-235,

LIVESTOCK

161

DOCTORS

the custom is well described by a livestock
reporter who stated that there were Tew horses
that did not bear several scars, each testifying
lo a separate operation at the hands ol an
ordinary horseman or a farrier. Regardless
of the animal's age. condition. or disease. the
practitioner always seemed o discover that it
required depletion, and thus he earned a fee
by performing an easy operation.® When
bleeding was resorted to for such ailments as
blind staggers, colic, dysentery, inflammation,
or a host of others, one o two quarts should
have been the maximum; some “hlecders”
however, went far beyond this amount and
bled the animal until it could hardly stand
alone. What should have been repulsive 1o
owners and neighbors alike was. on the con-
trarv, sanctioned by both. The technique was
per[urmﬂl, as one writer has described it b‘ll-'
the zurzeon “holding up the stable pail to
catch the vital current which they allowed to
flow until the poor animal actually staggers.
. . The strangest fact is that most owners
love to see the purple life drained as long as
the horse can stand. . . . There are, . . . too
many persons . . . morally certain that every
quadruped in their possession will be bene
fited by losing a gallon or so of blood three
or four times a year.™

Another favorite practice in the “hoss"
doetor’s repertory, and one which was used
extensively as a catch-all for many livestock
ailmentz, waz known as firing, burning, or
blistering. In any of its variant forms the
process was an opetalion requiring no particu-
lar skill, such as the use of a surgeon’s knile,
but was performed with crude irons designed
in some crossroads blacksmith shop. Instead
of irons, the more humane practitioner might
substitute a blistering corrosive of hiz own
f'"l'li:""lil;ll]. Firirlg i¥r IT"TI'I:il'lF_: “"illl iruIL'ﬁ WHs
u:.u.ull:.' an attraction for the rural I'_l‘j.’:tl‘.alll:i!:r:l
and rarely failed to produce a show,

Firing was used lo correct a dillieulty called
lampas that often appeared in horses’ mouths,
A congestion of the mucous membrane of the
hard palate back of the incisors, this condition
was due no doubt o the aftermath of H'rlhing
in voung horses and to digestive disorders in

" American Steck-Journal and Fermers' ard Stock-
Breeders” Advertiser, 2:15-16 ( January, 1B67).
F i,y Nebraskn Farmer, 1:77 (April, 1860).
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older ones. Usually it cavsed some temporary
interference with the animals eating habite
and its owner, seeing the swollen condition of
the animal’s mounth, would turn te the “hoss™
doctor if there were one available; otherwise
he would =olicit the services of the community
blacksmith. In thiz latter case the technique
of firing was to hold a red-hot iron against the
roof of the animal’s mouth until it was burnt
in a most barbarous manner: I|'|r*n._ if the heast
did not regain hiz appetite within a reasonable
time, the process might be repeated.’ Despite
the fact that this operation was eruel and tha
leading veterinarians throughout the nation
constantly inveighed against it as wseless, the
farmers, apparently oblivious to the scientific
explanations and admenishments, continued to
patrnn[zﬁ these nt‘ighimrfhm:l doclors,

(hther practives of these “roasting velerin-
arians,” as they were often referred to by the
more intelligent members of the communily,
were their methods of administering to the
ﬁl}ﬂ.ri.jl lll1[] fETIgIl"I’ll" :]i:u)i’l‘l.?rs S I}r'f““ rﬂunfl
among work horsez, The common treatment of
this hone ailment was either to burn with the
irons the diseased part of the bone thought to
have caused the lameness, or to administer
some potent caustic medicine, A few practi-
tioners became specialized at this business and
acquired some prominence in the feld: one
in lowa had a reputation as being the great
“bone melter,” while another gained renown
for 4 medicine he devised to cure these dis.
orders and sold under the name of “Magic
Bone Dhisolvent,” The claims of effectiveness
for these various concoctions were such thal
one doctor went =o far as to promise that his
remedy would absolutely correct the bone ail-
menls within a few hours without bliztering
or even irritating the skin! ™

Another ailment which the doctors treated
was a condition, or an imaginary disturbanee,
labeled “wolf-teeth™ by country folk. This con-
cerned a supplementary set of teeth which ap-
peared in voung horses but which in most

T Moore’s Rural New-Yocker, 37:375 (June 15
1878 : American Agricaltarizt (New York), 40:271
{July, 18811,

" Northwestern Farmer and Horticaltural Tournal,
6:203 (June, 18600 : American Agricufiurist, 39:6-7
( January, 1880, In firing for founder the frog of
the foot was eleaned, turpentine applied, and then
ignited. See Nefraxka Former, 1:29  (November,
1830,
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vases dropped oul rather early. However, while
the teeth were present, the eves occasionally
had a tendency to swell and 1o show signs of
irritation. Farmers not knowing the insigni-
ficance of this phenomenon frequently hecame
alarmed—there was a traditional beliel that if
the teeth were not removed they would cause
blindness—and called upon the horse docior
to administer his cure. With his large punch
and hammer the doctor would =et to work
knocking out the offending teeth and leaving
an almost ineredible state of ‘.-'lIHt'I']IIIE. }Jilit!‘
and mutilation.*

Finally there was an ailment. less prominent
than those previously described, called the
“hooks.” When a horse had some trouble walk-
ing. which might be due to any number of
causes such as a sprained back or weakness
from being overworked. the owner was often
erronecusly led to believe by the “hoss™ doctor
that the fault lay in a diseased eve, whereupon
the doctor proceeded to remove the niclaling
membrane, or inner evelid. When performed
by the local practitioner the result was sually
barbaric mutilation, often followed by the loss
of sight.** One of the leading Western veter-
inarians, Dr. N. H. Paaren. outraged hy these
FTar'tir‘E':q, Was Flrﬂ'ln'l'llﬂ"fl 1.U n'mark 'Ln IBH"
that such a cruel operation demonstrated that
in the curing of animal diseases men still
had not progressed very far along the road
toward civilization.

Additional weapons in the arsenal of these
putatiw_- doctors were the strong purgnﬁ“'ﬁ
and drenches wsed to combat some of the
more common indispositions of horses. Un-
fortunately these men had no conception of the
unscientific nature or the debilitating charac-
ter of these so-called cures, nor did they seem
1] r:ﬁnugnim* the evil results which Tollowed
their free use. A noted velerinary surgeon,
writing in one of the journals, declared 1o his
readers that if he should inform them of the
horrible doses sometimes administered to poor
5uﬁ'ering hrutes it would be unbelievable, An-
other comparable authority. writing in a more
popular magazine, stated that these nostrums
were “poured down the animals™ in seazon

@ Maore's' Rural New:Yarker, 37:375 (June 15,
18781 3 Natfonal Live-Stock fowrnal, 102340 { Angust,
1879, 11:332-333 ( August, 1830).

L Mrmrrﬂ’x Rmru’f ."l:'vu'-l'rr.l.l Juf!’. -3? '.37.': {Jlll‘iﬂ 15,
18781,
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The Cow-Doctor, an engraving jrom the American Agriculiorist, fume, 1875,

and out, and had been for centuries, whether
the heorses sick;
the noxions mixtures had no positive bearing

wiere well or in most cases
on the health of the animal. Among the favor-
ite articles found in the purges of these local
teamsbers, Sroomms, oo hmen, and |-|f|u;_r|||m-1|

sometimes called  doctors—were  dragon’s
blood, black antimony, sulphur. spices, and
condimentzs of all kinds mixed tozether in vari-
ous unsavory concoctions. In osome parts of
[hl' counbry =I|l|||_; I'||i|||'|':’|| FII’I-.-\--IH-\-. H-:'ia.l-. :Illll
preparations of arsenic, anlimony, and mer-
cury were forced down the struggling beasts.”
For such complaints as were commonly in-

cluded in the diagnoses as colie, bots, and the

wrmal and Farmers'
L1608 (June, 18691 |
A\ Veterinarian Sorgeon,”
2:334 (MNovember, 1857

pdive 3
ri’ Adversizer.
d Chance for
Togrmeal,
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three standard [l'.lililil'll'i.'i.l liwrhi-

like

niques were used in administering a physic.

Wi o

When chemicals were administered in solid
form the most prevalent method in ose was
called the “hall,”™ The dose in the form of an
ablone af soft hlll

tough enough to retain its shape and wrapped

Mdss rather congistence
up in thin paper, ordinarily ran from one-hall
far down in the

-iron which held

to one ounce and was placed
I|II'II._I,I, |-'|' Means of a |.-._I||i||:_'
the mouth open, The ball’s contents were os-
L '|-i|-!} secrel, bt iH'|Il-.l.”_'| the elements were
known by most horsemen: in fact, the physic-
mangers were quile willing to sell the minerals
to almost anyone., When the drench was ad-
’.Ili'li-ll'l'-.'-| i"'l-ll'.l-:| IIF Ihl' |'-.'I|!. |||i"' |'|t!'||'-'|-:'1i|'-||
wis usually poured down the animal's throat
from an ox’s horm or ]:i.J_':'l' bottle, Such a
method was not only wasteful of the medicine
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but on occasions was also fatal since the vie
tim might be suffocated, especiallv if, as was
sometimes done, the dravght was adminis.
tered through the nose*

A typical drench, used when horses had
the colic or bots, consizsted of various com-
bination= of strong chemical ingredients, or
just plain local products found on the farm,
Some doctors administered through the mouth
a mixture of lard, soot, and pepper, while
others might give as much as a pint of castor
or coal oil through the nose. A reporter who
had witnessed a spectacle in which the latter
type was given, staled, “If you were bound to
destroy the poor animal. you could searcely
have adopted a more certain. though slow and
cruel method.” Rural newspapers and farm
journals carried advertisements or descrip-
tions of many varieties of these cures nol only
for colic but for a considerable number of
illnesses.! Though some of the lrealmenls were
quite mild, others were more zevere. A good
example of the latter type was reported by an
observer who had actually seen a rural doctor
pour boiling water down an unfortunate ani-
mal's throat in the hope of killing hots, A
second observer, Dr. . A, Woodward of
Madison, Wisconsin, deseribed o colic cure
just as painful as the one noted above except
that it was an external treatment. The horse
was laid on its side, a peck or so of salt was
spread over the rump and dissolved by the
use of cold water: then the helly was kneaded
by a heavy man who wore thick boots and
walked back and forth across the abdominal
area where the obstruction or spasm was lo.
cated. At times, a= a rubbing instrument. a
chestnut rail was substituted for the man and
his hools,™

" Awerican  Stockman  and  Farmer  (Chicagol,
312 (Februnry 3, 1881) : American Stock-Journal end
Farmers® and Seock-Breedors' ddvertiser, $:168 { June,
18681, 6:241 (Auguost, 1871). Horses in the spring,
when fat and overfed. often were ghven s much as
five drachmas of Barbadoes Aloes in (e form of a
ball or drench. Michigan Farmer (Detroit), 2:104
{April 1, 18711,

“Western Rural {Chieago), 23:773. 781 (December
o, 1885): Prairie Farmer, 18:336 (December 1,
1866 (hhio Farmer {Cleveland), T0:199 { Septem.
ber 25, 18860 ; Michigan Farmer, 2:370 (November
25, 1871). “Soot and Salt” were the two most com-
mon ingredients in these many concoctions, lowa
State College Staff, A4 Century of Forming in fows,
18461946 | Ames, Town, 19461, 340,

* Western Farmer, 6:133 (March 5, 18871 ; Moore's
Rural New-Yorker, 36:7 (July 7, 1877).
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ESIDES this category of horse doctor,

there was in rural America a lype of
practitioner known as the village or neighbor.
hood cow-leech who mainly tended the farm-
ers” cattle but who had numerous character-
istics in common with the *hoss” doctor, not
the least of which were a total ignorance of
the true nature of internal diseascs of Farm
animalz and a lack of understanding of the
simplest aspects of the lundamentals of veter.
INAry science.

In addition to administering strong drenches
the cow-leech often resorted, a= did hiz horse
doctor counterpart, to the practice of bleeding
cows for certain ailments that beset them in
the spring of the vear after a long and hard
winter. In some sections of the country these
practitioners even advocated that calves be
bled in order to increase their appeliles. as
well ag to produce a veal with a more salable
white meat.” An evaluation of the cow-leech’s
work has been left by one of the agricultural
journals: “The local ‘cow doctors’ . . . are
wholly ineflicient for the protection of our
livestock, in ease of . . . an epidemic like the
pleuro-pneumonia or the rinderpest . . . they
work on the ‘guess’ system, and treat all cases
nearly alike; . .. il pl.‘l’[:IIEILL'l‘ an animal re-
vovers under their treatment, it is in spite of i1,
and a case of pure luckiness, rather than a
I:,"ﬂan'lll"lll'i_', [JE I.Ill.:'i.r fk]l.”...'- N

In the gamut of cattle dizeases treated hy
the cow-leeches there were scarcely more than
two ever described in the velerinary books,
Rural dwellers called them “hollow horn™ and
“wolf tail,” the latter being sometimes wvul-
garized o “lail-ail.” Both were little more
than broad terms covering almost any specihic
sickness, and neither was regarded by veter.
inarians as the prime source of most animal
diseaze,

In one, the horn was lhﬂug;hi to be the
source of the disaflection. When the cow dis-
plaved =igns of illness the cow-leech first
examined the horng, and the uvszual procedure

WL, . Gray, History of Agriculture in the South-
ern United States fo 1860 { Washington, D, C.. 1933},
2:845, A Nebrazka reporter stated that bleeding cat-
tle in the spring, either from the “neck, vein or tail™
was common in his community. See Nebraska Farmer,
2:188 A December, 15611,

® dmerican Stock-fournal and Farmees and Stock-
Breeders’ Advertiser, 2139 (May, 18670 364 (De.
cember, 18677,
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was lo drill through the base of one with a
gimlet, Since he believed that the horn was by
nature a solid appendage whereas examination
revealed 1t to be []Iﬁlt‘ the conlrary, that fact
in itzelf was ample proof to the cow-leech tha
the locus of the afifliction waz centered in this
external growth, The boring through the horn
alone was an intensely painful operation, but
the treatment that followed the diagnosis was
doubly so. la his attempl to cure the animal
the cow-leech generally resorted to apirits of
turpentine which he applied freely and robbed
inte the hole that he had made in the horm
If such local application did not soon restore
the animal’s health he would extend his rub-
bing with the same medication the [ull length
from horn to tail, producing a solid blister
down the entire back.*

A second location for a whole series of
bovine illnesses was thought to be the tail.
Concentration upon this appendage by the
leeches probably stemmed from the [act that
the bones of a cow’s tail gradually diminish in
size until near the extremity they finally dis.
appear in Hexible gristle, During a time of
illness it was ohserved that both hones and
gr;sth* tended o become somewhal more e-
laxed and less rigid than when the animals
were well, ereating the illusion that some of
the bones were missing. On this evidence the
cow-leech concluded that the absent bones had
been devoured lr}' u hyputiu'li:':-:l worm, oT,
what was then called the “wolf.”

The cow-leech, regardless of what the ill-
nesses might actually have been in anv par-
ticular situation. vsually tended to diagnose a
fairly large percentage as “tail-ail™ and w ke
from his kit a ﬁ:'l.urp knife, e:piil the animal’s
tail open near the extremity, and remove what
he contended waz a small worm which had
caten the gristle and flesh, leaving nothing
but the skin for a space of six inches. Then
he would rub red pepper and salt ino the
wound of the mangled and bleeding tail, thus
increasing the pain and suffering. In remoy-
ing this imaginary parasite the theory was that
the extirpation would prevent further eating
away of the tail by the “woll” and thus keep
il Trom affecting the spine and perhaps ulti-
mately killing the beast, If the wretched cow

* Nationad Live-Stock Jowrnal, 10:260 ( June, 1879,
11:52-5% rF'F‘II'I'IIﬂI‘}'.. 18801 Maore’s Rural New-
Yorker, 37:530 [ August 24, 1878,
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recovered it was owing o the remaoval of the
"\l.'::-rm":_ 1{ she ||i:~|.], 1 he r:]rl*rﬂl'iun had Been
|J-.'I:'Fu|'llll':| too late and the |rﬂ.l'ﬂ.l'i'i|l:‘ had taken
ils toll—so reasoned the farmer as well as the
leeeh.*' To trained veterinarians, this splitting
open of the tail was absolutely meaningless, a
carry-over of ancient praclices. surviving inte
the latter half of the nineteenth century omly
beeause there were still Loo many furmers and
breeders opposed to scientific cures,

Although  practitioners such as the horse
doctor and the cow-leevh were as ignorant of
animal physiology and veterinary science as
they were lacking in professional training,
there is no qm*::tiun biuat that [armers pralren-
ized and believed in them. And, in spite of all
their deficiencies, one point can be made in
their beball : crucl and barbarous as they were,
the “hoss™ doctor and the cow-leech were
needed, There was no other way to meel the
wanls of the HF‘_’T'ir‘l]tllJ'l‘iRl in this pr'rin»ri. Az
one prominent veterinarian has observed. de-
spite their serious errors the doctors and the
levehes were able (o offer certain services that
helped to bridge the gap between the old and
the new.*

NOTHER important group of livestock
practitioners was composed of the com-
munily quacks who tock unto themselves the
bought title of Veterinary Surgeon. In many
ways 1!1-‘:.' WETE Mk hi'.ll:‘r I}mn the horse doe-
tor or the leech, and they definitely were more
mercenary than either, A legitimate veterinary
surgeon, writing in one of the professional
journals in 1885, said ol thiz group of fraudu.
lents that “The ‘hoss-doctors’ at the country
erossroads whom rvrr}'ilnd}' knew to have no
professional training, and who made no pre.
tenge of being sraduates of any school higher
than a blacksmith shop or a livery stable, were
bad enough, but & horde of guacks, having no
more theoretical knuw!rdgr and a great deal
less of the practical, backed up by college di-
plomas would be a great deal worse; and @t
seems Lo me the authorities should protect the
people from thiz form of guackery, and see

" Natioral Live-Steck Jowrnal, 12:157 {April,
18811 Nebraska Farmer, 2:36-37 (March, 1878} :
Maovre's Rural New-Yorker, 37:375 (June 15, 1878},

# James  Allbrighe, “¥eterinary Frauds” in the
American Feterinary  Review, 885486 ( January,
18851,
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that thoze who hold themselves out ws veteri-
nary surgeons are so in point of fact, and not
merely by virlue of @ priece of  purchased
paper. =

F“."ﬁ- l.lf I.l:“‘F\-l.' il]lIHH.‘ih'rH ||:J:i =) ml“'l] a5 il
high achool education: many could scarcely
speak or read their own language: and only
o small pereentage could lay claim o any
scientific training. Most of them came from
rural backgrounds and had a personal enthu-
sinsm  for animal life, By memorizing the
namez ol a lew common drugs and some of the
ordinary operations deseribed in curvent live.
stork medical books they felt equipped to hang
oul their shingles. Bogus diplomas, enabling
their owners lo masquerade as Doctors of Vet
erinaty Science, could be secured from so.
valled veterinary colleges and vould be Tramed
and hung on the wall for rural patrons to see.*!
But such quacks, despite their dishonest ac-
coulrements Ui |1.'i|.rrli.||:_j ‘d.l“l. r‘x]ir‘l'it‘rlt‘ = !Iﬂil..
as one rural editor remarked. ditheulty in tell-
illg | | s uf !:_Iﬂ'l'ldl"'l'.‘i Il'lﬂm LFEIL Ui‘ I]H.‘E:It
gleet and . . . ring bone [romoa wart . .. It
would be impossible for a child w0 make
greater blunders than some of these preten-
tious velerinarians do™

Responsibility for the traffic in bogus di-
lJ]f.ll!'lLlH 1o all parts af the counlry rested on a
few veterinary colleges located mainly in the
large eastern cities. Founded some years he
fore the entrance of this branch of science into
the curriculums of state universities, most of
these institulions. being private, were com-
Eli'l]l'll Lis I:'II:I("!'FLI':" Fr(]“'l Fl"l'ﬁ, .ﬁﬁ d ]'!".‘:l.lll tﬂ.fgt"
numbers ol mediocre students were crowded
into the classes and sraduated at the earliest
pozsible moment—sometimes al the rate of Lwo
I'l?‘]'!i"‘l"'."'\- T VEeaAr. 1‘“ 'f‘-HF"l?h"l“"‘l'll [h"if I"“'l.l][“‘"
a few ol the more disreputable colleges sold

“George Ruost, “Veterinary Frawds” in the dmiesi
e Velterinary Revfew, B:453-456 |_|4ll‘||l1|.r].'.. 18851
Prairie Farmer, 212100 February 15, 18681, During
this perind frauds were also prevalent in doctored anid
falsified livestock  pedigrees. Bee Northwestern
Farmer and Horticwdtwral Jowrnal, 32258 0 August,
108581 The Farmer (5t Paul, Minn, b, 1:55 ( June 3,
1086,

1t was not only the quack velerinariane who pracs
ticed thiz [rowd hut *even w}::lllul' gl.'|||u.':|.lv|!.‘-l T 1y )
often found laving «laim to titles 10 which they have
no right, and acting altogether in the most unprofes-
donal manner.” Neronal  Live-Steck  Jenrcnaf, 9;2
{January, 1878,

* Western Kural, 22:533 (July 16, 1884 )2 Praivie
Farmer, 2121000 {Feliruary 15, 15681,

166

SPRING, LOO0

diplomas outright at a hand=ome sum, with-
oul any qualifications as 1o scholarship or resi.
dence requirements. Philadelphin was the seal
of most of these quack colleges which in 1577
were selling diplomas for 8100, Should the
purchaser desive his diploma to contain a par-
ticular signature, as for example that of a
scholar in a loreign university, the price was
increased 1o 8135, The purchase of a sheep-
skin was generally accompanied by the regular
complement—al an additional fee—al veleri-
nary Liooks which, us-ttﬁnsilrlj' at least, had been
written by the members of the college staff.
Possession of these articles would normally
furnizsh a wvoung man the pecessary Tagade
with which to begin his career.

This group of bogus velerinarians might
L 1'm.lﬁh|].' classified imlo two main Ly jres:
those who developed a regular community
practice; and those who traveled about the
countryside selling their services as well as
quack livestock remedies, Of those who pre
ticed in rural areas little need be said in re-
,qard to their work since il was similar to that
performed by the local “how™ doctor, with
these possible exceptionz: the quack was care.
ful to clas=ify himsell as a bona fide doctor and
carcful lo employ all the learned trappings of
a regular surgeon in dress, office, and manner,
including the ever-present diploma on the wall,

Two anecdotes may be cited to tvpify the
gross jgnorance and ineplness of these com-
munity quacks, & veterinarian in Springfield.
IMinoiz, wasz called wpon lo prescribe for a
certain highbred horse. After very learnedly
in:apﬂ'liu;.r the sick animal for a few minules,
the doctor turned 1o the owner and remarked
that the horse was suffering from “a relapse
of the epizoot.,” whereupon the owner, some-
what 5_'-u|'|rr5:w1|. slated that the horse had never
had the epizoot. “Oh, that's nothing.” contin-

" rhid, ;- American Agricalinriss, 30418419 (Oeto.
her, 16800, One of the Philadelphia diploma mills was
closed in 1877 and the professor in charge at the
time was fined $2000 and semt to prison for nine
months, See editorial, “Philadelphia Veterinary Th-
ploma Shop.” in the American Feterinary Review,
I:2001, 302-30% (November, 18771, In the case of
medical  schoels, the situation was much  worse,
Diplomas were sold by the thousands by colleges
located mainly in Philadelphia and Cincinnati. See
Hearth and Home (New York), 5:324 {April 20,
18920 ;. Bistoury (Elmira, M. Y.}, 7:205-206 (Ovto-
lier, 18711,
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ued the quatL =it ig rlulhir:g unusual for them
to have the relapse first.”™?

A second story concerns o Kansaa quack
who signed his name with the porchased de-
gree of V.57 No doubt attempting to take
a leal from the book of one of the diverse
medical “pall:i{'ﬁ“ s |+r|:"ra|1'nl in Ameriea al
that time. he boldly claimed to have discovered
an infallible vaccine which would cure all sorts
of animal diseases. According to him, he had
been able o isolale cerlain poisons accumu-
lated in animals’ bodies as a result of ealing
plants and other substances, which in time
cauzed illnesses, He ll]’{ll't‘l‘ﬂ]!‘{l 1o injt't'l ijuan-
tities of this vaceine, in itsell a certain poizon,
into the sick animals under the well-advertised
assumption that like cures like or that two
things can not occupy the same space al the
same lime. Therefore, when these conditions
|r!‘t"|.-ai|1.'1f, one of Lhe Imimms had 1o ";..rl'l up
and get.” So humorous did this theory strike
the scientific fraternity that one of itz members
was provoked to remark facetiously that “his
pizen outpizens the other pizen.”

HE MOST highly publicized (ype of quack

veterinarian was the itinerant who went
from one rural section 1o the next. as was the
enstom of so many bogus agents of humbuog-
gery during the 1880 s, hawking his wares and
hiz numerous fraudulent cures, This class of
doctor-agents varied little from their disrep-
utable contemporaries, the gquack physicians,
who in great numbers likewise preyved upon
the zimple country folk. in what, as one recent
study has shown., was the golden age of medi-
‘l'ﬂl l]llﬂ{'kl"r:r'.jﬁ “’?llfn an {'EJii{l"m"lL' ulTi'L‘lil:]E_f
either man or beast struck a rural community,
farmers could be assured of the quoack’s visila-
tion. The livestock gquacks operated chiefly by
advertising their remedies in the farm jour.
HHI.‘F onr ET}" mHiHl'l;.f ok f'in:illllr:‘- hig}l]}' ==
bellished with beantiful IJi.l:'llJ]‘!".". ol lu*ﬂllll}'
farm animals to promote sales of their secret
nostrums.*  Doubtless the rural press, with
some exeepltions, defraved much of its publica.
tion expenzes with revenue derived {rom these

A National Live-Stock Tournal, 7:250 { JTune, 1876,

#*8ee Stewnrt H. Holbrook, The Golden dge of
Oackery (New York, 1959,

:".Hﬂ-r:.ir.'-grrﬁ .Fl!.l]'i'rﬂ, 1324 {Degober 24, 18828 s 0 his
Farmer, T0:199 {September 25, 18801 5 American
Agricelterist, 39 1419 (October, 18807,
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“dead-shot”™ adverlizements covering the whaole
gamut ol diseases from glanders o worms™
Although making eertain lo guarantee their
cures or services, when it came to collecting
their fees the itinerant quacks were careful 1o
[J]Ji}' il safe El'_v in.lai.-iliup: that the My b JJaiii
in advance, However, in time many of the
farmers grew wise o this technique and agreed
to-pay only after the animals had been treated
althers were willing to deposit the money in the
local bank to be surrendered when the cure
was effected. This position on the part of the
farmers was ordinarily not acceptable 1o the
traveling doctors who, récognizing their own
limitations in effecting a cure, were well aware
of the fact that they might not be able o col-
lect the money at a later date,™

During the seventies and eighties numerovs
l"ElFTlI"“'l"H"H. ."=|“'I|. s [!il'ﬂrﬂ-]m['lll‘l!t’rl]iﬂ, glul“‘l-
ere, Texas fever, and cholera ravaged the na-
tion periodically, sweeping away entire storks
of cattle, horses, swine, and poultry, and fright-
ening larmers and breeders inle teving many
kinds of patent remedies.™ And in the case
of cholera cures, the mobile quacks were able
Lo strike no seienlist at that
time actually knew the real causes of this
seourge. a general stale of confusion existed
in the rural mind—a condition Tavorable 1o
the rise of a plethora of quack remedies which
were developed and distributed not only by
thineran! doctors bul in Iany comminitics l}}'
the local drugeiss az well, A good illustration
of the quack doctor’s activity oceurred inoan
lowa commumily from which a Chicago quack
carried off as much as 1600 gathered from
sales of his patent humbug Hog Remedy ™ In
facl, this skilful operalor was so bold that he
remigined in the neighborhood selling his cure
until some of his customers had lost nearly all
of their hogs before he Gnally Telt the need o
depart 1o other held: Another :11Jm'|i of the

it rich,  Sinee

* Pregriee Farmer, 5168 l'Fl*hrml,r}' 28, TEBO
Western Kural, 33:773, TR1 {December 5, 18850, It
was reporied that more than one thousand cures Ior
colie alone were known, Bistonry, 8:15 (April, 18721,

o Natioral  Live-Stock  Jourmal,  12:157 [ Apnil,
TRB1), 12:543 (December. 1881 Pestern  Rurad,

23013 [ September 26: 18G50,

B Netfomad Lioe-Steck Jowrnal, 5:255 {Tuly, 1874,
feddn ENovember, 18750 s Nelieaska Frarmer, 217980
{ Mav. 1878,

o Farmer, 719 (September 25, 188615 : Na.
tiomal  Live-Stock Journal, 120263 (Jone, 18R1) :
American dgricultarest, 39:176 ( Moy, 1880),




WISLONSIN AMAGAZINE OF HISTORY

same Lype boasted of a cure so successful that
not Dtlrjr' would it prevent and cure all of the
ills besetting poultry and swine but would ac-
tually leave them better than if they had never
had any disease. ‘

Hundreds of these traveling charlatans cir-
culated among the rural districts peddling
their eelebrated remedies, the mosl noted of
which was the cholera nostrum created by a
Dr. Joseph Haas of Tndignapolis. Haas™ medi.
cine was sold far and wide by agents, doctors,
and druggists; even editors of various farm
journals were known to engage in marketing
it for certain fees® Certificales 1':Jnﬁrming
it= curalive powers were secured by the dozens
from gullible farmers on somewhat the same
plan as were the testimonials for patent medi.
cine remedies for humans.

Twao situations made it particularly easy for
the qua{-k doctor (o ohtain an ﬁm]'lh* stack of
I'.IUHIIH certificates, First, when a disease such
as cholera struck a community there alwayvs
came a Hme when the infertion would nor-
mally rum its course and subside, If, just at
that peint any particular cure had been in use,
it logically would receive the credit and lead
to the signing of a certificate, when in fact,
nature and not the nostrum had brought about
the cessation. A second situation might secur
in which one farmer’s hogs escaped the scourge
while those of his immediate neighbors were
severely hit. Under such conditions i1 was
understandable that the fortunate farmer, who
may have been using a particular remedy at
the time, would be quite willing and often
eager to sign a certificate giving the nostrum
credit for his hogs” immunity®

That these cures, in spite of the signed cer-
tificates, had little merit was verified by the
analyvses made of them by reputable scientists
of the day. In 1889, a leading chemist of the
New York Agricultural Experiment Station,
commenting on cures ag a whole, said: “. ., If
these substances . . . could do what is claimed
for them, the dread disease would have been

" American Stockman and  Foarmer, 3:7 (Janoary
0, 188103 National Live-Steck Sowrnal, 11:530-531
{ Precember, TBROV, 12:26-29 1 January, 18810; 263
f_Funl', 18R1 ),

B American Agricaltueize, 2169 i March, 1862)
Netional  Live-Stock  Jowrnal, 11:531  (December,
18R],
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wiped out of existence years ago.™ Several
others, including a trained pharmacist and a
n'lr:rﬁu'nluli'l.'r of the Minois Tndustrial Umni-
versity, made similar analyses and all agreed
that the ingredients uvsed were valueless as
cures, consisting as they did only of inexpen-
sive substances such as common salt, water,
and castor oil, with small percentages of such
strong ingredients as cayenne pepper and spir-
its of turpentine.®

BOUND the 1870°s enormous quantities of
livestock medical books purporting to
help the farmer meet the dilemma caused by
i"ﬂi_"ﬁ'.'\il'ﬁ llni‘i i'l'l;[]{.,'mii'ﬁ Elrlll}r!p' ]'l.iﬁ jﬂ.l'rf‘ﬂ.‘-‘-ing
numbers of larm animals, appeared on the
market. Some were written by reputable
American and FEuropean velerinary surgeons
and were read by many country physicians
who in turn wsed the information to advise
farm pal:‘u“nts who were somelimes :rnmpollvd
to consult their family doctor concerning dis-
eases of their livestork. Most of the books,
however, were wrilten by pseudosveterinarians
professing no scientific knowledge and who
vould only claim to have been born on a farm
or to have had limited experience in the prae-
tice of livestock doctoring in some rural com.
munity. Their unacientific books were hawked
about the country by quacks and agents. re-
garding whom one farm journalist reported:
“Every rural neighborhood is infested with
the inevitahle hook agent, who, with oily
tongue, zulls the unsophisticated into purchas.
ing some great ‘Tustrated Stock-Book,” or °11.
lustrated Horse Doctor,” or “Complete Farrier,”
or some other catchpenny swindling affair, not
worth the white paper it iz printed upon.”*
Additional sources of assistance to the farm.
ers in their veterinary problems were the
larger farm journale. While these journals ook
a negalive approach to the exposure of the
quacks and humbugs. they nevertheless had

* Mlinois  Former Mhnois), 5:114
{February 25, 18805,

* Michigan Farmer, 2:370 (November 25, 18T1).
So fravdulent, as well as inelfective, were the cholera
cures that the Missouri Legislature in 1876 offered
1000 reward i a peoven remedy conld be found,
e -'l"r'lluuj.:m Farmer, 4:285 ( December, 15RO,

# Nattonal  Live-Stock  Journal, 12:233 . (June,
18810 2 Medical Investigator (Chicagod, 3:103 (June,
18660,

{ Springhield,
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their positive aspects in tha they offered, in
form if noi urwﬂ}'.-'- in fact, news of the latest
meddical and seientific discoveries in the care
of livestock. Set aside in a certain section of
the journal would be found a *Veterinary De.
partment”™ or “Column”™ whose director was
listed as a regular veterinarian and whose
n‘spnnsi}!ilit}' it was o extend X pert advice
to all inguirers as well as to offer an oecasional
commentary on the leading livestock prob.
lems. Inquiries deseribing as fully as possible
a sick animal’s symptoms would come in from
readers, and a short time thereafter the jour-
nal would carry a discussion of the case ™
Undoubtedly many of these columns con
Lained a great deal of medical nonsense and
many faulty preseriptionz. Sinee persons
trained in both veterinary science and jour
nalism were rare, it was common practice for

* Nebraska Farmer, 1:H I_r||.:||.|:|ur!.. 18771: Ng-

tional Live-Stock Jouwrnal, 1:213 { March, 1871},

Holding o« borse for drenching, an dlestrarion

from Willinm B, K. Meller's The [Mecases of
Live Stock, published in Cincinpeai in 1880,
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all but a few editors Lo engage almost anyone
who might have only the slightest medical
knowledge 1o write these columns. While a
few of the better farm IJIH{'EH.Ei.rEt‘.'-i were fartu-
nate in attracting well-trained surgeons as
writers, answers to inquiries in a majority of
the magazines were wrillen by pseado-veteri-
narians or by downvight quacks. Dr. A, A,
Holcombe. professor of pathology and surgery
ill lI]l' .-1|.I'|'Il:‘r:i|'llr:| 1""'1'|.'i|“tl'} {.?‘ll”l'gl" i.“. .‘\El"“
York City, while traveling in Nebraska in
L8800, was exposed 1o some of the columns of a
certain William Horne, M.D., V.5, who gave
expert advice 1o farmers in that state, Hol.
combe’s reaction was so unfavorable that on
returning to New York he leveled a strong in.
dictment against this imposter “in order,” he
said, “1o protect the farmers and stock own.
ers of Nebraska from imposition.”™"

One national journal, in an attempt o edu-
cate the rural population. decried the national
l‘Ei*ﬂT"I]’l Ur 'I::I'I'llIH'l,'.l:'r' 1r-'!ir!1"f| "l‘t{'r;llﬂril‘lllﬁ J.ir“l
praised those who by constantly endeavoring
to disseminate eorrect information on veteri-
nary matters were preparing the way for a
more general appreciation of their profession
and for the eradication of the |:11'IHIE!-| cures and
the unreliable livestock books*! Some trained
veterinarians, seeking to counteract the harm
done by quacks, not only wrote for farm jour.
nals but also offered their personal services far
heyond their place of residence, An oulstand-
i”p r'\ilmil]l' W S [:'r. "\, H. Pﬂﬂﬁ'rl. ﬂ"{\"lin]'.'
State Veterinarian of llinei=z and al various
times a velterinary columnist for both the Na-
tiomal Live-Stock fournal and the Prairie
Foarmer. Dr. Paaren notified farmers that he
would serve anvone within a hundred-mile dis.
tance of {\.hii'ugn, |rrm'if|4'r| rnl||r|r]-|ri;| fare 1o
the nearest slation were ||.|11':{ for in advance.
His charges were moderate, especially if he
was called apon to attend more than one cus-
tomer.”* Apparently Paaren’s gesture bore
fruit. for in time an increasing numhber of
farmers began o use such services, In lacl
one i:lulm!l in the |'ig|1lil'.~= n-|m:'h-d that it

" Nelraska Farmer, 4:149 o [une, 18800 : dmeri.
e Stock-dournal and Farmers' and Steck-Breeders®
Advertiszer, 4:245 | August, 186401,

" Nerionel  Live-Stock  Jowrnal,
1811,

2 Peaivie Farmer, 18:356
Vationad Live-Steck  Journal,
123375 { September, 18810,

12:033 . {June,

1A66 1 ;
1R8I,

| Devember 1.
11321 luly,
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veterinary department had aceumulated a size-

able backlog of unanswered inguiries,*”

N CONCLUDING this study of the types of
livestock E]I"ill.'liiluru'r.-a who flourished in the
decades following the Civil War, the final see-
tion will concern itself briefly with the emer-
pence of 8 modern scientific veterinary profes-
sion. = LI th was slow, a fact p.artiL'uJarl}'
noticeahle at a time when in other [Jnﬂrﬂ:inns
greal strides were being made. Lo the 1870%
and the 158800, although there seemed lo be a
sufficient number of lawyers; physicians, and
clerpvanen. the supply of eflicient doctors for
domestic animals wa: conspicuous  for its
paurity,

Why did farmers persist =0 long in allow-
ing their sick animals 1o bie practiced upon by
“hoss™ doctors, cow-leeches, and quacks with
no more claim to the right than having been
“brought up in a stable™? Why, when it was
[Jt.'lri.‘ii'llll‘ o do =o. did farmers almost com-
pletely fail to patronize men who had been
educated in the medical techniques of veteri-
nary science? Why was the profession so long
in developing? Why, as an Eastern journal
asked in 1875, was it that “we Americans, a
nalion as l'IIIi.;.:h[l'ﬂl“l] as Wi sgppose ourselyes
to be, =0 persistently ignore the claims of the
Velerinary Art, and either allow our animals
to suffer, and ourselves to sustain unnecessary
lozs at the hands of a set of ignorant men, self-
slvled Veterinary surgeons. who do not know
the first rudiments of anatomy, pathology, or
the actions of drngs?™™

In ﬂlll"!l't'l]!llill.f-_" lo answer these i.[u-.'.atiun:a the
writer would like 1o present what seems to be
an intelligible explanation of why Tarmers
chose to remain loval to the rural practices
anl rm'll]lu{ﬁ of r1|1imet| l‘il’ii"ll’]]’ﬁ rulhi'r tl]an [{x]
accepl the more L*r:Hg}lh-n:*ri T:arm':*r]url'-.-' of the
veterinary science available to them.

There are diverse interpretations of this re-
tardation, such as thal advanced by James F.
Smitheors in his recent book. Evolution of the
Feterinary Art 11957). Smithcors maintains
that American veterinary science developed
HIH'“-']:-" J.“"l'Lll]E"i' UJ- An i]!l'l:rlllnal:' dt‘pt‘lld!‘m'}'
on English leadership in the post Civil War

* Western Rurad, 22:312 1 May 17, 16845,
- .{Fnrl ru:"; F{" rr;.f \- J'Jt'-} oy Il|l'l', .*-‘ ,EH] | I II'IHEN"F .'_‘IH.
1875 ).
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period when England lagged far behind most
continental countries in the treatment of ani-
mals,

The interpretation which will be used here
5 the one ]'H'l'lﬂl_'r' lil‘\'l"l'rr.ll‘lt wilhin Lhe sy~
cho-social framework and applied to the Popu-
list:Progressive tradition in Richard Hofstad.
ter’'s The Age of Reform, frem Brvan te F.OLR.
From this intensive and unique .‘tml}'. which
venters on what Hofstadter chose to call the
“agravian myth,” it appears that for gencra-
tions rural people had been ecaught between
the expanding world of vommercial realities
amd the uoreal, sell-sullicient life of poncom-
mercial values, The more that agriculture de-
\'l'li)i]ﬂd 5:‘iljr|t|-ﬁr'ﬂ“!.' Hl'll:{ Ii'ﬂ‘l]!]illﬂgi"u]l}'. II'l['
more the farmer seemed Lo L'I':rlg 1o the tradi-
tional ways in sentimental attachment. These
traditional rural wvalues exalted the good-
ness of farming, the sanctity of living in isola.
ton. and, above all, the benefits that ensued
from being close to nature, Simultaneously,
and in juxtaposition with the same value struc-
ture there existed in the farmer’s mind his age.
old suspicion, mistrust, and fear of urhan
socielly, industry, and science.™ To a cerlain
extent this conflict between the larmer’s cher-
ished agrarian values and contemporary scien.
tiﬁl:" T{"al'iljl:":‘- TE"r_HI"T"‘d I'l;l]'l. |Ln||l:|41”ﬁl‘r| ti'l
vhoose the new and reject the old: thus he
continued to give hiz loyaltiez to the “mythi.
cal” ideals and values of an agrarian soviety
HI'I_[{ fﬂr T]'Iﬂ.l'l:r' FE"HT.". v HF!I'r ”“' t::‘lul:‘"'ﬁh-
menlk uf an H.t'i'("]le'l.!'lIt‘ ‘L'ETI’."]'JI.]'IEI'I'}" sti{‘ntt“, he
continued to engage the services of falk doc-
tors and to treat edocated surgeons “as an
inferior order of being=."" His faith in the old
remedies transcended his faith in the scientific
omes, and as a consequence the demand for
trained veterinarians was negligible, with the
result that few young min could be induced 1o
enter the profession,

Closely correlated with the agrarian myth
idea was a traditional belief-svstem, relerred
to by modern sociologists as a complex of
“ﬂg]’i:*u]lura! rnﬂ;‘:i.c.ﬂ' Thiz svatem likewise
sprang [rom centuries of rural living and had
abzolutely no basis in fact or principle and
lacked all seientific explanation. Il was rural
magic, practiced in the planting of crops. in

" Hichard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform, from
Brvan o FALR. New York, 19550, 23-59.
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the castrating or dehorning of livesiock, or in
the cutting of weeds by the signs of the moon,
There was also the practice of divining for
wills, involving o regular water witeh with his
l'a'l'l'fl.ﬂl}' sl led 1!u'|.\'5il|;: voed in the form of
a Yeshaped branch." These appeared 1o be the
main types of agriculiural magic, but hun.
dreds of miner sigos and superstilions were
inzlrumental nol only in molivating farmer= to
resizl rational developments in forming prae-
Liees but also in iu"tlt‘ht'iuﬁ them to continoe
to treat with traditional cures the illnesses of
their livestock, '

S0 deep-seated were these complexes of
myth and magic in the valueprejudice be-
haviour pattern of the agriculturist that he was
unable to extricale himsell sufliciently 1o adopl
the newer medical advances in the treatment
of livestock diseases. Accordingly, he not only
continued to subject his domestic animals 1o
various eruel and barbarous cures at the handz
of the local practitioners, but he himself also
sulfered ﬁnum:in“}' [|:|ruurr:]'| the loss of valu-
able stock.® Regarding this strange paradox
one observer remarked that these same facm-
ers followed a diflerent pattern in the many
other decision-making situations confronting
thent on the farm. When it came to selecting a
blacksmith, a builder, a steaniboal ]ﬁlul. or a
merchant their judgment was on a level with
nonfarming people, But when it came 1o mak.
ing the choice of animal—or even homan
doctors they were babes in the woods, gene-
rally employing the most ignorant and boastful
praclitioners in the conmunity. "

Given this rural oppozition to a trained pro-
fessional class in veterinary science, it was
logical that strong influences were built up in
various wavs lo pruhihiL ils development and
to sanction it= retardation. This was vigoroosly

" See Everett M. Rogere, “Agrienliural Mogic and
-E'w'hm:lngiq'ur {_'.|‘|r|.n|-11'.-' paper reaid ||¢'fr_||'4' ﬂu' i
Yalley Sociological Society, May 4, 1958, in Cin-
cinnati, CHiin.

¥ Oine anthority in this field has reported 467 differ-
ent eigns and superstitions Tound in American rural
1'1}!I‘III‘|I,:I|.;1;[‘|—:. U:u-.-[uurlh (I-E lhrm I'H[HI'JH"I,I LT 1'|i|r|:|.l1"
and wenther, while the majority pertained o planes
and animals. Carl €. Taylor, Rurad Sociology (New
York, 19333, 145,

® Hoare’s Rural New-Yorker, 37:295 (May 11,
18781, 336-539 (Aurux 24, WIB: Nationol Live
Steck Jouwrnal, 663 (December, 18753, T:243-244
{ June, 1876, 1

" Medivel  Connselor, 2:154-155 | Felruary
18560 ¢ Western Rured, 240 (January 2, 1886,

16,
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expressed in the hindering of state or federal
regulations designed to control the quacks and
IilrlI]it’l.rrl.'."."‘ili.lllill.!. To sUpport these Tolk-dortors
and 1o cling to the old methods and cures, the
larmers contended that if proposals were estab.
lizhewl by law. giving the right o practice oanly
to trained veterinarians, a large percentage of
the ponprofessional practitioners would be pro-
hibited from performing their rural services
and that such a sitation would create a serions
H['“T["il!r i.l'l. Areas w ]'l.!"'l'i" ifril{l"."‘.‘i.ﬂfﬂﬂtﬁ wire ""I-
within miles of most [armers.™

A Turther hindrance o the seience of veteri-
nary surgery was the national government's
Failure 1o encourage s development, The De.
pariment af .'1;:1'i1'|.||lun~ for Yiars ignurr:i the
problem of diseases—at a time when epidem-
irs and scourges were rampant—and showed a
complele apathy toward the establishment of a
veterinary divizion. No country in the world
had as many animals and took less interest in
their IH‘l!IJI”-._ a5 was ilrmurlﬂrulnﬂ ]:}' & o
parative study made in thiz and foreign na-
tions of the number of velerinary colleges and
the number of animals during thiz period.”
For example, Prussia. with one-third as many
animals in 1877 as the United States. had as
Jrl:‘lrl}' el :I“l'l.'l." |.'U]II‘F:|'F| L'l." Iﬂzl.i.flléti]“"d !lj I.hi'
state, Great Britain had one-half the livestock,
yel she had [our such colleges. On the other
hand, the United States, with two to three times
as many animal: az these two countries, had
nol a 5i|'||-'_"|4‘ :-r:]|t1,'.f_:- of nationa im|nn'1ur|ﬂ' thal
Wils ]Tl:'llirll.ﬂ;l:lt'll. h} I.ll.ll..l]i“' {urll‘lh.“ 'I‘I'H.\rl‘." were
several private colleges in the East and none
in mosl of the Western Stales, bul the least

apid ghout the former the better, since they
were largely diploma mills.?
Az for the number of velerinarians in the

“AFestern Kurol, 22:523 I'Ju!}- 16, THEL ), 24461
(July 17, 18861 American Steck-fournal and Farm-
ers' Cand  Stoek-Breeders®  Advertiser, 2:139 ([ May,
18670,

“ Moare’s Rural New-Yorker, 37790 ([ December
14, 18780 ; National Live-Srock Jowrnal, 9:2 fan-
wary, 1RTHY,

= Moore's Bural New-Yorker, 36244 (Junuary 20,
TATTh, 37796 A December B, 1878), Canada had an
exeellent veterinary college patterned after thosa in
England, and it attracted many students from the
United  States, Neationa!  LiveStock  Jouenad, 7:243
{June, 1HTO) .

al (’.-rr.fma.!rld.i Rrﬂu.’ IF el 15'1. r.l_lll:i!'l. 5 lf_lql:m:l:l}
1683 see editorial, “HRegulating  Yeterinary
Praitice in New York State,” in the American Fed
erimary Revienw, 10:95-97 (March, [7] 1887).

A
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Lnited States, census Teparls for the various
decades between 1850 and 1900 show to what
extent the profession was retarded: there were
no more than 46 in 18507 302 jn 1860 1,166
in 1870; 2,130 in 1880; 6,494 in 1890; and
&.163 in 1900 Even with thiz increase in
numbers il was more an increase in quantity
than in qun!il}' since the census ﬁgun'r- in-
cluded some wha called themselves doctors but
were nol rained surgeons, Furthermore, these
figures indicating the number of practicing
veterinarians in America do not tell the eom.
plete story, for many had migrated from other
countries and were not educated here, For ex-
ample, the census for 1870 reveals the nativily
of the varions veterinarians to be as follows:
G638 per cent were American born; 2000 per
cent were from Great Britain: 10.5 per cent
from Germany; and 5.3 per cent from various
other countries Thus, more than a third of
the academically trained doctors had come to
the United States from other countries, Even
with the Ol Waorld's contributions the profes-
sion in America was =till greatly retarded in
camparison with other countries: its develop-
ment had been .-il]r'rnii'd Il} the seientific :'Hmulr
and too long restrained by the agrarian values
and wdeals of the rural inhabitants.

But, beginning in 1890, as shown in the
cenaus reports, the tide had definitely turned
toward an increasing interest in some specific

dspects of ‘H‘tl‘r:illﬂ.r'_l.‘ setence in Lhe I-nilrr]
States on both the state and national levels,
In 1883 the Veterinary Division was estah.
lished in the Department of Agricullure 1o
meet the urgent needs for reliable information
concerning the nature and prevalence of ani-
mal diseases as well as the means of eradical-
ing them. In thal same vear the Burean of
Animal Husbandry was set up—superseding
the Veterinary  Division—{for the immediate
purpose of eradicating the pleuro-pneumonia
epidemic.™

H‘I. 1885 many of the universities and u;.:ri-

" P. A, Fish, "“Seventy Years of Veterinary Service
in the United States,” in the Journal of American
Feterinary Medicine Associmtion, 27:915-917 (1¥],
19249),

= hid, The 46 veterinarians listed in the 1850 Cen-
sis were distributed as follows: New York, 20, (hio,
8, Massachusetts, 5. Indiana, 5 [Hlinois. 4, Virginia,
2 Vermont. 1. and the District of Columbia, 1.

*United Stotes Department of Agriculiore, Yeor
Book | Washington, 19561, 2,
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cultural colleges began 1o develop veterinary
department= with well-trained Taculties, offer-
ing respeclable degrees, and maintaining defi-
nite standards Tor entrance amd ;_rrudualir:rl.
However, the private veterinary schools es.
caped control for some years to carry on their
low-level type of instruction while continuing 1o
flood the country with poorly trained practi-
tioners.”” State wveterinary associations. espe-
cially in the more populous states, were organ-
e and held regular annual meetings in which
they dizeussed not only the usual seientibc
papers but also the pressing problems of edu.
cating the public as well as of rr'_;mlullng the
profession. The first annual meeting of the Na-
tional Veterinary Medicine Associalion was
held in Chicago in 1884 with twenly-six dele-
gates in attendance, a very humble beginning
that within a few years developed into an im.
portant learned society,™

By 1890 laws had either been enacted or
were being considered in various =tates of the
nation. But instead of prohibiting all un-
trained practioners from practicing, the states
generally took into consideration the nalion-
wide shortage of surgeons, and most =tate laws
permitted those with a certain number of
}'{:Hr; t'x'ﬂ‘ril‘nﬂ' IUI "l:lﬂl‘ll'll]t" I.hl'i]' “'{ll'k. I]“l:li:"a
initial achievement could certainly be consid.
ered only the beginning of a long strugele for
the ereation of a veterinary profession, and the
first step toward the recognition of a scientific
basis for the treatment of livestock diseases™
The I:Iﬂ!.-'."- of the “hoss” doclor, the cow-leech,
and other varieties lound in the rural commu-
nities: were now numbered. Onee again we
were to witness another of the excellent illus-
trativns of the moedification of ilgl.*-{-li.l values,
superstitions, and folkways by the introdue-
tion and aeceplance of seienee and h"l."htlu[ug_”}'
into the rural areas of Ameriea.

" George W, Rust. “Veterinary Frawds” in the
American Veterinary  Review, B:454-456 | January,
18850 ; Nebraska Farmer, 40080 (Jue, 18800,

* Western Kouraf, 22:745 ( November 22, 1884 ),

fhid, 22250 { Apeil 19, 16840 : 528 (Aupust 16,
18841 : 1), E, Solmon, “Bureau of Animal Industry,”
in the United States Department of Agriculture
Yearbook (Washington, 18970, 2316-258. By 1890
laws regulating the practice of veterinary science had
been enacted in New York, Wiseonsin, New Jersey,
and Pennsylvania, See Bert A, Biever. 4 Share His
tory of Feterinary Medicine in America (East Lans-
ing, Michigan, 1955), BA-B7.




HISTORY MUSEUMS:

FROM CURIO CABINETS TO CULTURAL CENTERS

A nationally known authority
diseusszes the rise and
development of the modern museam

HE HISTORICAL MUSEUM in the

United States today i= an amalgam of at
least three important cultural movements, the
first of which is the historical society itself,
5’“[”[ ufll:‘r ;II[!{:P!."][]{'TIE'{' llﬂll |:'l|'|"|'| Wik H.l'lli]
the federal constitution adopted. historical so-
cieties appeared in this country. Their found.
ers were men of restless  imagination and
abundant energy. They wizshed to emulate the
antiquarian sorieties of Western Europe, but
thl'}' were also ]Hlﬁ.“il‘:-j!_id'l‘l of an ebullient :pﬂlrj.-
otizm, Acvcording to them, Americans had de-
feated the powerful British Empire and wrested
for themselves the rare opportunity (o sel up
new governments at both the state and lederal
I"‘"r'i"ih. Yift ﬁi]’“'l' [h‘l: 1'&}:5 [’[ {:I‘l."l.‘l:'L' allll Hﬂi'ﬂi"
had =uch political progress been attained. Jef-
ferson, John Adams, Madison, and the other
founding [athers had made contributions to
world civilization that should never be forgot-
b, The hislurir'ﬂ] r|1HIf'ri|||.~= ol this greal con-
I.'mllinlu social L:Lp-('rilm'rll should be gailu‘rﬂd.
preserved, and disseminated,

The Massachusetts Historical Society,
founded in 1791, was followed by the New-
York Historical Society (18041, and the Amer.
ican Antignarian Society (1512}, By the time
Ihr .qtnlu' "istm'i:'sll Soeiel v of Wisron=in was
cstablished in 1816, more than Gfty national
orsanizations reflected this spirit of eultural
manifest destiny.

* Adapted from a paper read at the Founders Day
banguet held January 16, 1960, at Milwaukee,
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Mozt of the sovicties marked out too broad
an area for their activity. In New York, for
example, John Pintard and his associates tried
“to discover, procure, and preserve whatever
may relate 1o the natural, civil, literary, and
ecclesiastical |1:i:-'1ur].' of the 1-T!i|t‘l;1 F‘ltl!!‘:‘i in
general, and of this State in particular.”™ Spe-
cial committees collected in the fields of zool-
ogyv. botany and vegetable physiclogy. miner-
alogy and fossils, and coins and medals, As late
as 1858, the Lenox Collection of Nineveh
Sculptures was accepted and in another two
years e, Ht*r:r].' Abboll"s }-:;_-:_-,-p!i.un malerials
including three huge mummies of the sacred
bull, Apis. Not only were American historical
portraits and paintings sought, but the =ociety
had the greatest gallery of European art in
New York City until the establishment of the
Metropalitan Museum in 1872,

{}I".'sduu"'_l.'. however, most historical societics
gave away their natural history specimens,
confined their fields to state or regional bound-
aries, and  paid major attention to library
miaterials. Though in 1855 the American An-
tiquarian Society accessioned the jawbone and
lusk of o wild hog that lived along the Poto-
mac River in the early nineteenth century,
Christopher Columbus Baldwin, its talented
librarian. tried o keep its collections [ree Trom
such “antigque trash.” He also declared it ab-
surd “to pile up old bureauns and chests, and
stuff them with old coats and hats and high-
heeled shoes.™ Such a statement is nothing

I, WL G Vail, Knickerboeler Birthday: A Ses-
scicentenniad History of the New-York Historical Se
cietv, T-T1054 (New York, 195401, 451,

* laslie W, lhln]q[l, American Historical Moetelies,

1791860 ( Madison, Wigconsin, 19440, 75-76,
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short of shocking to our curators of the decoras
Live arls Iﬂriﬁ}' who will wonder whether the
old bureaus and chests mentioned may have
il'H']LI{iC‘LI a block front [rum Hhﬂr]u |5|am| Or
the work of New England cabinet makers like
Tohn Townsend or Benjamin Frotthingham,

SECOND FORCE in the American mu-

seum movement in addition 1o the histo-
tical sociely’s cabinet was the public museum.
In general the musenm as we know il today
throughout the world iz a nineteenth-century
development. The British Musenm was not
nprm-ql until 1759 nor the Louvre until the ad-
vent of Napoleon, The Charleston Muosenm =
il}J|Jﬂt’{'JI.l|_’n' the oldict in this counlry, formed
in 1773 by a committee of the Charles Town
Lilrary Society in order to collect materials
for a natural history of South Carolina.  But
the most important American museam eenler
during the last years of the eighteenth century
and the first fjuarlir ol the nineleenth was
Philadelphia.

Pierre Eugene du Simitiére. a native of Ge:
neva, Swilzerland: was probably the earliest
American  museum Imbued by a
great dream of documenting the American
Revolution, he painted miniature poriraits of
the Revolutionary heroes and pathered a curio
cahinet that included Indian artifacts captured
by General Sullivan’s expedition against the
Fraoquons, & Hessian grenadier’s brass cap orna-
el L|.||.|;‘I !]lt" ﬁ}li."'lii. :-".'-':}rd. El.'l“! ]Hnl'i' TAar-
ried by Captain André a= a white knight at
the Meschianza, the elaborate parly staged by
Sir William Howe's officers when they held
Philadelphia. Du Simitiére aleo mounted nat-
|]T:|i I‘l'i:-tﬂ]'_\ F!Tl"l:"irl“"l'l.‘ ﬂ'l'l,l{ gﬂthl"Tl"‘l’] 1]-111[‘-“111
{ﬂ:“FiIh__ nli]ll"]‘ﬂ]:‘"_ |.:II.‘IT1'.|:'I'|'LIl'u||:1:-|. &rlil |'1.li|'|:= ﬂnil
medals. That perceptive French traveler, the
Marguiz de Chastellux, in the 178(0% found du
Simitiere’s collection “small and scanty™ but
“ercally celebrated in America where it is un-
rivalled.”™

Upon du Simitiere’s death in 1784, his
.&n]['rii'ﬂrl ‘.Il-'llf"\-l'l,l.m L] .".n']l Elrl:l'l i]i I)Elillli]l"['
phiu was sold off in lh':l[}'-_‘-ix lote, most of the
collection going to Charles Willson Peale, ac
complished artist, student of natore. and a Kind

director.

"William John Potts, “Du Simitiere: Arrist, Anti-
auary, and Naturaliat,” in the Pennsvlvanie Muoga-
zine of History and Biagraphy. 13:353 (18891,
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of universal scholar. By 17835 he was exhibit-
ing a primitive type of motion pictures in his
Philadelphia  gallery,  Fntitled  “Perspective
Views with {:lmllgu‘alr!r Effects: or, Nature
Delineated and in Motion,”™ the show lasted
for two hours. An assistant with sereens and
lightz made the scepes appear (o move, The
progrom: included portrayals of Market Street
at dawn and at nightlall, a palatial Roman edi-
fice in a storm. hell ftseli, its evil mood en-
baneed L}' .|lp|!-rupri'£|tt' music, and the sea bat-
tle between Le Bonhomme Richord and the
Serapis,

Dhuring the next halfl century Peale’s Phila-
1i4']p]‘|i.ﬁ, 1'l.|1,|:.-'\r'|,|rr| wias & |1'f|r|i11,;_r allradcl iﬂr: ol the
vity, Most of ils 260 paintings and prints,
chiefly of the founding lathers, were done by
Peale or members of his familv. A whole room
was devoled 1o mastodon bones, many of them
excavated by Peale pear New burgh, New York,
A stuffed buffalo represented the herds of hi-
san still grazing the Western praivies. There
were L824 mounted birds, 250 qumh-upedn.
145 reptiles, 650 fishes, 800 Indian imple-
mentz and costumes, and B000 minerals and
fossils in a collection said o lotal 1000000
pieces,  Peale’s sons Rembrandl, Raphaelle,
Hubens. and Titian served as assistants in
the Philadelphia institution or  established
branches in Baltimore and New York.

The Peales tried 10 keep their museums
seientific and educational, They invited their
visitors lo attend “the great school of Nature”
or vfi1]| “the book of Nature Ok, l*xp]nrv the
wondrous world, an institute of laws eternal.”™
They classified natural history speeimens ae.
cording to the Linnacan system, mounted and
preserved birds, animals, and insectz in realis.
tic poses with carefully painted backgrounds,
ﬂl]f] ﬂ]:‘iﬂ l'i'i&lf]ﬂ':p’l:‘fl ]i.\'irl” H.l'l"ll'.l'l&llb' Eml:t ]‘t"!.‘lti..lt'l".
Lectures, magic-lantern shows, and  demon.
strations interpreted the collections. The mu.
zeums stayed open at night, even developing
pioneer syvetems of gas lizhting at Baltimore
amd Philadelphia.

At first Peale’s Philadelphia Museum charged
visitors a shilling lor admizsion and then later

"Charles Coleman Sellers, Charles Willsen Peale
12 vols., Hebron, Coennecticut, 1939 Philadelphia,
1997, I, 20248,

*Hans Huth. Natwre and the American: Three
Centuries of Changing Amitudes | Berkeley, Califor-
nia, 19593, 17.
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25 cents, In 1816 its gross income was 811,
Y24, indicating total paid attendance of nearly
15,000, The need to make a living drove the
Peales to include curtosities and freaks in their
-ii:—'|5|u}.~5. and l:l“in:-_’ them “rational amusi-
menl” did nol exense their unscientific char-
At Philadelphia [armers

acter. visiling

delighted in the exhibit of a five-legeed. six-
footed. two-tailed cow giving milk to a two-
headed call. At Baltimore crowds applanded
J. Tilly, the celebrated slass blower. Signor
Hellene, the Ttalian magician, o froupe af Tn-

Sockiy's loonograplsic Col leeipei

f-.}?”-rf"‘ Ir'.|lll.'|'-'” Irll"l'ﬂnrl'. I..|l |I|"" Il'.rl:\." |.?| |r|r|'.'| _1'|r|'|'-
aewm” painted in 1022 and now owned by othe
Fennsvlvania Avademy of Fine Aris,

dians, and an armlesz woman who performed

incredible stunts with instruments held  he-
tween her teeth.

Much of the increasing loss of educational
fiuil“l}' of the Peale muscums must he
charged to the rise of Phineas T. Barnum.
This master zhowman took over John Sceud-
der’s American Museam in New York lale in
11, He was determined to make his [ortune

|1}' amusing and enlertaining the |||i|-|i--, and

U Bellers, Peade. 11, 233: Wi H, Hunter, Jr.,
“The Tribulationz of a Museum Director in the
1820°:."" in the Marviend Historicol Magazine, 49:214
222 |-=':1'[Ill'r|||lr'|' 19541 ¢ Latrobe Weston, “Art and
Artists in Baltimore.” in ihid,, 33213927 | =eptem
her 1038)
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he never allowed truth o stand in his way,
Barnum’s American Muzeum had more than
OO gecessions including a national por.
trail gallery, a model of Niagara Falls using
water from  the Croton Reservoir  (Barnuam
caid of I'r-'|il'-"i-:l| interest o those newlvweds
who could not afford the trip 1o the Falls),
pancramas of the Holy Land and statues of
Biklical characters, a series of wax-work fig-
ures showing the horrors of intemperane,
machines, the first American

anatomical

models of mew
Punch and ,|~.||i}' and
Venus (one shilling extra).

'\-l'l':lll\.. dan

Barnum supplicd plenty of what our out-
door museums todav call “life on the scene.”
“Industrious fleas™ performed, and three ser-
pents were fed their noonday meals before the
crowids. There were the mysterions Madame
“::n-r.;l.-.q-”_ |u|'1||.'||' |,1'|||'|'! f;rlu*l'.;l,' .l.l'lltj 'I'humf.
and  assorted midgels, giants, and  bearded
ladies: Chang Fong, the Chinese juggler: a
1|l:l'l_' III:II |||"'1'.I||'|J a knillill:_" I1L.Il.'1|i|l||': Wi
white the
!':I]Ii|-|-i11|| minstrel singers, |':'=l'nl|t:$||j~' Bar-
num'’s traveling circus  developed from  this

whales in salt-water tanks; and

stard,

Though Barnum and humbug were synony-
moits, many considered him the finest musenm
||it’|'l.'ﬁ|||' of his 1F;t:.', In 1865 after ||‘,|1" Hl'ht
disastrous fire ot Barnum’s Muscum, Henry
Ward Beecher, Horace {;:q-:-l.::.._ William Cul-
||‘|l 1'1_1.'3':11“. .'I;r'ul thl'r ||:1||-|r'|'r[ -:"iii:-':rﬂ-' -
posed him as chiel of a greal public museum
to be established in New York, Presideni
Johnson and General Grant furnished entho-
siastic support, and = H, Wales, editor of the
Sctentific American, thousht that such an in-
atitution would “dignify, interest, and amuose
the whole prople.”™ The plans were delayed. a
second fire destroved Barnum’s new collection,
and in 1H69 the American Museum of Natural
History was founded under more respectable

BUEpICes,

\ THIRD influence on American historical
. museums was the historie howuses Tn 1850
the Jonathan Hazhrouck Houwse of Newburgh,
New York, became the first hiztoric house to
open ils doors o the |1|L].-!i-.'. ha W ;L:~'||i||;:l-:||:'.-

Miusenm—Pas and

. Werner, Barnmm

"Hana Huth, “The Hizorical
Present™ (Ms, 19451, 4-5: M.
i Mew York, 1923, 204302,
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headguarters at the end of the Revolution. it
was associated with the General’s angry refusal
af the suggestion made by some of his officers
that he become king of the new nation. Pur-
chased by New York State, the Hashrouck
Houss was administered by a board of local
trusteez.  In 1839 Mount Vernon, Washing.
ton’s plantation home. was placed on public
display by the Mount Yernon Ladies’ Associa-
tion of the Union. It was acquired through the
determined leadership of Miss Ann Pamela
Cunningham of South Carolina after both the
federal government and the Commonwealth of
Virginia refused 1o purchase it. By 1876 In.
dependence Hall, that precious shrine of the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
t'il.':lll_. and the I.illt'rl}' H:-H._ had ]!II'I:'HITII‘ a ]mh-
lie: museum.
al first not as we
know it today. The early projects often de-
stroyed the potential charm of their historic
rooms by displaying historical and even natu-
[‘ul 5'.“'“"“"1"' t'LIt‘i.iJ.-iili!‘.-i: hl]i’[l“iil]’lt".‘" irl E“'ll"t'}'
glass cases. Not until alter 1921 when the
American Wing was opened at the Metropoli-
tan Museum and 1926 when the restoralion
of colonial Williamsburg began was a new
principle in furnishing and using  historic
houzes generally accepted. This principle called
for the natural arrangement of authentic fur.
nishings so as lo give the visitor a sensalion
of realism and participation. Flickering can-
dlez and fragrant Howers heighten his sensory
perceplions: he experiences a feeling of his.
torical mood. a haunting impression of having
])ﬂ}?fd. 1.hi.h hu}' Ilt"l[:lli'. TJ'“" I];Fh"']‘l: I'H.H.l:ﬂ"
arranged according to this principle put the
old planless, dingy, and erowded historical so.
ciety collection lo shame. It introduced new
and powerful motivation in teaching history
to the public,

The industrial revolution with s new leis-
ure and its relatively cheap automobiles has

The historic |:H|-|1:-'1' wis

caused historic houses 1o bloom throughoeut
the American 1't:'|1nlr}'.-ai-t||*. Pt'rhﬂps an even
more important reason for their popularity is
the revival of interest in the basic concepts of
American individuwalism brought about by the
uneasy responsibilities of world leadership and
ﬂ'u‘ cold war with communist J'dt‘ﬂll:lg}'. Tﬂdﬂ}'
there are more than 1,000 historic houses and
entire historie villages open Lo the public. The
Seandinavian folk museums—the first one at

176

SPPRING, [0

Skansen (1891} in Stockholm—stimulated the
growlh of historical villages that move old
structures to @ spacious and beautiful setting.
Thus today there are authentic restoration
villages alter the Williamshurg patlern or oul-
door folk museums like Henry Fords Green-
field Village, the Farmers Muscum at Coopers-
town, or old Sturbridge Village., Both types
use costumes and carriages. restourants serv-
ing traditional foods, music and period plays,
and other appealing devices 1o make history
come to lile,

The National Park Serviee entered the his-
toric preservation movement fully when the
Historie Sites Act of 1935 declared it “na-
tional policy to preserve for public use historic
sites, buildings and objects of national signif-
cance for the inspimtinn H.TH:I. h:*m'ﬁl nF th
people of the United States” Some of the
states have developed ambitious preservation
programs including New York, California,
Ohio, Hlinois, New Jersev, and Pennsylvania.
The National Trust for Historic Preservation
11949} is a central co-ordinating agency for
privately financed preservation projects with
|1r~.|]1'|:l.r A member urguni!n[ian:—:

HE State Historical Society of Wisconsin

until recently took little part in the devel.
apment of the American historical museum,
After two false starts, the Hﬂl'il'l}" Wis reor-
canized early in 1851 with the driving and
driven Lyman Copeland Draper as ils executive
secretary. This zealous colleclor of historical
materials of the Old West never achieved his
dream of producing a great series of histories
of the frontier heroes, A demonic procrastina-
Lion kl'}ll him from Writirilr.{ hooks and pushPll
him to the edge of the dark land of hysteria and
despair; he often told his successor. Reuben
Gold Thwaites, that he had wasted hiz life in
puttering, Still; like a man waking from a
nightmare, toward the end of his career he
hv;:gun lo realize that his impate“ce was nol
complete. Though he had failed abysmally 1o
attain his higher purpose, he had built a noble
institution in his beloved Historical Society,
His ceaseless struggle to discover, collect, and
preserve the raw materials of history had been
worth-while in itsell,

When Lyman Draper and hiz [riend Judge
Charles Larrabee in 1853 drew up the state
ment of purposes for the Society’s charter and



ALEXANDER

constitution, they listed the following functions
in order of importance: (1) library; (2) pub-
lications: (5] picture zallery; and 13) cabinet
or muzenm, This ranking remained in [oree
throughout Diraper’s administration which
ended in 18556,

Draper made several lasting contributions
to historical society administration. He se-
cured continuing and generous support [rom
1851 forward by building a society that served
the broad historical interesta of the state, Mem-
bership in the society was open 1o everyone
interested in Wisconzin history, and annual
dues were kept small with members receiving
maore services than they actually paid for. The
crowning glory of the Society was its library.
one of the greal historical libraries of this
country, with superh eollections of hooks, gov-
ernment documents, newspapers. and manu-
scripts.  Publications consisted chiefly of the
tem volumes of miscellaneouz Collections;
Ihculf_r_]:l put Iu-,q:*iiw.r wilth more t‘rl'li]}lﬂ.‘-ii!—: on
antiquarianism than scientific history. they dis-
seminated many valuable accounts of early
Wisconzin, Even the picture gallery was pre-
eminent with 135 oil and crayon paintings of
leading Wisconsin political figures, pioneers,
Indian chiefs. battlefields, and other subjects,
Here, again, Draper's enthusiazsm for collee.
tion interested artists, legislators. and business.
men in providing the paintings. He skillfully
blended the appeals of historical imporlance
and personal vanity,

But the cabinet or museum was carelessly
gathered with no critical definition of s feld
and slight authentication of individual pieces,
Accessions included a silken tassel from the
bed of Mary Queen of Seots, a fragment of
the frigate Constitution, a rosary ol olive wood
from the Mount of Olives, a leal from the
Charter Dak, 1wo |:'|1i|19 !._[uawud ]1:,' beavers in
Chippewa County, o small double-headed snake
(in aleohol) found at Mineral Point. a sec:
tiom of the Atlantic Cable, an ivorv cane head
carved by a prisoner in the Bastille, twa |ri:atu|5
taken from murderers serving life terms in the
Wisconsin State Prison, and an Egyptian mum-
my s hand said to have been of a priestess or
princess, It is difficult to find good historical
malerials among these curiosities. Artifactz of
prehistoric Indians were sometimes important
and included the Perking Collection of 9,000
pieces. especially rich in copper implements,
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obtained in 1875 and exhibited at the Phila-
delphia Centennial, There were also Wiscon-
ST 5|1i|1p|u!—:l!|'r CUrrency, Lelian trade uhjr:rts.
the silver belt buckle and seal of Charles de
Langlade, Pierre Grignon’s silver soufThosx,
and much Civil War equipment.

Alter 1866 the Society was housed in the
State Capitol. Its faithful cabinet keeper, who
served voluntarily and as a labor of love Tor
[ourteen vears before his death at the ape of
eighty-nine, was a fine old man, Isase Lyon,
a member of the Society’s Board of Curators.
In 1873 Dr. Draper reported that Lyon had
“during the year materially enriched his col-
lection of .-'-pl'L:'lmrur- of natural |li.-st0!‘}' and
curiosities generally, now on deposit with the
Society, and has generously continued his per-
somal services in exhibiting them to our nu-
merous visitors.™ The yearly attendance at
picture gallery amd cabinet was reported al
between 2000000 gnd 35,000,

Reuben Gold Thwaites succeeded UI‘&!‘J(‘T as
superintendent of the Society and moved in a
dozen directions 1o improve its activities, Sys.
tematic and vigorouz collection of the mate-
rials of Wisconsin history was coupled with a
constant stream of publications, well planned,
carefully researched, and attractively writlen,
Best of all, Thwaites seenred a beautilul new
building for the Society on the campug of the
Lniversity of Wisconsin o as to insure maxi-
mum use of historical resources by the facully
and students.

In 1899 Thwaites analyzed the funclions
of the Society, The library was its first concern
amd always would be, Next in importance
vame historical research and publication, Then
followed the muscum and art g::]frr}', the part
of the Society’s work that chiefly appealed to
the public; its importance az a factor in popu.
lar education could not be overestimated,
Thwaites urged the state to support the first
two Tunctions and private benefaction the last,
He had already establizhed an Antiquarian
Fund designed chiefly Lo support the museum
and into which hall the 't'l:lt:rl!bf]‘sllip [ees and
receipts [rom the sale of duplicates went as
well as special gifls,

When the Society moved to its stately neo-
classic building in 1904, the museum found

" State Historical Saciety of Wisconsin, Callections,
T2 | :"||.ull.i.‘-l.l-ll. 18764,
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spacious new gquarlers on the fourth Hoor and
was arcanged in handsome cazes. reported o
look egpecially well when lighted at night, But
the fourth-Hoor location and overhead r_-k:l.]i;:l]h
proved handicaps:
inacceszible 1o the public and unbearably hot
in simmier,

In 1908 the Antiguarian Fund’s principal
reached $10.000, and the executive committes
voted 300 from it annually for “prosecuting

the musenm was relatively

historical 'lrn't':-ﬁ:_-atiun amd for }:rmul"mg for
the Museum desirable objects of historie or
ethnographical interest.™ That February,
Charles Edward Brown became chief of the
pewly created Museam Department; at first
he gave two-thirds of hiz time to the Historical
Society and one-third to the Wisconsin Arche-
(]l‘”'r_.ri:"kl] HLJ(';l'l}',

Charlie Brown, as he was affectionately
known throughout the stale, set wp a broad
museum program. It included turning over
the natural history materials to the University,
'I‘l"ll!'lil'lﬁr_ "rHI r"ilf'i"'ﬂ":\-iﬂl“il'l:_t II"‘ l"l“"l'ii{"l. !‘«-:\'F"
tematically searching for historical and ethno-
graphical objects. chiefly of Wisconsin, and
organizing special exhibits in ecases apd on
movalle sereens, some of which eirculated in
libraries and schools i the state, School classes
anil other groups hegan visiting the museum
in large numbers, This lively increase in activ.
'11_';. backed I'I:l.' exeellent newspaper atd [rerr-
sonal publicity, paid off, and in 1911 the
legislature added 1o the Sociely’s appropriation
S2.000 vearly. varmarked for museum use,

For the next twenty vears the museum main-
tained it level of interest and under
HI]FJI'I"hIlE‘I:]r]l'Iﬂ Milis M. leifl' its :-:[JH"ui[ aje-
propriation reached #5000, But the depres.
sion years changed all thar. The Societv’s funds
were cut. the 25,000 disappeared enlirely in
1932, and as economic conditions became more
1!r|':1r}'. HU|H-r'|r11|'||Lh'r|I. ,Im:-'t""l]l =chafer and
the execulive commmillee |'uu;.:}ll :]l:l:_-pﬂ"_'-' Ly
save the hasic administrative staff. the library,
the publications program. and linally the mu-
seum. For a time Mr, Brown was directing a
WPA project, and the museum waz at a vir-
h,m| hl:]l]:‘l.‘i[ill.

e

Spate Historieal Seciety of Wisconsin, Proeeed-
ings, D627 | Misalisom, 1O00 ),
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EANWHILE., American muoseams  had

moved forwanl,. When collection, cura-
torial care, and zcholarship were their chief
H-II'II.‘_-. |H"‘i,|"|'}' LI e l'[ll“'lii'l‘i Lo {“""r“-““"ill",
IHHI]'I} Ilﬂhh":l HI'Id i!'lﬂ.ll"‘lil]ill.l"l}' Illl:“.'ii'ii., LI'II-lE
pictures hung frame-to-frame and three or four
rows deep were well enough. But a far-reach.
ing change ook place in the underlying phil-
vzophy of the exhibit, Az education and inter-
pretation became imporlant purposes of the
T RTT i N iu"l'l:*r l‘ii.ﬁll].u}' Im*ihndﬁ Wit impﬂ'u-
tive to tell the story. Hlur}'lrlii.n;z—--ll]ul is the
key word—became the heart of the exhibit.
Materials must have meaning and be attrac-
tively arranged with laste and showmanship,
They needed o communicate with a broader
and broader andience—collectors, specialists,
H"I'I”I:J.l E"hih‘l]’l"l’l. IJIII'IiI}' gl'f]ll}]ﬁ, ‘I'uﬁllﬂl L L

Liomisls, m."lugt'uu!'iﬂrii-.

New lechniques developed rapidly from the
series of world’s fairs which besan with Lon-
don’s Crystal Palace in 1851 and from the in-
fluence of :]L'Fmrlmrlﬂ sloTes ur|r| Juh't'rti.qiu:_r
as well gs the upplit'ulinn of modern art and
industrial design. The famed Armory Show al
New York in 1913 brought radical Puropean
paintings like Marcel Duchamp’s “Nude De.
scending a Staircase” to the npolice of an
amazed, if not disturbed, public. Modern and
traditional arl might sometimes clash. but mu.
seums began o deal with structure, space,
form, color, and light as a unified whole, not
as unrelated elements,

As display became important, museums be-
gan to divide their holdings into study collec.
tions not shown to the public and into a
1'(Jr|:~'l.ﬂu||_'r 1'hu:lgi:|g series of .-|.'H.'l:'iu| exhibitz,
Drioramas with their miniature modeled groups
portraved sreal moments in history, preferably
dramalic ones, with carclully scaled authentic
details of architecture, landscape, Turnishings,
and costume. The period room, tried somewhat
sketehily at Madison with a New England colo-
nial kitchen and a Milwaukee drugstore, was
brought to a point of near perfection ai the
Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur Musenm
opened in Delaware in 1951, Audio-vizual aids
such as volor slides, Glmstrips, motion pictures,
and message repeaters became common, Mu-
seams of seienee and i1|ﬂm‘-tr:r', leli'rm':] after
Il'll." [urlllm.-i :“Illﬁl'lllrl !.1. ?'F'[l.lrl;l'll,
adided |r|'..'|:ih-|rul‘.[0|| u|H’:I"11I50|L ane other visitor
participation devices,

Dentsehes
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Thiz modern concept of the historical mu-
seum was introduced at Madizon in 1941 when
a former director the the New York State His-
torical rhoszen the
Wisronsin Historical Sociely, ?r.hq' first issue of

Asaociation was to head
the Wisconsin Mogezine of History that ap-
peared in his administration carrvied g pew
section entitled “Chats with the Editor.” One
of the first chats dealt with ""I.'Icuiq-rni;.riu:_f a
Museum™ and announced changing monthly
shows in the main _ul'llullt|-|§mrl' corridor of the
!“'l:l('iI"_'nrh |:v||if~|i||,'_'."' The firat of these, “Wia.
Indians,” followed “The
French in Wisconsin®™ “Pioneer Lile in Wis-
consin,” and many others. Fach week one of
the Socicly’s portrails was lo bask in well-
“Paor-
Special programs for

Consins was bey

]l-:.'ilh'qi "_'lll.r'\ on a first-floor |:I||r|i1|j_" =
of the Week.”
school classes were promised, and cireulating
exhibits to the schools. The magazine listed
additions to the museum 'I'|'_'_":I|i.'lr|‘| just as those

Lrat

to the library had alwavs been announced.

I the next five Veidrs the mnseum received
as much emphasiz as wartime conditionz would
allow, When the Sociely’s direclor moved on 1o
another position in 1946, negotiations were
well :.Ilﬂl:l;.' toward the il-'lqlﬁ-'-ilillu of a branch
historic house. the stately Viclorian mansion
of the Dousman lamily al Prairie du Chien.
known a2 Yilla Louiz

The next divector of the Wisconsin Histori-
cal Society, D, Clifford L. Lord, also trained
al the New York State Historical Association
al {:tﬁlsll'r-hl'.'\.ll. 'I'I'I'-‘.l"'(l (4] |li" e I.|F 1|I|' Imisl
accomplished historical promoters of the en-
tire countey. The central museum at Madison
p:l'l:-lll|11|: fl'urn ||||, I-rih-r h!l!ll.l':lrt |H" -\'.||!|I.'i.'-lr'|1'r.|
for the Socicty in all ils departments and in
1949 a separate musenm appropriation was
regained. A major improvement lor the mu-
seum came when it obtained first-Hoor space
alter ||"H' n{ 1||lll..ii‘-l'1lrl.-ill
moved into its own building,

Mol only did Dr. Lord obtain a Historymo-
hile (195%) to take significant exhibils far

L'niversity Library

and wide I|||'u|:|;_'|||-||l the state each year, but
the ll|u'|".1lirtr| of three
regional historic house museums, The first of
these was Villa Louis at Prairie du Chien, put

the S il.'|:l took over

inlo hirst-class condition by the Fo R Bigelow

W AF fsrnnain af History, 25:257-250

{Muarch, 19421,

” r|§.l|'f.l. nie

HIET

179

Y

MUSELUAS

|"'|'|||||.|.||ir||| tuz:l |||'-|'r|1'-:| '||I|l||'r |_|i-:' H-u'il'li--»
apspices in 1952 alter a consideralde dispute
with a mavor of Prairie du Chien. The second
Was 1H|] “ i'IIlI' “I'IIH' 118 J_I:::-.:_I] [ | -I;i;_"l-
coach inn al Greenbuosh ]|:1|I-h'.|:. st eeen =hie
This property
included Butternut House and several outhaild-

boyean and Fond duo Lae

ings., Lhe whaole beauwtifully restored and
authentically furnished by the Kohler Founda-
tion under the sparkling leadership of Mrs.

Buth De Youne Kohler. The grounds are muaim-

tained by the Wiscansin Conservation Depart-

Line

fevilon

mpseum, phatographed inothe porfrait gelleey wbowr 1903,

ment which has even more 1o do with the
third property. Stoneliel] Plantation, situated
in Nelwon Dewey Park near Cassfield. With
the help of state and local authorities and pub
e and privale resources, Governor Dewey’s
plantation iz being restored and 8 Farm and
Crafts Muzeum iz being constructed there,
The Society haz also contemplated adminis.
tering =everal other historic sites or muzeums,
The general plan has been o develop them
with capital funds furnished by some other
AgenCy or Fuil.c&le- araLp until I|u'j| are in ;_'u-HE
running condition and then to turn them over
o the Soviely with operating costs furnished
sl e
for this treatment have included the Fleazar
Williams Cabin at De Pere, the Wizconsin Ter-

ritarial r.,':}lil-ll and H|J|I|'1'||'H' Court “||H1H1|;_'

through admission [ees. Properties sogg

al old Belmont. the Upper Missisippi Indian
Village at Aztalan. the Cireos World Musenm
sl I:.‘?i:l.!lllll_ the Mational |'=.:*.i|'|-..:?|_1. Muozeum at

¥
!

Green Bay, the Brisbois House, and the Medi.
cal History Musewm at Prairie du Chicn.
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HIS rapid expansion has made the Wis-

cansin Historical Society a leader in the his-
torical museum held in this country, All of us
interested in historical museums as powerful in-
struments of popular education are watching
Wisconzin and its Historical Society closely,
Dy, Lord argued that “So long as the Soviely
rigidly confines itsell to sites of real impor-
tanee localed neay qu]ur pl:puluﬁun centers
and main arteries of travel, it can eontinue
its present policy of aperating these sites on a
self-supporting basis.” He justified “develop-
ing a network of really significant sites, bit by
bit, vear by vear, on two grounds: (1) the
ohvious values of making historv come alive,
and (2} the erassly commercial argument of
augmenting considerably Wisconsins tourist
business and visitor appeal.”™!

These ['lrini."i!.'l'll':'.."" seem 1o be correct theoreti-
cally, but their application iz not easy. The
attendance Ii;_-un-_‘ for the three branch mu-
seums how  in operation are not uniformly
healthy, and capital improvements are not met
in an entirely satisfactory way under present
arrangements. The experience of other states
has also shown that political pressures often
enter into determining what historical siles
possesz real importance.

Experience elsewhere would suggest that the
Wisconsin Historical Society would be wise to
sponzor a careful survey of all historie sites
and building= in the state. The National Park
Service is in the midst of such a survey as part
al its Mission 06 program. It divided Ameri-
can history into 16 themes or periods and has
added five archavological themes, Tt will prob-
ahbly nominate between 2000 and 4,000 build-
ings and sites of exceptional value in commem-
ul‘&lin;_- or illu:-:lt‘ulln'z-‘ thie |L1'.‘-!4.'rr}' of the United
States. The Park Service will b under no obli.
gation to acquire these places, but the desir.
ability of preserving or restoring them will be
[Juinl:*r! oul o oall |r|:|E1]1'|' unfl TI[i\'Hti‘ preserva-
Lion ugf'rnr]o:s.

The National Trust for Historie Preserva
tion is doing a simpler survey for the historie
buildings of Virginia. It has examined about
S3.000) places of hiztorical interest and iz evalu
ating their impertance and considering the
assignment of priorily classifications. The New

" Srate Historical =ociely ol Wiseonsin, Proceed-
ings, [955-1956 {Madison, 19561, %,
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Jersey Department of Conservation and Eeo-
nomic Development is engazed in still another
ach sUrvey.

This kind of historical planning would seem
to have many advantages over the old laissez.
faire method of preserving buildings because
of chance, local conditions, or |J::l|ilif.'ﬂl pres-
sures, (Mhviously not all buildings or sites listed
would be suitable for |u1i|ﬁl' :ii:ap!u'_l.", bt Many
of them could be preserved by adapting them
to other worth-while community uscs. Such
surveys are nol inespensive because they de-
mand meticulous planning, thorough research,
and expert technical assistance. Butb the Wis-
consin Historical Hm'i-.'l}' 15 ;[J{'au}' ul:‘p'anj!-.’d
t provide over-all supervision and to enlist a
jury of experts to pass upon the worth of build-
ings and sites, Perhaps foundation or private
H.‘i.“-i!"tﬂf“'l" r'ullm IH" E‘H"'ld L 'illall(:l‘ ".-ii.ll'EI il
project.

Art museums, science museums, and even
children’s and  industrial museums have 26t
high standards of planning, organization. and
operation well understood by those serving
these educational institutions. But history mu-
seums, though the most numerous of all, have
lagged behind the others in defining their
purposes and adopting professional standards.
The Wisconsin Historical Society has the kind
of organization that can achieve both a well-
planned central museum at Madison and a
J.:ruprr]}' 1':1-un|iml[rﬂ statewide series of his-
toric houszes and outdoor museums. Its central
stafll can furmizh the technieal =kill needed by
the state system. Thiz iz the kind of pioneering
opportunity that faced the Soviely under its
first two great leaders, D, |.'||'ﬂ]}E‘r and Dr,
Thwaites. and the public response and enthu-
siasm for such a program of popular historical
educalion can be greater than anything the
Sociely has yel experienced,

As Dr. Julian P. Bovd has so gracefully
put it; “Our historic shrines, our parks, our
ri'.&l:nral'iun.l;. alr [JJI;:‘L'I.I'II.'L and our monuments
constitute o vast textbook across the land,
wherein millions of people may decpen their
experience, renew their acquaintance with the
roote of their institutions, and occasionally en-
counter those rare moments of understanding
and insight that regenerate our strength.™'?

* Tulian P. Bowd., “The Uncheriched Pag,”™ in the
Wyoming | Pennsylvanial Commemorative  Associa-
tion, Proceedings, 1958, 8,



THE MAKING OF
MENOMINEE COUNTY

By Paxton Harr

N JULY 30, 1959, Governor Gavlord Nel-

zon zigned into law a bill creating Wis-
consin's  seventy-second  countv—NMenominee.
The governor's action is of more than ordinary
historical interest for several reasons: Menom-
inee County is Wisconsin's first new county
since Rusk was formed in 19017 the Menomi-
nee Indians and their advisors had been work-
ing on plans for the new county for six years:
and nationally, the new county establizhes a
precedent that may serve as a guide to future
Ilﬂ.ill“;ng IJ{ inr]ian Hﬁ“irﬁ-,

The new law will take effect on December
31, 1960, when the federal government termi-
nates its 105-year supervision of the Menomi-
nee Indians, The new county will be comprized
of the seven townships in Shawano County
and the three in Ovonto County that are now
t!“:' f‘l"l."r“'"rl;n“i' ]I'Hiial'l I’i"‘.‘“'.'l'\'alii_lﬂ. TI'H" ilﬂi]“-
lation of the new county will be about 3,500
—mostly Menominee Indians—making it the
state’s smallest in population, although ils 365
square miles makes it sixty-Tourth in area®

The sequence of events leading to the forma.
l;ﬂl’l UF :‘Iil"l'lﬂmiﬂf"l' l.:l.“]l'll.!" hl';:_l:].rl on JIJII"
I3, 1951, when the Menominees won an
88, 500L.000 judgzment apainst the United States
government. After fifteen years of litigation,

TJohie Patrick Hunter, *Wisconsin Gets its T2
Connty as Nelson Signa Menomines Bill,” Madizen
Capital Times July 30, 1939, p. 1.

“Ahid. The trile expects considerable expansion in
the populstion of the county throogh the leasing of
recrentional Taeilities,

1581

the tribe established that the government had
mismanaged the Menominee forest prior to
1O by permitting annual cullings of more
than the twenty million board feet allowed by
law. When attorney fees were subtracted from
the award. the Menominees netted $7.630,000."
This ameunt, plus the tribe’s timber assils
{earrently worth about 30,000,000 at stump-
age value't and itz zawmill and other assets
{worth about 8100006007 1, makes the Meno-
minees by far the richest of the six iribes in
Wizeonsin and one of the richest in the United
States,

The judgment would have increased the
amount of tribal money held in trust and aceru-
ing interest in the United States Treasury lo
approximately S10,500L000. The Menominees
asled that 81,750,000 of this amount be paid
to the 3.270 enrolled members of the tribe at a
per-capita rate of $1,500." Menominee fami-
lies wanted to add this amount to the income
earned [rom logging, working in the sawmill,
farming, and from highway and other govern-

"Governor's Commission on Human Rights, Meme.
randnent Welaeing fo Menominee i Trike | Madi-
wpp, 19541, 3.

"Wiceonsin  Legislative Council, General Report
(Madizon, 19594, ¥, 104,

* Thid.

" Memorandum. op. cit., 3,



WISCONSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY

mental work, But Senator Arthur Watkins of
Ltah, then Chairman of the Subcommities on
Indian affairs. wold the tribe that the paymen
would have to be ted 1o wermination of federal
supervision of the tribe’s resources and affairs,

Bealizing that termination of their status
az “warde” of the federal government would
mean that their 233.902-acre reservation would
become subject to taxes, and fearing that their
tribal assets and enterprises would he laid
open Lo l.'!xp|uilﬂlhn|. h_'r white mien, the tribe
resisted. They told Senator Watkins to forgel
Lis termination scheme, and they in turn would
withdraw their request Tor the per-capita pay-
ment. But Senator Watkins then said that ter.
I:I:Iil:iEI[iun Wis ;"!ﬂiTIF lhrﬂugh ﬂ]l}'hﬂ\\'f

In Indian affairs, “termination’” means the
withdrawal by the federal government from
all responzibility to an Indian tribe and the
transfer to the tribe of all property held in
trust {or it. Though suggested frequently in
prast decades, termination was not written into
law unti] 1953 in the frst session of the B3rd
Congress. House Concurrent Resolution 108
declared it to be the sense of Congress that
certain tribes, including the Menominees, “al
the earliest possible time . . . should be freed
from Federal supervision and control and from
the dizabilities and ]il:ﬁlﬂ.linm—x .~'~p|~r"|.u|;!}' ap-
plicable to Indians.” The bill proclaimed that
it is the policy of Congress “as rapidly as pos.
sihle to make the Indians within the territorial
limits of the United States subject 1o the same
laws and entitled to the =ame privileges and re-
sponsibilities as are applicable to other citizens
af the United States, to end their slalus as
wards of the United States. and 1o Zranl them
all of the rights and prerogatives pertaining to
American citizenship,”

In opening the Mepominer reservation lo
taxes, Public Law 399 of the 83rd Conpress—
Lhe ::pu:';ﬁ.i' Menomines  lermination  act—
Lirus-[it'&“jr' curtailed the EOY eroment’s 1851
treaty with the tribe. Thiz treaty, which pro.
vided the Menominees with their commonly
held reservation in Shawano and Oconle coun-
ties about ifty miles northwest of Green Bay,
named the reservation “a home to be held as

A lgernon 13, Black, Hrr.ll.l.'.l' on Conditions an Three
Indian  Keserpations | Aszociation on American In-
dinn Affairs, Ine., New York, 10541, 5,
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Indian lands are held,™ that is, permanently
and without taxation. At the time of the treaty
Menominee head chiels complained that they
W rir:rl'l.'li i :"i;.fl'l |.||“Il'|I I.Ilrl‘i.l.‘.:" 1‘]’ |"|‘i||g I=
movid west of the Mississippi. far from their
homeland, which belore the coming of Lhe
white man had consisted of  approximately
0500000 acres in what are now Wisconsin
and Michizgan, Between 1831 and the 1834
trealy, the tribe had already ceded—al an av.
Crage prit':* of about thirteen cenls an acre
over nine million acres lor use by other Indian
tribes and by the Uniled States.” 5o il is nol
hard to understand why the head chiefs com.
plained and why, a hundred years later, their
sNS I'l.ai'lg“'jl :"‘_"it‘m-llnr l\"’u‘ki":" "lil l"“’l;:_'_l' 'h'h.h“"
they learned “what he did 1o us""""

DOWEVER, il termination had to become
the new [ederal Indian policy, it was logi-
cal to pick on the Menominees, In addition Lo
their tribal wealth | part of which, incidentally,
lhr}' use Lo pay L .~=i|:|u.r_1.' of the sovernment
agent on the reservation and the expenses of
schools, a hospital, welfare work, and law en-
forcement ). the tribe s almost fully aceultu-
rated. Only a very few. mainly the old people,
.r-|u,=z1;|»; i I".ng'['ish. nly H”r’f! per cent are illit-
erale, ”"ll_'r' 5 per cent of the children between
2ix amd eighteen vears do not attend school,
though unfortunately very few go on to col-
lege.'t Next to nothing is left of their old
tribal eustoms or religious practices | most Me-
nomineez  have long been Catholics). The
Mepominees work for a living, watch televi-
sion. go 1o doctors and dentists, have a demo.
cratic tribal government, and drive late-model
cars to Milwaukee o walch the Braves play
ball. They are & hand=ome, intelligent, and in-
dustrious people. They live and think pretty
much as= do their white neighbors in Shawano
and Oconto counties, with whom they have
sood relations. In the eyes of the federal gov-
ernment, therefore, they were ready to go it on
their own,

EIbid., 2,

M. Keesing, The Menaming [ndions of Wiscon-
st (American Philosophical Society. Philadelphia,
10309, 142,

" Letter to the writer [rom a Menominee Indian,

L Hlur"x. T, P T
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“Lll 'l'lll.tf'l! I}"I.llil' ]_.U."."u' ';':JI:) Wias IH!."‘ﬁi'l]. ]Hiﬂ'i["
swepl the tribe. Do the minds of some of the
Menominees, the law represented a forced land
zral by the while man, Most Menominees felt
that they would never be able 1o meet the taxes
on their lands, They would have to sell out to
limber interests similar 1o the notorious Pine
Ring, whose powerful lobby a hundred years
ago nearly succeeded in wrenching the timber
from the tribe'* Their jobs would disappear,
They would lose their right to hunt and fish
as they pleaze on the land handed down to
them E:I'_lf' their Torefathers, Their Way of life as
a people would be fragmented.

Public Law 3949 stipulated that termination
was lo lake cffect on December 31, 1958, Thus
the tribe had but five years to work oul some
kind of plan for salvaging its future bevond
that date. Une sociologist, keenly aware of
attitudes of dependence and apathy built up
in the minds of many Menominees by o cen-
tury of wardship and paternalism, felt that
the tribee should have had “a consistent and
well thought-out program . . . many vears in
advance of the tlermination date™® Many
Menominees felt that they could never prepare
adequately, no matter how much time they
had.

Nevertheless, the tribal leaders and the more
thoughtful members began considering ways
of meeting termination. One possibility would
b to ligquidale the tribal assels and disperse.
Such action would provide a single per-capita
payment of about $4.500"—hardly satisfac.
torv. Moreover, the tribe would lose its iden-
tity as a people, and few Indian tribes, no
maller how Factionalized, want to dishand.

There had been talk even before the lermi-
nation act of making the reservation a siate
or national forest.,"” Since thi=s plan would not

¥ Keesing, apr. cit., 1661619,

P David W, Ames, “Comments on the Menomines
Plan for Termination,” in Materials for Menonines
Iidion  Stwdy  Committee  (Wisconsin Legislative
Coonncil, .’ﬂ.al“s;n:ll, 1950, R, 49,

Wik, 2. 1F sale of property on i suetained-yield
=iz had not been required, thiz payment would have
heen more than doubled.

= Professor Ames recommended this as “the rela-
tively ‘ideal” plam” See ihid., 8. The real ohetacle to
this plan seems not 1o have been the Menominess'
alvections It rather the alwenee of about SH0000,000
in Tederal or state funds, which would have heen e
||Llin:d fn CORR i e thies trifee,
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mean the destroction of Indian homes or the
loroing operations, some Menominees favored
it. But others argued that it would mean the
end of unlimited hunting and fishing and that
the Menominees would experience the hnmilia-
tion of hfing added o the SCenery as white
men locked into the woods with tents and
CAMETAL,

Still another possibility would be 1o merge
into the political, social, and economic strue
tures of Shawano and Oconto counties, with
earh Menominee relaining privately about
sixly acres of the old, commonly held reserva.
tion land. But this would mean that the Me-
nominees would no longer be a sell-governing
entity but a minority group living under laws
made by the whites for the benefit of the
whites,

It became clear that the best solution would
b g separate Menominee county with a tribal
business arrangement. 1 such plans could be
worked oul. the tribe would retain its identity
as a people and have the opportunity to de-
velop itz own leadership and resources. Alter
extensive discussion in ils General Council,
the tribe conducted a referendum on the issue
on September 9, 1958, “0f 1,714 ballots, 721
were relurned, and 622 of the 721 Menominee
Indians who marked the ballot favored a sepa-
rate county.”™"

These resulls constiluled not LIJ‘I!_'!." an over-
whelming sentiment in favor of a separate
county. but aleo a resounding vole of conh-
dence in the special Coordinating and Negoti-
ating Committee set up by the tribe in Novem-
ber, 1957, to co-ordinate all aspects of
termination and Lo consult and nl‘.'f_'vl'.rtiah’ with
nontribal organizations with the goal of mak-
ing realistic recommendations to the tribe on
the problems of termination, As head of the
l'l:)TlI[I]illl!!'., the Menominees elected ﬂf*nrgr W,
Kenote, an outstandingly able son of the tribe,
who zot a leave of absence from a good jol in
Washington as Assistant Direclor of Law and
Order with the Bureau of Indian Affairs. As
rhairman, he was ably assisted by Gordon
Dickie, Mitchell A, Dodge, and James G.
Frechette, chairman of the tribe’s Advisory
Council.

Oee of the frst actions of Kenote's com.
miltee was o ask for an extension of the effec.

o reneral .Ilfr'r.n.l.'.l, opn ity I,
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live date of termination, The 85th Congress
responded with Public Law 488, allowing a
two-year extension until December 31, 1960,
The bill also provides that all termination ex-
penses contracted before July 1, 1958, hut
Iy half those incurred subsequently will be
eimbursed by the federal government. The
total possible reimbursement provided for is
£275,000, The bill directs the tribe 1o prepare
its lermination plan (including arrangements
for the future control of tribal property an
for the service functions—health, education,
wellare, credit, roads, and law and order) hv
February 1, 1959; but a subsequent period of
six. months is allowed for adjustments in case
the Sl"t‘:l'l:'[ﬂj'}' af the Interior finds the p]au un-
Ill'l't‘phlh]l', In the absence of agrecment bae-
tween the tribe and the Secretary by July 31,
1959, the Secretary is directed 1o transfer the
property to a trustee of his choice for manage-
ment or disposition for the benefit of the tribe.
Tht" .“T'I?Ilﬂn'li"l""- I:'lF CAFLITSEY, “ﬂnll;“-l" Ii:l ﬂ\ﬂid
that at all costs. Since they had to be termi.
nated against their wishes, they wanted to be

terminated their own way il possible,

Their own way., a separate county, would re.
quire special state legislation. And before the
lawmakers would pass enabling  legislation,
[hf'}' too, like the Ft‘l'l’l'“l]’}' of the Interior,
would require sound ceonomic planning, To
assist them with this formidable task, Kenote's
committee retained the Milwavkee law firm of
Fairchild, Foley, and Sammond,

Mr. Frederic Sammond took charge of the
extiaordinarily complex job of creating the
]l'gﬂl Iﬂ“gudi‘.\l" r"r 1]“" W I'l"]"l}" ﬂ'l'u:l h'l_l:"ﬁ'
Mneas t*nterpri_q* and of t“c]:l.l.liulrlp’ the |r|1lr|.~i I
and oblaining approval [rom the tribe, the state
legislature and governor, and the Department
of the Interior—all within a federally imposed
schedule of deadlines, Diflicult l}mugh the task
was, oul of it grew the plans for the county
HI'H'! I.Illt" new {'urpurﬂlinn '.Tl .l"l"' kﬂ[]“". a5 :“I'_"
nominee Enterprises. loc

HE PURPOSE of Menominee Enterprizes

is to operate for tribal profit the tribe’s
forest resourees, The |'ur]:|1r.;|riur| will he von-
trolled |:}' seven Drustees elecled ]l:.' the Me-
pominess or seVel-year ﬁ!ilj:;;l-l't'ti terms. Four
trustecs are to be Menominees and three are to
be non-Menominees who are prominent 'Wis-
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eonsin cilizens and genuine friends of the tribe,
The trustees are to serve without pay. to meet
at least once a year, and to elect a hoard of
directors, '

The board of directors will consist of four
enrolled Menominees and five other citizens
whe, the tribe hopes, will be able and expe-
rienced businessmen, including persons with
a knowledge of lumbering, mill operations,
and finance, The directors are to be paid a
reasonable compensation for their zervices and
are to elect and direct the company’s operating
officers who will run the timber operations,
recreational and resort activities {(aimed at
capitalizing on the scenery and wildlife), the
local public utilities, and perhaps ather indus-
trial malters,

The operating officers will probably at fivsi
be experienced lumbermen who, over a period
of years, will be expected to train and develop
young Menominees for executive positions in
the corporation,

In the c}ril_-'mzl] p]uusn the board of trustees,
like the board of directors, was to consist of
more outsiders than Menominees, But in a
mecling of the tribe’s General Council held
Januvary 10, 1959, this provision was opposed.
As one Menominee expressed it, I have a
family and children that 1 want to protect. I
iz a mistake to grant power in these boards
to outsiders that don’t have an investment here.
I believe the balance of power should rest with
the tribe. In vears to come we will be con-
demned for allowing contral to get oul of our
;:ruup."‘" This sentiment carried. and the ratio
was changzed.

On the zame day, a similar, though tempo-
rary, change was made in the composition of
the board of directors, One of the persons sup-
porting this change was a member of the
tribe’s Coordinating and MNegotiating Commil-
tee, Bul the issue was brought up again in
another General Council on Janovary 17, and
this man reversed himself:

T This anid subsequent information about Menomi-
nese I':Iltl"rrlr.lﬂl"ﬂ iﬁ Itrﬂ'“-'l'l [rlllll Ihl“ "I.l'tii.]i:'ﬁ ':'I: ]I'H'{!'I'-
poration and the Yoting Trust Agreement contained
i a general plan for the Menomines termination
sttlimitted] 1o Secretary of the Interior Fred A, Seaton
by Fairchild, Foley, and Sammond with tribal ape
proval,

" Minutes of the ceneral eriil u_||: the Menomines
Tndian Tribe Held o Keshena, Wisconsin, January
T, 1959, p. &,
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After returning home last Saturday, T sal
down and thought of the action that was
taken, 1 came to the conclusion that 1 for
one made a mistake Wrting for thal amend-
ment. 1t is not always easy to publicly ad-
mit & mistake. But we have so much at stake
that T Feel it my duoty now to take a position
and explain to you in my personal opinion,
[ waz wrong, 1 don’t want anyone to think
for one moment 1 am accusing the Menomi-
nees of Iu'ing 5I||EJ'LJ. I won'l aceuse Yo
of being stupid. Al through the discussion
[ have tried to arrive at the conclusion as
to what hve tribal members T would want
to have on the board of directors to handle
the affairs of my three children. | am hav-
il:l'r': trouble FII!H.“HH four, let alone fve. This
iz one point 1 want to make. 1t iz difficult
to make, believe me. [ talked this question
over with a number of people in Neopit
and Keshena, | have talked it over with my
brother. | asked him point blank if [ for
one could serve capably on that board. *I
want vou to tell me the truth.” =1 don’t think
you know enough about business 1o serve on
that board of directors,” was his answer. |
cerfainly could not qualify 1o serve on that
board of directors. O all the people | have
talked to. not a single one rould tell me they
could, withoul hesitalion, vole five tribal
members 1o serve on that board of direc-
tors, ™

But fear of white exploitation was strong,
Another Menominee rose to challenge him:

Wouldn't it be better business for you peo-
ple if you eould run vour own business?
Why should anyhody now here want to take
away the last hi! ﬁmt ¥iml ]11'(!}:11' hﬂ!.'r? 'ﬁ-‘rhy
do vou have to give it up to the white man?
The white man came and took amvthing he
wanted for his own benefit, Why do we have
to give up that little hit? It iz time we op-
pose people outside,*

In rl?jfl.'tiurr{ this 1'}|u":'n;,:1'. the first H|u‘u1‘.|'1‘
presented the heart of the argument for while

eontrol:

“.i-.rf-."l‘n’-n"l".\ u_||' f.‘rr' feeneral Cmm.-r'.l' n-f H'lg' .{fr'u:.lrr.lr'nr'r'
Tadian Teibe Held o Kesbheng, B isconsin, ]u,lumr? 175
T RN

* Thid,, p. 10,
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I would like to point out, ladies and zen-
tlemen, we do have some young people in
time who will be capable of serving on the
board well. T told you that before. | agree
that it takes time. There is still a lot to be
learned. Article V' [of the Articles of In-
corporation | provides in here that the board
of directors will consist of nine, at least four
of whom may be Menominees. When our
voung people become expericneed and ca-
'p.'lfﬂr to handle the r{‘:—qllhll!-‘-“]ililif'fi._ then |
think we ean rely on them to serve on the
board of directors, It iz extremely necessary
and important we have a capable board of
Ili.n’:l:'lﬂrﬁ, l":'(.}"'ril"l“.'l'd il::lili.'o-'lli.ll.lil.lb.. L 3] guilir
uz in our early vears. The board of directors
must Lthen hire gnr;t] officers o run the cor-
poration. They have 1o have confidence 1o
serve where there will be a majority. The
original proposal does not limit membership
(1] I‘I'“IT I!‘TI{"nﬂmiﬂﬁf‘{'ﬁ: wi ITIH‘_F |:|':'|.'l.-r Hlllll.'n.
|:rfrf]:]inp§ the truslees 1'|1 'l."l:"l.\'ihg the ]}D:-':-i-
bilities, and as members of the tribe become
qualified, they may place more Menominees
on that board of directors®!

When the vote was taken, forty-nine tribal
memberz opposed, but sixty-one {avored pe-
scinding the earlier action and retaining the
hive white to four Menominee ratio on the
hoard of directors. (The General Council
quorum iz seventy-five. )

The acsels of Menominee Enterprises
will be owned by the 3,270 eorolled mem-
berz of the tribe in the form of stocks and
bonds, Under a minors’ trust agreement, the
“Menominee Assistance Trust,” about W) per
vent of the entire shares will at first b voted
by the First Wisconsin Trust Company. As
Mr, Sammond explained to the General Coun.
vil, “If each child would be processed through
individual F,:1|4Lr|iiu|13]1fp. the cost would be ex-
p:rn:—xi'n* and also fit] would divide the ‘I.FDlin:_-
shares into possibly 1400 different guardians,
The minors will have the added protection of

S hed. Az suggested by this quotation, the overall
comtrolling argument in the General Council was the
stalbility that would be secured by obtaining white
officers of high caliber, This could only be done by
eliminating “tribal poli i
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experienced people 1o vole their shares.™® And
of vourse, the number of shares voted ]s}' the
trust company will diminish vearly as minors
turn twenty-one,

The provisions made for experienced man:
agement of Menomines Enterprises, and a spe-
cial lax rate for the forest (1o be dizcussed
later }. should assure the tribe of a sound finan-
rial situation after termination. When the pres.
ent production of twenty-two million board
feet of saw logs (the maximum allowable un-
der federal law, which will disappear with
termination) is increased to twentyv-nine mil-
lion feet, the estimaled net profit will rise from
the present annual maximum of 550,000 10
SH00.000.  Projected budgets for town and
counly government require 3800000 a vear,
including §150.000 Tor the school district.®
The remaining 8420,000, if carned, will pay
the interest on the bonds, replacing the present
annual “stumpage pavment2” an important
part of the area’s economy,

In addition to providing funds for local gov-
ernment and investment income for members
of the tribe, the corporation and county plans
will pruki:]l' about 00 jl:lrs for Menomines In-
dians.® And, as a eorporation. Menominee
Enterprizses can post its land, thus preventing
one of the tribe’s chief fears—an invasion by
B ':l.l"]!n" [:lr 'I'r'[llll.i'. Imesn "r'riﬂt Fl:i.l'l'ii'l;.' HUAar Hl"[
guns, Thiz does not mean that the tribe will
nol welecome while visitors and sporlsmen.
It will. In the spring of 1959, for example, the
tribe opened itz reservation for the first time
in bwenly-six years o the zencral public for
fishing and camping. A system ol fees, privi-
leges, and restrictions has been worked out Lo
gssure Iribal, rather than state or federal, eon.
trol of these activilies.

HE TRIBE completed its plans in Janu.
ary, 1959, Ihpn*]:}' rm*r*lir:r_r the federal
dead line of February 1. In April the office

“Minures of the General Council of the Menominee
Indian Tribe Held ar Keshena, Wizeonsin, January 149,
i b The trust agreement includes, in addition to
minors, those who are nen compos mentizs and those
otherwise in need of assistance in caring for their
property as found by the Seeretary of the Interior
under federal law. The sovings to the beneliciaries
under the trust will he about SS0000 to  S30,000
initially and more thon 215,000 annually therealter,

# Senate Rill 598, Mav 21, 1959 (fater passeil as
Chapter 259 of the 1959 Wisconsin Session Laws), 3

i,
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of the S{m‘rrlﬂr}' of the Interior informed
tribal Tl‘[lrl'Ht‘l]lHl;".'l‘i—- that the I}I':I.]L was ap-
provable but could not be approved so long as
it waz contingent on future actz by the Wis.
consin legislature, The tribe had until Aup-
wust 1 1o get the state ]t‘.gislilliml t'r.l:mjl|EtﬂL
On July 17, 1959, the legislature unanimously
]mss:rd three hills that had been considered |r'_\-'
the Wisconsin Menominee Indian Study Com.
mittee which had been zet up by the legislature
and which had worked for nearly four years
with the tribe on its termination problems,
The bills were essentially the fulfillment of the
requests and proposals made by the Menomi-
nee Coordinating and Negotiating Commillee.
Thiz legislation must be understood in order
to have a clear picture of the Menominee ter.
minalion.

Chapter 259 of the 1959 Wisconzin Session
Laws enables the creation of Menominee
County, which will conduet its alfairs under
Wisconzin town and county laws. One politi-
cal township iz created for the whole county *
The town board is to be elected by the resi-
dentz and to serve ex-officio as the county
board. Because there are no lawvers on the
Menominee reservation, the hill attaches Me-
nomines County to Shawano County for Juve.
nile Court purposes and provides that the dis.
trict allorney and superintendent of schoaols
in Shawano Uounty shall serve in these capae-
]l;{"' [ur T'lTI:‘r!n]‘[lir:ll'i‘ {:H[I'Itl!.'., Pn‘:ﬂunuh]}'
these oflices can be taken over by Menomi.
nees gz =o0on as any become qualified to do so.
The Lill includes Menomines Counly in the
jurisdiction of the tenth circuit court and per-
mits the issuance of stocks and bonds by Me-
nomines Enlerprizes.

It is important o understand that in en-
abling the creation of Menominee County the
legislature was in no way establishing racial
ﬁtrgn:guﬁnn "' thﬂ I‘!I"‘fl"l]'l.'il'lﬁ' Iluﬁull.“-. llII|I'|.|."r'."
is nothing in the legislation to prevent non-
Indians from making their homes in Menomi-
ner County il they want 1o there iz nothing
o prevent Menominees from leaving the county
and settling elsewhere if they =0 desire,

= Section and township boundaries will probably
I wstabilished by a cadastral survey of the entire res-
ervation area, if the Bureau of Indian Affairs re-
sponds affirmatively to o request for the survey made
dircetly to the burean by the Menomines  Tndian
Study Cammittes,
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Chapter 2538 of the 1950 Wisconsin Session
Laws quells about 60 per cent of the Menomi.
nees” original tax seare. 1L provides Tor the
regulation aned taxation of foreat lands re-
quired by law to be operated on a sustained.
yvield basis, Between 1908 and termination,
“sustained yield™ has Emited cutting to twenty-
two million board feet a year. This limitation
will disappear with termination, az has been
noted, but the federal ermination legislation
still requires that some sort of sustained.vield
protection of the forest be provided alter ter-
minalion. Chapter 258 specifies the sort of
sustained-yield protection: “the lands . | . shall
be operated in a manner which will provide for
a continuowz annual harvest of high quality
forest products on a permanent hasis.™ Twenty.
nine million feet is the maximum Err_:n:r:i 1t
between foresters and the Wisconsin Conser-
valion Commission Lo protect the Menamines
forest,

Under this sustained-vield management. the
forest will have an actual yearly market value
of only 30 to 40 per cent of stumpage (or
clear-cutting ) value. In accordance with Chap-
ter 258, Menomines Enterprizes is o file an
acceptable sustained-yield management plan
with the state commissioner of taxation. and
the forest will be taxed at 80 per cent of stump.
aze value,

The tax money will be used chiefly for local
;:n'r[‘rrlmi‘rﬂ Jlnrl fll'!]'\'il"i"ﬂ, TI'IF “ri.qi'u'l'l‘,,‘:i" l_ﬂlli"'
nominee Indian Study Committee believes that
for the first few years Menominee Enterprizes
“i5 not likely to be in a position to pay™ state
and federal income taxe=" About SLO.000 o
vear will go to the state as the county’s share
of state property taxes.

Chapler 260 of the 1959 Wisronsin Session
Laws provides for the transfer to Menominee
County of the funds collected as taxes on in-
Comes, Lil.lilitii'!q. Hl'll:] Ii.qu':lr. “'I'l.i'.'}l gre I]l‘][] ill
escrow for the Menominees by the Wisconsin
state Lreasurer,

Senate Joint Rezolution 62, aleo passed by
the 1959 legislature, memorializes Congress
that the federal government has a share of
responsihility toward the Menominee peaple
to case the burdens of termination. It calls
on the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Congress

= eneral Report, apn cit, 11,
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to provide minimums of S69LO00 for highway
improvement within the reservation, 375,000
for cducalion, $500000 for Menomines Hospi-
tal, and o provide avenues through which
Menominee Enterprizes can oblain loan funds
I’T“‘H'I {1‘.{|t‘r'.l.! Elg{'“['il'}f Ly {n'ﬁ'l”'ﬂl)!t: Lerms.

When the enabling legizlation was passed,
it carried two amendments, both originaling
wilh Senator William F. Trinke, chairman of
the Senate Committee on Labor, Taxation. In
surance, and Banking. The amendments were
designed to prevent the Menominees from los-
i||.g {:wnl'rﬁhip af their tribal property o -
serupulous investors, One amendment author-
izes the Wisconsin Investment Board. with the
approval of the Emergency Board, o invest in
any shares offered for sale by individual Me.
nominees if Menominee Enlerprises is unable
to purchase the sharves, This is something the
tribe’s Coordinating and Negotialing Commit.
tee would have liked to ask for but did noet,
Fearing that it would be asking too much. Asa
further safecuard, another amendment pro-
vides that for thirty years Menominee Enter-
prises may not sell or martgage any forest
land without the approval of the conservation
commission and the governor. This provision
does not apply to homesleads. farms. or re:
sort lands,

HE very generous spirit of co-operation

by the Wizconzin legislature is ss rare as
it is praiseworthy. Maost states with Indian
]m|rul&|i:mﬁ ignﬂr:' or are hostile to them.
firmly insisting that Indians are strictly the
voncern ol the lederal government alone,

The Wisconsin action can probably he at-
tributed to three causes, First, the legizlators
seemed to be deeply concerned that justice be
done American Indians—specifically the Me-
nominees,  Second,  legislators felt  pressure
from arouged groupe of similarly concerned
ritizens. Such groups were the Christian Social
Relations Committer of the Methodist Church,
the Citizens’ Committee for the Menominees,
the Consolidated Tribes of American Indians
of Milwaukee, the IMlinois Yearly Meeling of
Friends, the Social Action Committee of the
Firat Congregational Church of Madison, and
the Women's International League for Peace
and Freedom. Chester Grabam, Execulive See-
retary of the Winois-Wisconsin Friends Com-
mittee on Legislation. lobbied vigorously for
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the favorable legizlation, But more important
than either of these two reasonz iz the third:
the iribe itsell made it clear 1o the |1"r:i.lah1,llln-
that. thfm'r{]l most reluctant to ||IuiE-J';:_u Ler mi-
nation, it felt willing and able Lo mainlain ilself
as a new county on a sound economic basis,
In a recent letter to James Frechette, chair-
man of the Menomines Advisory Council, Act-
ing Secretary of the Interior Elmer F. Bennett
summed up the status of the plans:

The Menomines Tribe's plan has been
studied intensively by many people in the
Department of the Interior and the State of
Wisconsin over the past three months, Then
o October 260 through 29, representatives
of the Tribe, ils allorneys, oflicials of the
State of Wiscons=in and the Department of
the Interior met for many hourz in negotia-
tions ever a great many refinements in the
IFIEI_TI. ll‘l. 1]'"," {"i'lﬂ:l. 1|'",'T1," Was rlﬂ:lll““"]ﬁ ELETH‘-
ment on the basic concepts of the changes
adopted, and concession by all parties thal
the modifications had not substantially al-
tered the intent of the plan that had been
approved in principle by the Acting Secre-
tary on July 31,7

At this writing, Fairchild, Foley, and Sam-
momd have just sent the revised lermination
plan, including the changes on which agree-
ment was reached, to the Department of the
[nterior for critical reading. In his letter, Mr.
Bennett told Mr, Frechette that, this step com-
]hlt‘ll'll. the {]1'|:|:|.rll11l'|11 will act to f.'f:'rt'lfjr' atlﬂp-
tion of the bazic plans as of July 31, 1959,

T WOULD be premature, however, 1o pre-

dict confidently a bright future for the
Menominee Indians. One obstacle they must
work hard o overcome is a block of Menomi-
nees who o nol understand or accept the ter.
mination plans, A onumber of them spoke at
General Council Sessions, expressing  such
opinionz as the following:

with
Plan,™
Agency,

# Interior Department  Reaches  Apreement
Menamines Indian  Tribe on  Termination
Menominee . News (Menominee Indian
Kq'ﬁhq'n:l. ﬁl‘thlwr—‘:‘;ﬂh'liiht’:r, 1':"5"-.”, 18 ].
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I cannot agree with the statements of these
while |H'up]1' anid 1 am not interested  in
those papers. | want to lear them up, | have
not agreed to lermination. My forefathers
were promised by treaty with the federal
government that we would never be molested
and our reservation would remain forever
intact to preserve our own way of life. |
resent these people trying o terminate me,
and another lhi::",.:—“r: cannol undersatamd
all the provisions =et forth in them papers,
I say tear them up!#

Do vou believe this plan is fair to the peo-
ple when nine tenths of them do not under-
stand the plan 7=

I would suggest that a delegation he zent
o Washinglon to see if something vould be
done 1o stop this termination, We do nal
want it; we are not ready for i.*

NSOFAR as one can judge Trom the voting

and outcome of the General Council ses.
sions, these sentiments are not those of the ma-
jority of the Menominees, Bul they are those of
a very vocal faction. The faction endangers the
tribe’s Tuture because the county-corporation
mist have the understanding and active sup-
port of the vast majority of the tribe. Abzen-
tlevism in the sawmill, for example, heretoflore
lolerated, will have to be more shrictly con-
trolled. More Menominees will have 1o par-
ticipate more actively in governmental and
business meetings, Tt is to be hoped, then, that
as the plan beging to function. and especially
as more Menominees assume positions on the
board of directors and take over the admini-
stration of the rcorporation, the recalcitrant
faction will come to understand and accept the
plan. Tn the meantime, the tribe’s leaders must
actively explain and interpret the plans. And
the tribe must send more of itz high-school
graduates to college, There appear to be ade-
fuale lrilra! funds 'fr,n' this prurpose, and the
state of Wisconsin has a limited scholarship
program for Indian students.

® Minutes, op. cit,, January 10, 1959, p. 5.
* Ihid.. p. 9.
" Ihid., p, 10,
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Wenominee Hfe, past and present s
(top left) voung memn ploving lo-
crosser Llop right and center) 1ln-
tographs  taken about 1912 on the
HWenominee Reservation: (lowe
left) Governor Goviord Nefson SEg-
ing the Sl creating Meromines
County. Standing felt ta righ
frerdon  [Nelide, Bernard  Gri
Hifary Wankau, Attorney  General
."-'-'-"f-' ”. |r'-""-'l'-'-'-'|'r.|'-.. _.rn_-r.ln'x' .I'-'rr-r-.-'-.-rrr-.
und Al Dedge, 1 Plusto Iy
Handell, )

Madison Capbial 1 inwes



An wbsorbing study of the political, medical,
and sociological thinking that led to one

af the Steee’s lease known but most controversial lows

STERILIZATION:

A PROGRESSIVE MEASURE?

HE IMPACT of the Darwinian llwr_u'}' of

organic evolution on social thought and
public policy in America haz received ex-
tendded consideration by a number of histo-
ril!.!l:‘-.' H[JH".":"'TE il i'r:'l.rli.l:'l:llar Enr:rll :}f E"I”'i?‘li
{}Hl"ﬁi.lli.ﬁl'l‘l, which has exerted a protent intlu-
ence on the thinking of many Americans, has
nol yeb received the close study it merits. This
is the “seience” of eugenics,

Franciz Galton; a cousin of Charles Darwin
and a brilliant English statistician, formulated
I}u' dl:t'l]"il‘ll"ﬁ of ﬂl;i'niﬁ_ﬂ e which he
coined, meaning well-born® Gallon was pro-
foundly influenced by the evolutionary hy-
pothesiz; but unlike the Social Darwinists of
the school of Herbert Spencer, he did not be-
lieve that “natural selection™ through an un-
impeded strugzle for survival would inevitably
produce a higher breed of men, From his
.‘-I'IH:l_'\- 1'_]{ thi" F_"E"ﬂi"‘ﬂ!i}.‘_‘i"ﬁ ”F T il! ,'_'t‘rllillh'. {.;li[-

* The author is indebied to Merle Cortd, Johm “J'g-
ham and the late Francis Carpey for helpfol eriti-
cisms and suggestions, For any shorteomings which
may remain, he alone ie responsible. An earlier ver-
gipn of this paper was read at the Anmoasl Meeting
of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, at Green
Lake, June 22, 1957,

'V Among others: Richard Holstadter, Socinl Dar-
winism in  Amertenn Tl’.'-.-rlg.:.llrl ey, e, Hn:tll.'l:li,
19551 Stow Persons, ed., Evaluigonary Thought in
Amieriea ANew Haven, 19500 E. F. Galdman, Ren-
dezrents wivh Destiny ey, ed, New York, 19561,

2 Franeis Galton, Hereditary Genins (rev, ed, New
York, 18800 and Inguiries into Hwman Facilly (Lon-
dan, 18830, For a sympathetic tremtment of Gal-
tan’s ideas and influcnee see C. . Blacker, Eugenics:
Galton and After (Cambridge, Mass=,, 1952},
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By Ruborrn J. Vecou

ton concladed that heredity was of primary
i|n|n'rr1n|::'1: in fli'l:'rminin;:_ the |r|'|!.'5-5f'ﬂ|, mer-
tal, and moval characteristics of human beings,
The mating of humans ought, therefore, not
b left 1o haphazard choice but should be regu-
lated by “artificial selection™ based on scien.
tific knowledge of the principles of heredity,
'Thmugh education and the intervention of
the State, the breeding of the “hiologically fit”
wis to be encouraged while procreation by the
“hiologically unfit”™ was to he discouraged and
prohibited. The future of mankind rested on
such “scientific” improvement of itz racial
slock,

II.J'“"."V are, 5" IH.‘]IJ""., th‘.' 1'1];!1.'";.[' dt‘ll'tr;n{'ﬁ
which Galton and his followers preached dur-
ing the last decades of the nineteenth century.
Their arsument for the overriding foree of
heredity was reinforced by the influential writ-
ings of Galton’s contemporary, Cesare Lom-
broso, an [alian criminelogist who taught that
the Lriee criminal was a hiu!ugit'al Ve con-
demnped by his inheritance to a life of crime.”

Diuring the late nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries, these ideas of hereditary de-
termini=m gained much currency in America,
especially among those concerned with the so-
4'iﬂ "'}r Fllﬂfll"ﬂl'u{l L, .-'jl.n'lt:l n;__’ .ﬂrH'i.u] n'FUT'Tnt‘ s,
charity and correction officials, phyvsicians, and
sociologists there was a growing tendency 1o
spe paupers, criminals, the insane. and the
feeble-minded as products of evil J’“‘Tlrd.il]r'.L

" Bernaldo de Um-rm-'. “Cegare Lombrozs,” in
the Encyvelopardia of the Secial Seiences, T 0lb-604
(1933},

" Albert Dewtsch,  The .!rf'ﬂl.hl“.'l' i in America
(Garden City, N, Y., 19371, 38-385 According to
[heutech, at the ture of the century this helief in the
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Yeu higtorians of the T’mgrﬂs.sivr* Era have for
the maost [rarl i;:nnr:-:] the l'nnl:*m|m1'.'|r:.' ngilﬂ-
tion for social measures inspiced by cugenic
while those who have recognized
it have tended 1o dismiss it as somehow incon-
sistent with the major tenets of Progressivism,”
The racist and elitist implicationz of the eu-
genic doctrines did not fit the historian’s
image of Progressivism as a demoeralic move-
menl.

Coertainly, the reformers of the Progressive
Era were primarily concerned with ameliorat-
ing social conditions and correcting mallune-
tioning institutions, But many of these same
t‘n"fﬂrml']‘.‘j W l::’ll:l'..'ir]l'r‘vrl ﬂf 1}“' "ﬁ’il"ﬂ{'}" D{
eugenic remedies for certain social problems,
The enactment of laws providing for the steri.
lization of certain classes of social inadequates
by sixteen states between 1907 and 1917, the
golden vears of Progressive relorm, strongly
supportz this thesis" Since slerilization was
the ullimale WM in the arsenal of the co-
wenistz, these laws marked the triumph of
engenic ideas among a considerable sector
of the American people. Among these sixteen
states was the stronghold of Progressivism-
Wisconsin—which enacted its sterilization slat-
ute in 1913, This study will attempl 1o un-
ravel the apparent paradox of the Wisconsin
Progressives who. while renowned for their
institutional  reforms, nevertheless  adopied
a eugenic measure for dealing with the =so.
cially inadequate.

prineiples,

inheritalility of mental and social defects caused the
feeble-minded 1o be regarded by the man of science
and the man on the street os “the most potent, if not
the eole, source of o)l social evile™ Mhid., 152; A, E
Fink, Causes of Crime: Bilogical Theorios in the
United States (Philadelphia, 19385, 151-210,

* Hofstadier, for example, while recognizing the
vogue of ewgenic ideas during the Progressive Ern
suggests that engenics was 1 sham reform. Op, ci,
161-147,

‘1. H. Landman, Hueman Steridization { Mew York,
1932, Appendix B, “A Chronologic Presentation ol
the Various Sexunl Sterilization Siatutes in the United
States,”” 291-293,

"For the literature of the cogenics movement see
5. 1. Holmes, comp., A Bildisgraphy ﬁ-f Eugerics
(University of Californin Publications in Zoclngy,
XXV, Berkeley, 19240,

"#The Doty of the State in its Treatment of the
Deaf and Dumb, the Blind, the Idiotic, the Crippled
and Deformed, and the Insane.” in Transactions of
tha F'fﬂ s Academy rlj Setences, Ares and Letbers,
1V :27-29 {1876-1877 ),
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[ideas are no respecters of political bound-
aries. During the late nineteenth and carly
twendieth  centuries,
was international in dimension its adherents
dizseminated the teachings of Galton in many
tongues, In the United States the cogenisis
acdressed themselves o a nation-wide audience
through books, popular periodicals, profes-
sional journals, convention platforms.” While
this study restricis its description of the agi-
lation for ewgenic measures o Wisconsin, it
ought to be kept in mind that the people of the
slate were also .-=|:|hjt1'l to 4*||;;rr|i:' |rT:1pa;,§nn:|u
Ihrmlgil these national media,

|.Fll' LIS movermenl

ERHAPS the first Wisconsin eugenist was

Professor Russell Z. Mason, former presi-
denl of Lawrence University (now College) al
Appleton. In a paper presented before the
Wizconzin Academy of Science, Arts, and Lel-
terz in 1877, Mason proposed that the Stale
prevent propagation by “abnormal™ persons
who, he psserted, would transmit their i!]i}".‘-i-
cal and mental defects to their oflspring. Bring-
ing the jargon of Social Darwinism 1o bear,
Mason argued that “If the doctrine is true,
that the fittest only should live, then it follows
as a ralional corollary that, in a society of ra-
tional men, . . . the fitlest url]].' should be born.”
The f!ipju.'fl.' tlul}' of the f‘l‘lliilln:-f theui-lun'-, wias
to “erect an impassable barrier, 20 that no
perzon, man or woman, who failed to present
the requisite credentials of a sound mind in a
sound body, [ree from all forms of congenital
and organic disease . . . should become the
head of a fultﬁl_‘; of children.” Mason warned
that “All theories of progresz and true social
development are useless and abortive unless
these ends are first secured,™

L spite of this gloomy prophecy, the eugenic
doctrines appear to have found little accept-
ance in Wiseonsin until the 1800°2 when Lhe
economic crizis and social unrest of that dec-
ade stimulated a heightened concern for de-
vizsing effective means with which to deal with
those considered a burden on. or a threat 1o,
um'ir['.?. A sense of il'nprmilml-f -:nan-lysm per-
meated the meetings of the Wisconsin Confer-
ence of Charities and Correclions during the
nineties, and added a note of wrgency to the
dizcussions of these satherings of charity and
tn:rrl'l:'tinu nmriH]F._ T'I.-IIH'HI”I'S-. ﬂl'll;] Tli'u'lurﬂ}lln-
]H':-'lﬁ. The {!llj_‘,-l!rlil‘ ideas took root in this at-



WISCONSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY
tl]wplivi‘r_‘ ol .il:!!\j.t‘l:r: il one could attribute
poverty, disease, and erime to innate biological
dehciency rather than to human injustice, the
responsibility Tor misery could be laid at the
doorstep of Nature instead of ﬁtu'it't}.

One finds in the proceedings of the Confer-
Ll NERL S N | il“'fi'!‘lﬁ]";{ FeCrrenee ffi Ii'l.ﬁ," {'i}l'li_";"lll
of “defective clazses” 10 explain social inade
gquacy. This was a engenic concept, the idea
that & seement of the population was composed
of hi.li.'lllli;_':ll al degencrates. Famialy  histories
such az those of the Jukes and The Tribe of
Pshmael were eited to illustrate the curse of
“hereditary taint.” This evil stock, 11 was sauld,
condemuped vet unborn generations to lives of
criminality, pauperism, prostitution, alcohol-
ism. idiocy, feeble-mindedness, and insanity,
As the Reverend A, U, \\;"righl._ secrelary of
the Wizconsin Board of Charities and Re.
form, expressed the idea: “Here and there in
our country, and in every other one, are knots
of defective classez all 1angled up together,
IiJiTli.“l‘.‘i 1'!"@"1‘!}: n‘lall‘ﬂ f1|.rr|i:-i!|.il1;__f i “'I]l.:lii' JHE=
ulation of criminals, paupers, idiots and luna.
ties among themselves."" The =ocial evils which
appeared to be undermining American soviely
thus had their zource, not in industrial depres.
gion or social disorganization, but in morbid
}“'Tl‘flil}'. {_:Ii'll.rll_"r'. as “-rij.{hl ::I]hH'r'l.':‘{]- TTEes-
ures must be taken to reduce the numbers of
these hereditary defectives. He took comfort
in the growing lendeney of public sentimen
and legislation to be concerned with the pre
vention az well az the cure of social ills,

Indecd, much of the discussion at the meet-
ings of the Wisconsin Conference during the
189%0°s centered on the question of the means
by which reproduction hv the “defective
classes” could be curtailed. The question ap-
peared to be of the gravest importance because
af the common beliel that the bioh‘agiml :Jfgf."ll-
erates were multiplving at a much higher rate

" The Defective Classes,” in Transactions of the
Wiscansin Acadermy, VIII:184-185 ( 1BRE-1891 1, This
paper was risd before the Wiscongin Conference in
1089, The Rev, Wright was o nationally recognized
reformer and an advanced eugenist. In his presiden-
[i;|| Jll,llin-m: Loy Ilw N:lljumlr {:-Ililfl"l'l:'llnl"'r' llf ':hal'il-ti.‘:"
and Corrections, Wright advised: “Unless we are
prepared [or drastic measures of wholesale death or
equally wholesale costration, we must cit ofl defective
heredity by the more expensive but more humane
methad of wholesale illlpri.-ﬂ:ullrlwl11." “The Mew Phil-
anthropy.” in Proceedings of the Nationg! Conference
aof Charities amd Correctiens, XXHL:S (18961,
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than were persons of “good” heredity, This
concern with the “diferential birthrate™ re-
vealed the elass bias of the eugeniste—their
assumplion  that the upper socio-economic
classes embodied su[wriur I]l'rl'flilnr!.* illi.l.:lli!il".'i._‘
“-'}lll]i' t!“' ]ij“'l.'r L'tHhFl":‘i ilﬂlt 'Irlfl:l'iﬁj' l.li.l:"lﬁ;:if'ﬂl
endowments. William A, Scott, professor of
political economy at the University of Wis.
consin, viewed the rapid inerease of “the de-
pendent and  delinquent  classes,” whom  he
appeared to equate with slum-dwellers, as
Ihn-ul(-nin;_- “the moral foundations of our
ecivilization.” '."S:J]rn:rl]}._ he counseled that “*No
community could invest money to a better
purpose than in the provision of some means
or agency by which these classes could be an-
nihilated or ar least prevented from injuring
the community™"

While the members of the Wisconsin Con-
ference thought of themselves as humanitar-
ians secking 1o reform society, their expres.
sions at times took on a tone of hatred and
loathing quile at odds with their professed love
for [ellow men. The cugenic idea that there
were fundamental biological differences di-
viding the human race reflected and justified
the zocial distance which existed between the
well-towdo reformers and the zocially inade.
quate. The concept of “defective classes™ en-
abled the reformer to place a portion of
mankind oulside the |J'I1|l.' of normal human
sympathy, How could one feel a kinship with
an hereditary eriminal if, as Professor J. .
Blaisdell of Beloit College asserted, he belonged
to “a peculiar species, out of the reach of the
influences and controlled by the reverse of the
principles of the rest of men?™* Thus, W. 5,
Main, a state senator, could declare before the
Wizconsin Conference: “If all these | heredi.
tary criminals| could be marshalled into one
greal camp and with a mill stone around each
of their necks, cast into the midst of the sea
the peaple would be relieved of their weightiest
burden and the pathways of coming genera-
tions brightened with hope as never belore.” '

"“The Social Aspeets of Pauperism and Crime,”
in Proceedings of the Wisconsin Conference of Chari-
tes ard Corrections for 1893, 53-59,

A merienn Prisons in their Relation to the Befor-
mation of Criminals,” in Proceedings of the Fiscon-
sin Conference for 1888, 106,

¥ *Criminals and their Treatment.” in Proceedings
of the Wizsconsin Conference [or 1890, 20, Typescript
in the Stote Historical Society of Wisconsin library.
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While drowning as a engenic measure was
not endorsed by the Wisconsin Conference, it
l{jd acce)l the J:«r'lrwilrh* that llrnr'rrqltion |}:r'
the “defective classes™ should be prohibited. In
1893 the Conference’s Committes on Reforma-
tories and Penitentiavies addressed itsell to the
problem of “criminal heredity,”  Considering
the alternatives for restricting the propagation
of children “of the wretched class of physically
|rri~r|r.=~linm| eriminals,” the Commitlee spErin-
lated that “The tirme may indesd pot be far
distant when the privilege of marriage will
have such limitations put upon it, and such
penalties will be affixed o concubinage, as in
SO medasure o ﬁulliit:r ll“’ ‘rfl'"“'il'lﬁ |]i!1'1;r'!-'|l ﬂ‘[
criminality, whose accumulations are outstrip-
|}iug far the p;rnwlh of the |m|u:|[al'|r:n. o
virtuous sons and danghters”

But the radical innovation which the Com.
mittee broached was that of sterilization; il
delicately asked: “shall we deprive them of the
power of multiplying—children, adult, aged-
found certain o be criminals, and then at
length set them free, the current of their blood
quicted and the virility, which carries to the
enterprises even of crime, taken away by the
hand of the surgeon?™"* The Commitlee added
that this alternative might in time become “no
insignificant [actor in the management of
crime.”  Since the more subtle surgical pro-
cedure of vasectomy had not yet been devised
the Committer was advocating caztration, pri-
marily for eugenic reasons, but with an ex-
pected therapeutic effect as well, Two decades
were o ]lll&i Ill"El]]’l‘ Slt‘r;ll:ﬂﬂli"l] ]""‘I'Hmi' His-
1.'1'|r|11| as pul;]it' INJH:'}'.

However. before the end of the nineteenth
century the Wisconsin eugenists did achieve
their ficst legislative trivmph in the establizh-
ment of 4 Home for the Feeble-Minded. As
early as 1888, H, H. Harl, secretary of the
Minnesota State Board of Charities and Cor-
rections, had advised his Wizconsin colleagues
that “thousands of paupers can be prevented”
by confining feeble-minded girls to an institu-
tion until they were past the child-bearing
age.” Two years later, H. H. Giles, a member

af the WFisconsin Conference  for
Professor Bluisdell was chairman of

¥ Proceedings
1893, 152-160.
the Committes,

> “Pauperism, it2 prevention, its reliel and its cure,”
in Proceedings of the Wisconsin Conference for 1888,
KT,
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of thr Wisconsin State Board of Charities and
Beform. endorsed a school for the feeble-
minded as o measure of “wise economy and
enlightened philanthropy.” “The law of hered-
iy, e psserted, n’qul]'ﬂl the confinement of
“those of weak inteliects and strong passions,
thus limiting the reproduction of inherited
idioey.™ " The most ardent advocate of a school
for the [eeble-minded was Albert Salisbury,
president of the Normal School al Whitewater.
Undder hiz leadership the Wisconsin Teachers
Assoviation lobbied lor many years for the
enactment of this measure. In addressez before
the Wisconsin Conference and as chairman of
its Committer on the Custody and Training of
1he |'1-.":~hll'-:‘lfimlrd_. ﬂﬂ!jﬁht:rf arg_ued for the
establishment of an institution on the eugenic
grounds that hereditary imbecility was a ma-
jor souree of the “deficient and delingquent
clazse=."" Afller years of persistent agitation,
a law was enacted in 1895 founding 4 Home
for the Feeble-Minded an [:lﬁppl'.'l.'l.'a Ialls 7
(M great significance for the eugenic cause
in Wisconsin was the selection of Dr. Albert
W. Wilmarth as the first superintendent of this
institution. Wilmarth came to Wisconsin from
the Pennsvlvania Training School for the
Feeble-Minded at Elwyn, where he had been
an associate of [saac N. Kerlin and Martin
W. Barr. Loth authorities on mental delectives.
During iz work at Elwyn, Wilmarth earned
the reputation “of having made the greatest
mumber of pathological investigations of idi-
otic brains that has as vet been made by any
one pathologist.™* Wilmarth brought with him
to Wisconsin the concept of the “moral im-
bewile,” o classification of defeetives developed
by Keelin and Barr, The “moral imbecile™ ac-

% “Provision for the Caore of Iliots” in Proceed-
ings of the Wisconsin Conference for 1890, 108-110,
Geiles wrged that “vet morve herpic measures” he ap-
plied in the ease of mentally defective males.

"“Heport on Custody and Training of the Feelile
Minded,” in Proceedings of the Wisconsin Canfer-
enae for TRGL, 1R1-1R3.

T Wisconsin Session Lews, 1895, Ch, 138: James
E. Heg, “The Feeble-Minded of Wisconsin,” in Pro-
1'4'1'rﬁ.l'¢,|h rj_f IurIP #'f.u'u.'bsfn !'Timﬁ'ru,-m'{- _fur JB‘?:, 23_
”{"F. whio was |||r:-'|'r_rrnr ol the State Board of Con-
trol of Wisconsin which administered the state’s
menkil and penal institotions, atiribuied the estal-
lshment of the Home for the Feeble-Minded in large
part to the infloenee of the Wisconsin Conlerence.

" Hid,, 28%; Fink, Op, cit., 213-215,
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cording to Wilmarth was the offspring of an-
cestors who had lor generations indulged their
instinets  and i.1|.l‘|]l'|jll.'3‘ while .-||.|r|:-n|':|u|rir:g
their reason and will power. Because their fore-
lathers had weakened the portions of the brain
which governed the “higher mental functions,”
the “moral imbeciles” were deficient in will
power and unable to resist their “animal emo-
tions.”  Mental degeneracy was thus aggra-
vated from generation to generation, while the
defectives multiplied promiscuously filling the
ranks of “insane, leeble-minded, habitual crim.
inals, habitual unchaste women. the pauper,
the tramp.™"

During his twenty-three vears as superin:
tendent of the Home Tor the Feeble-Minded,
Wilmarth waged a oneman crusade [or eu-
genic measures.  In his reports, before the
Wisconsin Conference of Charities and Cor.
rections, hefore the State Medical Society, to
the Legislative Visiting Committes, he never
mis=ed an opportunity to impress on hi= andi-
ence the urgenl necessity for restraining re-
production by mental defectives. More than
any other person, Wilmarth was responsible
for winning Wisconzin for engenics,

LTHOUGH the Progressive Era is conven-
tionally defined as the pericd between
1900k and 1916, the rools of many Progressive
reforms are to be found in the precec ng dec-
ade. This is certainly true of the eugenics
movement in Wisconsin. ”uring the 189(Ys,
the interpretation of most forms of social in
adequacy as expressions of defective heredity
became fixed in the minds of many sorizl
workers, relormers, educators, and physicians,
For example. in its report for 1896, the Wis.
consin State Board of Control concluded:

The element of !l!‘l’t"liil'_l.' enlers 20 Iill'gl"[}'
into the problem of general degeneracy that
it would seem to demand the special atten-
tion of law-makers. Vice, pauperism, idiocy,
and insanity are to an alarming degree
hl."l.'l;'."l:]i‘ﬂ'l":p' and are closely allied. The L’:Ia'_lf
may possibly come when public opinion shall
demand that the pruning knife be applied

" Wilmarth tirclessly reiterated this theory ol moral
imhecility as m: “Factors to be Considered in the
Examination of the Feeble-Minded.” in the Fiscon-
sin. Medical Jowenal, VA7 (Febrouary, 19071,

1%

srriNG, 1960

in order that the taint of degeneracy may
not affect the entire body politic, To protect
sell soedety may reach the conclusion that
criminals, paupers and the insane =hall not
be allowed to agzain mingle with the world,
with the ability to reproduce their species
and econtinue their kind into further gen-
erations.™

Dr, Richard Dewey, chiel physician of the
Milwaukes Hi’!.-‘]'ﬁl?l.] for the Insane, et the
matler in more dramatic terms when Le told
the State Medical Society in 1899 that “the
human ovom or spermatozoid may be regarded
as a microbe of all degenerate diseases, and
the act of procreation, an act of ronveying
dizeased infection.” Yet he thought legislation
ph’.r'l.-'j!IJIIIH for “the rermaient il:rlpl‘i'sn’nllnrul_
electrocution, or castration of insane, imbecile,
epileptic, inebriate, or degenerate beings”
musl, hecause of public sentiment, “at present,
fail of enactment, or il enacted, fail of en-
forcement.™ After 190), the cugenists in
tensified their efforts to convince the people of
Wisconsin thal severe measures were essenlial
to curb the flood of degeneracy which was
threatening to inundate society.

Negative 1'1|grr|l:'5. e, the restriction of
procreation among the “onfit.” rested on three
policies ; segregation. restrictive marriage laws,
and sterilization. The first of these had been
partially realized with the establishment of the
Home for the Feeble-Minded. But oz Wilmarth
tirelessly  reiterated in his reports and  ad-
dresses, the facilities at Chippewa Falls were
inadequate to accommodate all of the feeble.
minded girla in the state. Condemming this
sitmation as “unwise economy,” Wilmarth
called for state guardianship of all imbeciles
to eurtail their increase, with “a correspond-
ing diminution of the public 1ax, and a con-
slant decrease of a class Trom which the ranks
of tramps, paupers, and petly criminals are
constantly recruited.” This eugenic argument
was echoed in the recommendations of the
Legislative Visiting Committee and the State

™ State Board of Control of Wiseonsin,d Third Bi
ennial Report { Madison, 18965, 33,

# Richard ]Tt'uq'j. “Hemarks on Mental f:lljllinginn
and Infection.” in Fronsections of the State Medical
societv of Wiseonsin, XXX 502-506 1 1899,
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Board of Contrel for inereased accommoda-
tions for the feeble.minded.”

Concurrently, o campaign was waged to in-
stitutionalize the epileptics. A= Dr. William
F. Wezze told the trustees and superintendents
of the county asvlums {or the insane, “It is a
quite generally accepted belief . . . thal epilep-
lics are purliu:uia rl}' liable to trapsmit a hered-
itary taint to their off-spring. . . "% Per.
suaded of the hereditary basiz of epilepsy, the
State Board of Control in 1908 urged the seg-
regation of epileptics, since “to prevent their
procreation iz a greal and pressing need.”!
Responding to these eugenic appeals, the stale
legislature gradually cxpanded the Tacilities at
Chippewa Falls, and finally, provided for a sec.
ond institution, the Southern Wizconsin Home
for the Feeble-Minded and Epileptic.*

With the rapid grﬂnwlh of the institutional
population, it became apparent that segrega.
tion waz not the solution to the eugenic pre-
dicament. The cost of institutionalizing  all
defectives was prohibitive, How could degen-
eratez be allowed to run free in society and vet
be prevented from perpetuating their kind?
“Deny them the privilege of marriage.” the
eugenista replied. In hiz report for 1904, Wil-
marth praised the restrichive marriage law of
Conpecticut as a measure which Wisconzin
might profitably adopt. The following year, he
presented a statement of reasons for restricling
the marriage of defectives, Such a law, Wil-
marth advised the |1'giﬁtﬂtnri-=.._ would “save our
industrious citizens many thousands of dollars
each vear, and our children much more . .7
and would ¥, . . diminish enormously soffer.
ing. poverty and crime in the community,”™*
Such an appeal which held out the promise of
Ill:ﬂ]'l l'r'nl]nln}' EI.]'“[ .‘“:l"iﬂ..l r!"'[lrt" wias nol ]'U".F

= Home lor the FeebleMinded., Fourth Breonial
Report {Madison, 1905), 378; Board of Contrel,
Eighth Biennial Report (Madison, 19060, 15: “He-
port of the Legislative Yisiting Committee™ in Wis,
Leg., d9th sess, Senare fournad, 923,

= Procesdings of the Tenth Annwsl Meeting of the
Trustees and Svperintendents of the County Asylums
of Wisconsin, 1911, 55,

il Hnurd‘ of I:nn'l.rul. Neoeh Eff"ilrlr'ur Hu:-r.-u.rl I'ﬂriluf;-
aner, 1B b, 4.

* Wisconsin Session Lows, T913, Ch, i,

*Home for the Feeble-Minded, Fourth Hicnniel
Report, 370 “HRensons why the Marriage of the
Feeble-Minded, Epileptic, Insane and Tdiotie Should
Be Resteicted,” (190570, Typeseript in the lroey
of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin,
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to be resisted. In 1907 the state legislature not
III:I]'_I|' }:rﬂf:ihih-d the marria ge af l’.lljll’l.r[if.‘,
feeble-minded and ingsane persons, but declared
it a misdemeanor for such defectives to have
sexual intercourse as well as lo marry and for
dnyame 3] ulﬁlt‘ ﬁl]i'h i“"l'."l’"'lﬁ- il'l Inarriﬂg.'_.r. Hllh-
sequently the law was made more rigorous, By
a statute of 1913, applicants for marriage li-
venses were required to sign a statement 1o the
effect that neither party was epileptic, insane
or idiotic, and that the couple was not nearer
of kin than second cousins,*

Eu;:_i'.n'lr: mﬂrl'iug:' laws, however, as Dir, Wil-
marth admitted, were difficult to enforee; and
the defectives, it was said, blithely reproduced
oul of wedlock ® What was needed was liter-
ally 2 foolprool measure to prevent the hirth
of new generalions of incompetents. Steriliza-
tion was such a measure; Wilmarth described
it as “the only sure method of eurtailment,”™
From 1907 on, the Wisconsin 1:ugl'r!'|.~il.r- elam-
ored with increasing vehemence for the enact.
ment of a sterilization statete. It is signif.
vant that this intensification of the cugenics
crusade coincided with the high tide of Pro-
;:rl'seai'ﬂ' reflorm in the Stale,

HE YEAR 1%M7 marked a milestone for

eugenics both in the United States and in
Wisconsin, wilnessing as it did the passage of
the first sterilization law by the state of Indiana
and the introduction of the first sterilization
Bill in the Wisconsin legislature, In the closing
davs of 1906, Elmore T. Elver, a member of
the Legislative Visiting Committee and voung
:"I-ﬂ.[]i."‘u‘n HH"T]“"}'. H"I“}Hnl'lﬂi an l}f‘l‘["mh{'r
23 that the Commitiee had decided 1o reporl a
bill providing for sterilization as the only way
to arrest the inerease of the insane, feeble-
minded. and degenerate. Anlivipating strong
opposition, Elver added that he would seck
expert opinion in preparation for the debates

T Wisconsin Session Laws. 1907, Ch, 6420 Thid.,
s Ch 00 "Hepnrl of the Committer on Public
Policy and Legislation of the State Medical Soclety
of Wisconsin,” in the WFiscomsin Medicel Journal,
MXUI=51 0 June, 19141,

A Report of the Legistative Fisiting Commiltes
{Madison, 194150, 7.

“Home for the Feelle-Minded, Seeenth Bienntal
Report { Madizon, 19111, 242,



WISCONSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY

o the Bill™ One of these eRperl=, E. A, Boss,
professor of sociclogy at the University of Wis.
consin and staunch Progressive, asserted that
the current of favoralde opinion on the sterili-
zation of the unfit had become very strong in
recent years among =ociologists, philanthro-
p':z-:l.ﬁf 1:huril3.' workers, and Fu*nnlu;:[sl.u. With
characteristic ll::lu;__"h-l'nimit‘dlu'ﬁs. Ross  wrole
that “For my own part, [ am entirely in favor
of it. The objections 1o it are essentially senti.
mental, and will not bear inzpection. Steriliza-
tion i= not nearly so terrible as har _
and the chances of sterilizing the fit are not
nearly so great, as are the chances of hanging
the innocent. In i11|r|u-|i|.|1"i1|;‘r the ||-u|i:':.', the
wedee should have a very thin end indeed,
Sterilization zhould at first be applied only to
extreme vases, where the commitments and the
H';'l:.ltll |:li!“ P an m'l‘rw}ll‘lmirrg Case, *i‘- ”'“"
public become accustomed to it and it is =een
to be salutary and humane, it will be illjc'.-‘:silllt‘
sradually to extend its scope until it [lls its
legitimate sphere of application,”™*

Heartened by thiz ztrong academic backing,
the Legislative Visiting Committee endorzed
:-'Ii'rilizali::m d4s a4 measure o profect fulun' ren-
crations {rom the burden of an “increasing
volume of defectives,” It report, which ended
on a nole of urgency, said in part that “Too
much ztress cannot be placed upon the present
danger to the race and rational meazures far
the eradication from our midst of the danger-
ous and hortful classes, The ]H:IEIHL' mus=l e
made to see that radical measures are nec-
psaary.”

On Febrouary 12, 1907, Elver introduced a
bill providing [or the establishment of a board
of examiners which could authorize the sterili-
zation of idiotic, imbecile, and epileptic in-
males of Lhe stale and county institulions, A
long and spirited debate in the assembly en-
aued. The opposition was summed up by one
eritic who deseribed  sterilization as “cruel,
inhuman, and contrary to divine law.” Echo-

* Milwaukee Sentinel, December 235, 1906 in “Clip-
pings: “Sterilization of Defectives” in the Wiscansin
Legislative Reference Library. Hereafter eited as
“Clippings.”

* Lewter 1o Charles MeCorthy, January 30, 1907
unsigned copy in “Clipping=" D, MeCarthy was the
aggressively  Progressive director of the Wisconsin
|.I'gi:-!uti.".1' Hq“'l’qlrﬁm'? |_,[hr:|:r\.

# “Report of the Legislative Visiting Committes”
in Wis, Leg., 48th Sess., Senare Joprnal, 263,
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ing Hoss, Elver scornfully replied that no
reason excepl a sentimental one could be urged
against sterilizalion of delectives. Couching
hiz argument in economic terms, Elver noted
that the care of defectives cost Wisconsin
S100L000 8 year, He warned that the tax-
pavers’ bill must increase if sterilization were
not adopted. The assembly finally approved the
bill by a vote of 36 to 24, but the opposition
had nullified the measure by striking out the
provizion for compenzation of the board of ex.
aminers. The senate allowed the emasculated
ball 1o die.®® Confident of their uliimate vie-
Rory. the 1'L|gtrl'|'|z~'TH viewed this defeat with
equanimity, As Dr. T. W. Williams of Mil
waukee wrote, the fate of the present hill was
of no great consequence, The important Tact
was the increazing education of the laity and
medical profession in eugenic principles which
insured that sterilization was “destined to be.
come a universal rule of practice, just as vac.
cination.”™!

The eugenists returned to the fray in the
next session of the Wisconsin legislature, On
February 23, 1909, Platt Whitman, banker,
lawver., and Republican assemblyman from
lowa {]runl}', itrodieced 1wo !'l]r;!'n;l'.l.'l.l.l_'!.' in-
spired bills, One provided for the establish.
ment of a chair of race colture at the Univer.
sity of Wisconsin for the study of human
degeneracy. The other was a sterilization meas-
ure which differed from the 1907 bill solely
in the addition of criminals as potential =
jeets. Both bills were lost™ The Madison

h-

Democrat, an enthusiastic advocate of eugen-
icz, remarked that. “ln Wizconsin the |sterili.
zation] bill had manv friends but aroused
considerable ecclesiastical opposition, for jusl
whal sound reason iz inconceivable to ]wnc!i:ral

T Milwaunkee Sentinel, April 26, 1W7: Madison
Demeocrai, May 22, 1907;: in “Clippings” The legis-
lature. did pass a joint resolution alse introduced by
Elves wuthorizing an investigation by the Board of
Contral into the alleged increase of mental defectives.
Wisconsin Joint Resolutions, 1907, Tt. Res. Ne, 103,
A, The Fiseonsin Medical Jowrnal welecomed this
investigation as “an inquiry of great value,” sinee the
tendeney of the fechle-minded rapidly to reprodoce
lhri'r In;_ind |1.r_|r||-n|:[4-.|:i "yl-rinu-'. snr'ial m.ihi" :illlrss E!
were checked, See V9 (Fehroary, 1908,

*Milwavkee Senrinsl, May 25, 1907:
pings,”

" Wis, Leg., 19th Sess., Assemfdy fournal, 2H1-282,
358, B0 Wisconsin Stare Journal, Felwuary 17, 10080,
Aceording to the Jowrnal, these hills were the result
af the Board of Control's investigation of mental
delectives and had the backing of that body,

in “Clip-
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men of the world.” But it took comfort in the
fact that “the secular press, the magazines,
medical publications; and medical societiez are
discussing the matter with freedom and fre-
quency and creating a wholesome public senti-
ment which must soon be reflected in favor-
able legislation.” ™

Indeed. in Wisconsin from 1909 on, there
was g crescendo in the advocacy of engenic
policies, More effective segregation of defee-
tives and more stringent marriage restrictions
were agitated. but the sterilization issue be.
came increasingly the center of discussion.
Among the medical profession the eugenistz
found a particularly fertile field for their pro-
selvting since cugenics provided the physician
with a |rinf:]gir'a|]:|.‘ hased Prrogriam of reform.
e ::‘I.l]'l;'.',t'rli.ﬂj L I]i?i ||rufl'!-‘e’-;nmi] HTII.'] ﬁl:]l"'iﬂl
point of view., Responding to the Progressive
temper the medical profession had assumed
responsihility for the larger problems of public
Lealth, as in the ecrusade against the “white
plague.” Physicians were now urged to exer-
cise leadership in the campaign against racial
degencracy, As Dr. Wilmarth admonished his
colleagues; “This subject rests more heavily
on us, gentlemen, than on any other class of
citigens, because it comes under the head of
Prevemtive Medicine,” and its fruits are, fre-
quently, long lives of poverty. suffering, crime
and foul disease. What shall we do with 777
Wizconsin's phyvsicians proved 10 be ready and
eager to accept this challenge, although i is
true that the State Medical Society in 1904
voled unanimously 1o table a motion which
would have prut il on record as L'ruiur:'.ir:;_r the
vasectomy of “confirmed criminals and other
defectives.”™ This vole, however, did not re-
Heet skepticiam regarding the eugenic doc.
trines, but doubt as to the wisdom of extending
sterilization to eriminals,

The medical profession’s aceeptance of vu-
cenic ideas i= clearly indicated by their favor-
able reception before the State Medical Society,

" Madison Democrat, November 31, 1900 in "E':IiFr-
pings.” Despite its name;, this newspaper was politi-
vally independent,

T Results of Heredity and their Bearing on Pay-
erty. Urime and Diseasa” in the Fisconsin Medical
Jowrnal, IX 22967 { Oeroler, 19100,

*“Transactions nf the 68rd Annual Meeting of the
Stute  Medicu! Society,” im Thid,, VIII:99 { July,
1008 s,
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and by the total absence of dissent. Dr. Arthur
W. Rogers of Oconomowoe, for example, pro.
claimed sterilization az “the best promise of
improving the race™ and called upon the State
Medical Hnac'ii'l}' 10 Sponsor o law i'nat‘lit‘lg this
vugenic measure, De. W, H, Washburn of Mil-
watkee, recalling with pride that he had ad-
vocated the emasculation of the degenerate as
carly as 1894, presented the alternatives for
Western Civilization—eugenics or extinction,
These and other enthusiastic eugenists were
joined by the president of the State Medical
Socicly in 1911, Dr. Byron M. Caples of Wau-
kesha, who endorsed sterilization as indispen-
sahle since “the hereditary tendeney of these
classes {insane, idiols, imbeciles. sexual per-
verts, defectives, epileplics, rapists, criminals)
to reproduce their kind s unguestioned ™

UT the most authoritalive exposition of

engenics was presented o Wisconsin's
medical men by Dr. Frank 1. Drake of the
Wisconsin State Hospital for the Inzane, A
vugenist of the most extreme kind, Drake ex.
tolled Galton as the prophet of “a new philan.
thropy, a new religious lenel, a new loyalty.”
Portraving degeneracy as a cancerous growth
eating awav at the vitalz of the hody politic,
Dirake criticized the efforts of reformers
Hlllt‘lil;jlr]ltl' e |'rn'51'nnnu'ul =1nCe imprm':-:]
hyvzienic and social conditions only enhanced
the survival of unfit stocks, thus checking “the
natural purification of the state” To quote
him further: “Nurture can never remove Ma-
ture’s stamp of inferiority. The time and
money of modern philanthropy are expended
v.'hu][}' in the conservation of the unfit; what
the nation needs; alike from an economic and
humanitarian viewpoint, is the prevenlion of
their propagation,” Denouncing the “absurd
frtish of ‘personal liberty” ™ which sanctioned
the marriage and reproduction of the unf,
Drake ||rr::|||:r1||1r'4_'r| sterilization as the 5;'!]1!]]1.!5'.
mosl humane, and most economic means of
preventing  the propagation of degeneracy.
Then. pointing out that “the most progressive
men in and out of the profession™ endorsed

"A. W. Rogers, “Possibilities of Prophylactic
Measures in the Development of Insanity,” in the
Wisconstin Medical Jowrnal, 1X:207, 213 { September,
1910%; fhid., 1X:268-268 (October, 19100; B. M.
Caples, “Aoninl  Presidential  Address” in 1hid.,

Xt UJune, 19113,
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sterilization he not only called on the State
Medical Seciety to add its stamp of approval,
but also urged that the State Universilty send
out lecturers to overcome the public ignorance
of eugenic principles.! These views were heart-
ily applauded by the medical convention,
'l'l'hlﬂ"ll !.I]‘Hi't"l'l]i'.l'l I(I Fu:|r:1:l a Tl'."'\ﬂ]il'il']]] “rghlg
the establishment of courses in cugenics at the
University.*®

The contribution of Dr, Drake and his eol-
leagues to the ecampaign for a sterilization
measute in Wisconsin was substantial, Through
state and county medical  mestin T, 1]'|.t'm:|g]'|
medical publications.”* and through the press
the doctors disseminated the doctrines of eu.
genivs, lending o them the prestige of their
profeszion, It was thus a matter of self-con-
eratulation when the president of the Stale
Medical Sociely hailed the enactment of the
sterilization statute in 1913 as “monumental
work.”™"" The physicians’ sense of gratification
was enhanced by the knowledge that the author
of the measure was one of them, D, George
E. Hoyt.

The drive for a sterilization act was alwo
f_rn-.ullg.- assisled ||3.F the establishment of the
Wizconsin Branch of the American Institute of
Criminal Law and Criminology in 1909, This
organization brought together professors, busi.
nessmen, editors, ministers, law enforeement
officials, and others to reconsider the problem
of crime in the light of current thought in an-
Ihl'u]h:lu}:}' and H.H'i.tl]ﬂg:l.'. One of the first is-
aues o which the group addressed itsell was
the relative weight 1o be given heredity as
against environment in the causation of crimi-

W Human F:Iwrn[l:ﬂ,—' in the Weseansin Medioal
Jowrnad, X :620-632: “The National Importance aof
Eugenics” in thid,, XI[:142-145 (Octoher, 1012},
Drake went so far as to advocate the reorganization
of society along eugenie lines into distinct ecastes
which would not interhreed, As the lawgiver for
surh a society Drake nominated: “He who has a com-
prehensive grasp of all the factors of human  biol-
OZV, e

" “Transactions of the 66th Annual Meeting of the
State Medical Society,” in the Fisconsin Medical
Jowrnad, X500 Ovtober, 19120,

¥ The Wisconsin Medicol Recarder, published in
Julu:n'-I”n_-e. W .'||I=|:r ||v|'.'|rli|':,- i|| r;u.vur nF qlrr]]i?ulinn.
Ti= editor, D, 1, 1. Tharne, was particularly devoted
to the theories of Cesare Lombrosn, See “editorial,”
XIL:572 i November, 19805,

A, L Patek. “Annuoal Presidential Address” in
the Fiseonsin Medical fouwrmal, XI:135 (October,
19131,
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nal behavior, Since heredity was arknowledged
to be a factor in the |:|1a1|1i|1-;= of criminals, a
commillee wis created 1o study the guestion,
“Should the sterilization of criminals in proper
cazes be authorized by this state 7 At the 1970
conference, the committee gave ils answer,
"\-n, I|'||' 5ll'ri|izntinr| of criminals even in
proper cases i= a practice not endorsed at pres.
ent or for many vears to come by public opin.
ion,” Though admitting that there were
“proper cases.” the committes thought an error
in the determination of which were proper
and which were nol would be inhuman and
intalerabile

Aroused by lack of faith in the
“seience” of eugenics, the followers of Galton
secured the appointment of a new commillee
to consider the question: “Should the steriliza-
tion of habitwal criminals. imbeciles and luna-
tics be authorized by law?" The committer’s
reply was a foregone conclusion, Tts chair
man was Dre, Wilmarth, while the other mem:
bers included Elver, the author of the steril-
ization bill of 1907: Dr. Charles Gorst, an
advocate of sterilization; and Dr. Adin Sher-

I.‘-IJ{'J'I

man., ﬂ]ﬁﬂ] an ul‘]l:H:'ri'Tl.l ﬂf 1'|.|HL""I“' Ti!"i‘lf“-- llIlh-':'!'
report of this committee in 1912, a classic state-
ment of the eugenic doctrines, proclaimed that
“the doctrine of hereditary transmission is now
incontestably established™ and presented as evi-
denee twenty-lwo charts of family pedigrees
illustrating the recurrence in successive gen.
eration:  of feeble-mindedness,  aleoholism.
eriminality. sexual immorality, and epilepsy.
The Wisconzin Branch. its doubts swept away
by thiz wealth of “scientific data.” unani-
mously adopted the committee’s recommenda-
tions that the legislature provide for the
sterilization of inmates of the stale’s mental
and penal institutions; the establishment of a
chair of vugenies at the State Univerzity : the
ereation of a laboratory for the study of mental
diseases: and the compilation of gepealogies
of inmates of stale institulions."" By placing
;:1|;r_'|'| an inﬂun||11'ﬁ| nrganiz.ﬂlinn in the Pugﬂl[t‘

M Wikeonsin Branch of the Awmerican Institute of
Criminal Law and Criminology, Reporr of Conrmir-
ree on- the Trinf of the Tsme of Mentel Responsibility
—Sterilization (np., 19105,

“ Proceedings of Joint Mecting of the American
Instetate of Criminal Low and Criminology and  the
IFisconsin Branch, 1912, 62, 190216
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ranks, this action lent lremendous impetus lo
the campaizgn Tor a sterilization law,

Az in the 1890 s, the “Wisconsin Conference
of Charities and Corrections provided vet an-
other forum in which the eugenic ideas were
aired. Among others, George B, Mangold, as-
sociate director of the St Louis School of
Social Economy, advocated the adoption of
eugenic policies 1o eliminate all inherited de-
fects. He, like Dr. Dirake, was angered by the
appeal to “individual liberty” as an ohjection
to cugenic measures, The prive of such tender
concern for the rights of individuals, he
warned. would be *racial deterioration, stupid
citizenzhip and =ocial disintegration.” These
views were seconded by Dr. C. A, Harper,
secrelary of the State Board of Health, who
told the assembled social workers that a steri-
lization law would be a great step towards
improving Wisconsin's social and moral con-
ditions." The president of the Conlerence in
1912, the Hev. Walter F. Greenman, added
his plea for action to halt propagation by “de.
fectives,” The Conlerence rq'ﬁ|ml|dt‘-|| with a
resolution directing its commillee on social
legizlation to work for eugenic measures before
the next legislature.’™  Having agitated for
tenement house, child labor, and other social
reforms, thiz body mow officially espoused
policies based on hereditary determinizsm for
LJt‘.‘llillg with the m-iully inmluqu&ll',

LTHOUGH pressure was exerted upon the
University of Wisconsin to devole greater
effort to the teaching of eugenics, the doctrines
of Galton by no means lacked champions on
Bascom Hill. In the department of sociology,
Professors K. A, Ross and J. L. Gillin ex-
'E'n}uuclﬂf thie !wn‘r}'ilar}; hasis of the “defective
clagees™ in their courses on “Criminology and
Penology™ and “Charities and Corrections,™
while in the department of zoology. Prolessors
Michael F. Guyer and Samuel J. Holmes
stressed the potency of biological inheritance
in their courses on “Hu-rr:]i!:\' and ]::HF{I‘:II'i{'H“

" “State Care of Defectives,” in Proceedings of the
W isconsin Conference for 1911, 40-47; “The Anti-
Tubereulosi= Association,” in bid.. 165, Do Wil
marth al=o brought to this Conference his message of
the urgent necessity 1o curb the increase of “moral
imbeciles.” See “The Feeble-Minded,” in ihid., 51-54.

e Pregident's Address™ in Fraceedings of the [Fis
consin Lonference for 191212, 91,

STERILIZATION

1495

and “Problems of Evolution.” Through cor-
Il'HIH’II'I(l{'rII'l" courses and lectures of the Uni-
versity  Extension  Divizion, the ideas held
by these [our men were broadeast throughout
the state.*

The endorsement of eugenics by Charles It
Van Hize, president of the University and a
nationally recognized leader in the conserva-
tion movement, allested 1o itz academic re-
spectability, In an infHuwential series of lec-
turez on the conservation of natural resources,
.'lrﬂll HLHI" IPTT".‘“'T”"‘{! |'||i{ﬁ"l]l“: ilDIil'il".‘i as [I:“."
hest means of conserving human resources,
He proposed that “as a first very moderate
step toward the development of the slamina
of the human race, defectives should be pre-
cluded from continuing the race by some
proper method.”  Admitting that sterilization
might be the proper method, Van Hise insisled
that whatever method was chosen, it zhould
be thoroughegoing.”* Thus the State Uni-
versity, which was a powerful foree in direct
ing Wisconsin Progressivism, cast itz weighl
on the side of engenic reform,

By 1915 the agitation for eugenic measures
which had begun in the 18%Fs reached it
climax, The reiteration of the cry of “Sterili-
galion or racizl disaster!™ from such diverse
rostrums must have had a cumulative impact

¥ For course descriptions see various issues of The
Pniversity of Wisconsin Cotelogne ond the Bulletin
af the Umiversity of Fisconsin, Extensivn Ihaiisiom.
These foculty members were among the most influ-
entisl advocates of sogenic policies in the country,
'I'ill"_l.- wers  inanimong in |1!-l-:'h|!'|.lt‘|4’f‘||“:ﬂ|_! I'|‘[rL'|’."E-5§1.'!'
measired jgamsl “defectives,” Bnss's fn]'th]ighl o1
dorsement of sterilization has been quoted, 1n his
mich wsed texibook, Poverty and Dependency (New
York, 1921y, Gallin prescribed sterilization for the
feelile-minded 1376-387 1. The author of several books
concerned with the isue of racinl degeneracy, Holmes
valled Tor a more aggressive compaign of sterilization
ol “ondesirable elementz” in The Trend of Nece
{London, 1921, 381, Guyer wrote an eugenic hest-
seller, Being W ell-Boern {Indianapolis. 1916). Unlike
his eolleagues, however, he expressed doubts regard-
;ltg th= ||r||.|'li|'|' af sterilization, ziven the fxisst'ing
state of knowledge of specilic types of defective he-
redity, but favorsd a strict policy of sequestration
(p. 4358,

" The Conservation of Nemral Resonrees in the
United States (Mew Yok, 19113, 370, Frederic C.
owe qliﬂtt‘d Van Hise as follows: “1 we .'|,||phr:| e
humankind what we know about the breeding of
animils, the feeble-minded would disappear in a gen-
eration, while the insane and criminal classes would
be reduced to o fraction of their present number,”
q"'{" I!’I’J“‘-P. u’"‘!l"”n’t.‘n’-h, ErLis P.I'IIN'J'J:HTPHI JIrJ I_Jg'n.l”r'rﬂi:.\'
(Mew York, 199124, 151,
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on the lhit'lkl]l.g of those who considered them-
selves “wellinformed” and  “progressive
minded.” Physicians, social workers, reform.
ers, professors, editors. and ministers werne
calling on the legislature 1o strike down the
hideous monster of degeneracy. Legislators
had harkened 1o these voices when they had
urged the enactment of advanced social legis.
lation; why not do the same in the vital mat-
ter of racial betterment? Moreover, sterili.
zation was no longer as radical an innovation
az it had been in 1907, By 1915, eleven states
had adopted this measure. Others must have
felt as did Dr. Charles Gorst. superintendent
of the State Hospital for the Insane. who,
pointing to the initiative of these states, ad-
monished  Wisconsin e “wake up and be
equally as progressive,”™

Rebounding from their defeat in the 1911
session, when a sterilization meazure was lost
by one vole, the engenisiz pressed the attack
in 1913 confident that this time Galton's truth
would prevail. Senator George E. Hovt, physi-
4"i4'ln. I"ﬂ“k E"T‘.‘l“‘ilh'"l. i!.lld il:lllrpr‘l:lill'll.l H"'-
publican of Menomonee Falls, had the honor
of introducing the hill which authorized the
sterilization of inmates of the state’s mental and
penal institutions. The Madizon Democrat en-
thusiastically hailed his initiative in a news
story headed “Hoyt 1o Halt Crime, Insanity
and Imbecility.”™

The opponents of sterilization, however, de-
nounced this renewed attempt to solve social
problems with a scalpel. The Roman Catholic
Archbizshop of Milwaukee, in a letter which
was read during the course of legislative de-
bate, stated that while the Church had not yet
taken a dogmalic position on slerilization he
was opposed to it “in principle as an interfer-
ence with personal independence and  indi-
vidual liberty.” In continuation he wrote that
“The state has no right over my body as given
me by my creator. The =tate can protect itsell
against defective procreation by forbidding
such parties to marry at all, or only under

" State Hospital for the Insane, Fourteenth Bien-
nial Keport { Madison, 191009,

“ Maodison Pemocrar, June 1913: in “Clip-
pings" Hovt was o member of the Legistative Visit-
ing Committee which in 1913 recommended a sterili-
zation law “to prevent the increaze in our state of
the propagation of the mentally feeble, , . 7 Repore
{ Madizan, 19131, 7.

s
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certain safeguards, In my opinion it would be
best 1o defer such legislation until the whole
matter has been more fully discussed.”™* The
Milwaukee Free Press, the organ of Wizconsin
Progressivism, found the Archbishop’s objec-
tions to sterilizalion “to say the leasl. amaz-
ing,” and proceeded to lecture the prelate on
the “vast difference between liberty in the
sound, normal being and liberty in the abnor-
mal. degenerate. defective being,” Concluding
on a Roosevellian note, the paper said: “In
the case of the latter, as in the case of all eon.
duct that militates against the well-being of
society and race. the right of the state 1o con-
trol, limit and confine is being increasingly
recognized.”

Upposition to sterilization was also voiced
by the Socialist= through their journal, the
Milwaukee Lender, Referring contempluously
lo eugenics as a pseudo-science which was the
antithesis of the science of Socialism.  the
Leader exclaimed : “Dirunkenness, prostitution,
poverty, and the long train of evils Howing
from capitalism are ascribed to vicious and
[eeble-minded and epileptic ancestors ol those
who lack the cunning and the greed 1o enable
them to attain ‘success’ under the compelitive
system.”™ It condemned sterilization as a re-
turn to tribal and ancient practices. Some of
Wisconsin's  Socialists, found  the
logic of Galton’s biclogical determinism more
r_'omiw“in;__{ than that of Marx’s historical ma-
terialism. O the five Social Demoerals in the
legislature, four voted in favor of the steriliza-
tion hill.*

Deepite these articulate protests, the cugenic
[orces carried the day, The senate approved
the hill with little discussion by a vote of 22
to 3. while after a vigorous debate the assem-
bly passed the measure by the close volte of
39 to 37. Serutiny of the vote reveals that the
Republicans were overwhelmingly in favor of
the measure, the Democrats just as =olidly op-
posed. Among those voting “aye” were many

hﬂ“'t“l.'t'r‘

= Milwankee Free Press; July 26, 1913: in “Clip-
pings"" It is interesting 1o note that the Archbishop
tacitly admitted the engenic case against procreation
by “defeetives"

Bhid., July 27, 1903 in “Clippings,”

" Milwaukee Leader. August 1, 1913; in “Clip-
. Leg., 5lst Sess.. Semate Jowrnal, 1T103: A5
sembly Jonrmal, 165
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U" Ihl‘_' Pnign'ﬁ.‘:i\-’l‘ |t‘.;.||:11'r\.-i .‘i.]“}l s '”’iumlls .].,
Mahon, =ecrétary of the Wisconsin Branch of
the Progressive Republican League, Fred L.
Holmes, business manaser of Lo Follerie's
#.f"l‘k;]'._ ill“; ”“'. ”1'.1.-'rr!."l1f| A. ]":. |"I'E't|r|.'i.t'k, a
Methodist minister active many reform
movements™ On July 30, Governor Franeia
I MeGovern signed the bill into law. The last
Progressive-controlled legislature and the last
Progressive sovernor had adopted sterilization
as public policy in the state.”

in

FH{]‘H this history of the eugenics move-
ment in Wisconsin it iz evident that steri.
lization wes a Progressive measore. It was
taken up and agitated by reform groupz and
organizalions; il was advocated by Progressive
leaders and publications; and it was enacted
by a Progressive legislature and administra-
tHon. Yet the 4||.|1'Hl]nn remains: “'rh}' were the
Progressives so receplive to eugenic jdeas?

Although the eugenic assumption of the
primacy of heredity in determining the quality
of human beings ran counter to the Progres-
sive thesis that improved social conditions pro-
duced betler  persons. the “nature-nurture”
conundrom did not appear to trouble the av-
erage Progressive. Eclectic and pragmatie. he
could combine eugenic and environmental re-
forms withoul fretting over logical inconsist-
ency, Galton had his troe believers in Wis-
consin, =uch as Dr. Drake, wha would have
suppressed all philanthropic and reform efforts
not in accord with epgenie principles. Such
doctrinaires were few, however; most Wiscon-
sin Progressives were of a mind with Profes-
sor Ross that tenement-housing codes, labor
legislation, and sterilization each had ils place
in the reform program.™

M Wis. Leg, 5lst Sese, Semote Jowrnel, 1113: As
sembly Jourpal, 1634, In the combined vote of both
houses, 49 Republicans, # [democrats, and 4 Social
[emocrats voted “aye,” whilew 14 Republicans, 25
Democrats, and one Social Democrat voted “po,”

B R, 5 Maxwell, Le Follette und the Rise of the
Pragressives in Wisconsin {Madison, 19561, 149, In
this history of Wisconsin Progressivism, Maxwell
fails 1o mention the cugenic agitation.

* Although Ross endorsed sterilization, he found
the source of many cases of dependency not in de-
fective human nature but in “wdverse social condis
tions" It was the task of the reformer, he added, o
do pwayv with theze conditions, “The Relation of the
Social Worker and the Reformer,” in Proceedings
af the Wisconsin Conference for 1902, 6-61.
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Az an intellectual ereed. eugenics appealed Lo
the progressive-minded as modern and chal-
It was endowed with the glamour
which Darwin had lent o the science of biol-
oy, Galton and hiz followers couched their
arguments in the terminology of evolution, and
in their numerous studies of family histories
the principle of hereditary transmission of so-
cial virtues and vices did indeed appear 1o be
an incontestably established biological faet.
Hugr.nj:':i further  suited  the conlemporary
femper, with its naturalistie i:llu;:t' ol man as
animal inextricably invelved in the cosmie
drama ol evolution. vet able, by taking
thought, 1o control the direction of his own
development. The Progressive reformer with
his [aith in “Science™ as the means 1o his
humanitarian ends lound the 1‘1rg{'ni|' teqarch-
ings convincing and congenial, particularly
since he was prececupied with the purpose of
preventing sovial problems. Fugenice prom.
ized to dam the flow of crime, poverty, and
vice at its headwaters. And, as Dr. Wilmarth
I'Ilkkl‘d., '-'I.'hﬂl f'l"l'lilll'l I'H'" T I'LI_‘"nﬂ]“_' 1_1!ﬂj| I_Ir|_'--
venting the birth of a child condemned by de-
fevtive heredity to a life of squalor, iznorance,
evil, and idiecy ?™

Yet this engenic reasoning led the Progres-
sives lo espouse policies which normally would
have been considered brutal and inhuman,
Lile imprisonment, denial of the rights of mar-
riage and mating, surgical interference with
the reproductive organs—all were accepted as
legitimate ways of dealing with the [eeble-
minded, the epileplic, the insane. the minor
r]elinqm:nt az well a= the hardened eriminal,
The acceptance of these harsh meazures re-
flected something of the deep anxiety aroused
by the fear of racial degeneracy, It also ex-
pressed the tough-mindedness of the Progres.
sives who believed that to bring about the good
soviely ane must follow the dictates of science,
not of the hearl, Time and again, the advocates
of sterilization warned that “maudlin =enti-

“Fair ir
lenging,

®Home for the Feeble-Minded, Secenth Bienninf
Report, 243, The editor of the Fisconsin Humane
Herold, Kate Clark Greene, found this ressaning
persuasive. The Merald supporied the sterilization
measiure and other engenic policies, See 123 ( Auguost,
19137,
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menl” must not be allowed to obslruct the ap-
plication of eugenic principles."™

Fugenics was also in agreement with the
Progressive outlook in its collectivist emphasis,
Eugenist and Progresdive agreed thal leisses
faire would resuli in disaster and that the in-
terestz of the individual must be subordinate
ln the welfare of =ociety, Both were willing 1o
restrict personal liberty in behall of the cor-
porate good. and both turned o the State as
the instrument of reform, The cugenic pro-
posal that the most intimate of human relation-
z‘:hi]!z‘: he Euh]{'l"li‘\fl Lii pltlrli:' l'ep;ulalion wenl
far beyond the Progressive’s demands for anti-
trust and labor legizlation. Yet the relormer’s
assumption that individualism must be curbed
in industry and politics [ucilitated hi= accept-
ance of the same principle in the sphere of
human brt'tt"tliilE[.l'l

Fugenics further appealed ta the middle
and upper-class Progressives beeause it offered
a reflorm program which sanctioned rather
than condemned the I.".\.i.'“-l‘ll'lg social order. Ae-
cording 1o Galton social position was a lairly
accurate index 1o hereditary quality, 11 was
reassuring to the well-to-do 1o think that their
place in the class strueture rested on biological
laws, not on social advantage. Yel the status
insecurity |-|1|='__|F'1||1|*n‘4| E1!.* e ﬂlljdil}' of Amer-
ican socicly was revealed by the anxiely
voiced over the failure of business and pro-
fezzional families to have as many children as
did working-class families, These class differ-
ences in the birth rate were interpreted as

* As Dir. Richard €. Cabot, professor at the Harv-
ard Medical i:nllégn—- wnid eritic :lr ﬂ:gﬂhEl'ﬂ. it st
fully describwed this 1r||Igh-r|1i[I1|Hi attitude: ""F,lmﬂlt-
ics, the teaching of sex facts, and the surgical removal
of organs, all these are supposed 1o répresent what is
typically “scientifc ms against that which was sup-
pozedd to represent sentiment, consideration of peo-
ple’s feelings, human shrinking and pity.” See “Posi.
tive and MNegative Elements in Medico-Social Re-
form.” . Proceedings of the Wisconsin Conferenee
for 1911, 183,

" President Van Hise gove voice to this collectivist
ethic: “Fach should desire only what is right, and
right must he defined as thot which i= best for the
future of the race. In short, the period in which
individualism was patriotism in this country has
]'Jasz-mi Elf: and the time has come when individuol-
ism muzt become subordinate to responsibility to the
muiv.” Oy, cir, 377,
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constilting a racial erisis which rendered im-
perative the enactment of cugenic policies.™

The engenics movement, of course, had a
hasiz in =ocial reality. The emergence of a com-
[J]"'x l.lrh.i“'l ;[HII.IE'_CITiH] H(il['ii'l.}' Fn'ill]:\' il'll'ri'-']:-'l'il
the number of the socially inadequate, while a
heightened social conscience made the puhlic
more aware of their unfortupate brethren, To
many it did appear that crime, poverty. and
iizsease were about to inundate the country,
The raw eities. their slums leeming with re-

el 1|rLI:I'l:_frur|1..-.. L'I.].rIH'lIH'l.I Iy b Iurm'-ﬂ:ing
Places for all social diseases. The social dis.
tance which separated the “old stock,” upper-
class Progressives from the tenement-dwellers
miu=l }lﬂ.\t' “]-ﬂl:]l: P]u.u:ii.ll]“ II'I.I'. 1‘.[[*’{'"15" Txe=
planation of urban misery in terms of defec.
tive heredity. The cugenic remedies, promis-
ing to eradicate sovial evils while at the same
time reducing the tax burden, must have heen
particularly attractive o reform-minded  but
property-owning eitizens. Therelore it iz no
wonder that support for eugenic measures in
Wisconsin came primarily from those whom
the Reverend Daniel Woodward described as
“our best people.”?

It was these gualitiee of eugenics, then,
which serve 1o explain the readiness with
which it was embraced by Wisconsin Progres.
sives: the congruity between the eugenic doe-
trines and cerlain aspects of the Progressive
mentality ; and the suitability of vugenics in a
reflorm movement bazically middle class in
]Eﬂtltffﬁ!l:ip HTHI ”l]lllﬂlk.

“Dr, Gorst, [or instance, Tound in this diflerential
fecundity a threat to the continwed domingtion of the
world by the white race. He warned that unless
severe measures were token Y. | o oa stronger, more
virile Tace will take the ploce of the white man in
leading the races of the werld” See Proceedings of
the Twelth Aunysl Meeting of the Trastees gnd Sp-
periniendenis af the County Asvlums of Wisconsin,
1913, 23-24. The Hev. Daniel Woodward, warden of
the Wisconsin State Prison, thought thiz failure of
“wood™ parents to have large families while the “de-
fectives™ spawned, the mest alarming condition con-
fromting the nation. He was particularly  incensed
with those women 'H.l]" kq']'lr g pmdil' dng ar |1_-|||-j?-
bear out on the sireets, in the automobile or on
pleasure trips in place of twa, three, four and five
truined children” See  “Wisconsins  Dependents,
Defectives and  Delinquents.”  Proceedings of  the
Thirteemih Annual Mecting, 1914, 32, /

= M.



DISEASE AND SICKNESS ON THE WISCONSIN

By Perer T. HarsTab

MONG the many maladies afflicting the scl-
tlers of early Wisconsin: the two most
troublesome and generally feared were malaria
and cholera, Both produced disturbing effects
amn A |Hl|l-|:||:lr'i' il__fnurﬂn! 1'{ I_I'“'ir LI ] e et :-"E"t
each dizeasze was |H'("Illi..|.'ll' in ils ir:rr.'pllnrl and
duration. On the one hand, all that was needed
for malavia to spread was that an anopholes
mosquilo carry a minute organism [rom one
human to another, a process as easily accom-
|J]i.‘ih|"[| i]l an iﬁlllﬂll'd E'}]IP‘lll as i” il rl]ililllr_\.'
garrison or a frontier lown, Although malaria
seldom brought a high mortality rate, it often
left its vietims ill for months or even vears,
(o the other hand. cholera, which was
spread mainly through the consumption of in-
fected food or water, thrived in a dense popu-
lation and left a high mortality in its wake
even though a vietim, il he survived the first
few days of an attack, could vsually expect a
full recovery., What made cholera so lerrifying
Wils II:H.' :‘"“j“]l!"ﬂ‘i :'H“I TI"['lHi'\'i'l]'."‘.‘i“i W i'l'l “'I]ii'h
it struck, One evening in July, 1852, the editor
of & Madison newspaper saw Fdward Fisher,
one of the wwn's leading citizens, walking
down the street in his vsual robust health: the
next day he reported isher's death in his
i, III ..‘!Iii'l'l'}l“ki‘[". Iwir ;{_t‘l]lh‘l]tr‘n :‘-‘ﬂl“i (N1}
a =leeel cormner {Ji?‘('”.“i“lill;,': 1.hl‘ |:It‘l'r'F{ri'.h.‘- ‘}F rllLJI-
era in the city, Within two hours one was dead
and his body on the way o the cemetery. In
Galena. during August of 1850, Alty persons
who were in complete health on a Sunday
rJII'-rrli.lly wiere in ”l.':"il' glavies Tl“'hlhl} -
ming.! The unlimited stories of horrid death
that circulated during the cholera vears cansed
frightening thoughts in the minds of everyone.
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FRONTIER: CHOLERA

Throwghout the centuries cholere has been
regarded as a mysterious and dangerous dis-
an attitude shared by the pioneer resi-
dents of Wisconsin who zenerally attributed
indireet cause lo “Providence,” a word

Edse

ils
which |.'L|J|J-|'u|'r|] often in the newsapers when
the plague approached. An Indian agent dur-
ing the Black Howk War called it *The Scourg-
ing hand of an Almighty Providence,” Teve-
rend John H. Ragatz, a circuit-riding minister
in the western jrart of the state, pt‘u‘_lr'rd God
during the epidemic of 1819 to have merey on
the nation “although we have deserved punish-
ment, for one must fear that thousands die as
a resull of the plague without being prepared
I-|3|' i'. .ﬁllhl'll Wi st I.il." r.rﬂ‘l”t'ﬁ:"lll.‘?‘l" “lﬁl'll EE‘ i||.
vogue everywhere, we must nol be surprised if
{;I':HI ml'lﬂi:rl".‘it.'i I'li"- i'ul.'];.'"'H'”I Hnﬂ t‘ll:'-.-'lruj.'.-i 'I'|'|I.|..|.||.'
nalions through war, hunger, and pestilence.™

HE SYMPTOMS of the disease were graph-
i'H"}' 1!!'."'\-1'r-t|.ll'|:{ il'l a |Ji5|.l1'|.|ri:l|:l.“[. Tlﬁf" r.‘:‘r“}l!l‘
ern Beacon, written by Dr. Elam Stimson, a
Dartmouth eraduate, and circulated in Amer-
ica after the epidemic of 1832, In it Stimson
stated that prior o the outhreak of an epi-

'”rr:'fl. -Ir;,.-l.ui .lrmur ”n:'hl‘rrrr'rru'. "I.!:u,lim_m.. _||J|:r' '_:'H..
1852: Frank A, Flower, .Irf.l'xrur} of Milwngakee, Wis-
eonsin A Chicago, 18811, WK:  Preirie do Chien
Patrint, September 4, 185, For a general acesunt of
the chiolera epidemics of the United States see 1. 5.
Chambers, The Conguest of Cholera TNew York,
TR S

“HPapers ol balian Agent Boyd—1832,7 in ¥ isecon.
sin State Historieal Seciety Callections, IR | o
som, 1BU21: Lowell I, Ragate, trans, *A Circuit
Rider in the (Md Northwest: Letters of the Reverend
Tohm H. Rogate” in the Wisconsin Megesing of His
tory, T:98 A Madizen, 19253,
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demic in any particular community “unusual
morhid sensations are experienced by many
persons ., . which have commonly been called
‘premonitory symploms,”

Maore lajlgillilr symiploms, as Shm=on ex-
plained them, were a faint luttering sensation
in the heart, dizzinesz, headaches. cramps in
the legs, indigestion, a sense of creeping cold-
ness over t!]l' 55U r{"l'i' U{ 1.]'“" IH“]}'._ Hﬂd SOIMNEe=
times hot flashes of fever. As the dizease pro-
gressed, *cholic-like pains” wandered through
the body, vomiting became severe, and the
bowels uncontrollable. The inside of the mouth
was of a darker hue than natural and the pa-
tient commonly had an insatiable thirst. Stim-
=0T |::ll'|i1"!.'l'd that r}u'.t'-l' .‘5-:I.':ITIFI!:1|'I'.|.‘G l'ﬁTl-l'i:l_ grl'ﬁ!]}'
in different patit'tliﬁ. “gome caces lerminale
fatally within two or three days after they are
thought 1o be seriously ill—others linger eight
or ten days and often recover.”

Stimzon went on o describe the last ar “hil-
ious attack™ [lhm-'r of r'h{lll'ra, "‘,-in.s [hi,-i .\,:Tug:*
approaches, all the svmptoms become greatly
aggravated and stll greater uniformity exists
in different cazes. The pulse grow small,
thready and tremulons, and are soon impercep-
tible. Spasms are more severe. allacking the
legs, thighs and body, The fingers and toes
are reduced in size, being shrivelled and
purple or black, The veins in the arm are
anly flat and Back lines—a eold, clammy sweat
covers the whole zurface, and to the feel the
skin iz like a cold. wet hide. The spams in-
crease and some patients utter the most piere.
ir|;_- 1'ri1:5—5|hr Ihi]’e—'.l is maor: HI'HI more i.rl1.l'l1."l"._
and of a peculiar kind. the patient often sup-
plicates his [riends and physician with the
most pitiful tonez for ‘cold drink” as the last,
greatest and only favor in their power 1o be-
stow. The eves are sunken in their sockets amd
surrounded by a blue or black circle. The voice
faile, is dry, hoarse, or only a whisper. . . .
After having sulfered more than horrible mar-
tyrdom, the patient has commonly a great
alleviation of zuffering before death, heing less
purging, vomiting and spasms, and he often ex-
presses himsell better—or lies in a sort of apo-
pleptic stertor . o indilferent and unconscious
of his fate, and expires with but linde addi-
tional suffering.”™ Such was the death of zev-
eral thouzand Wizconsin residentz during the
epidemic years 1832, 1831 and 1819-1854.

SPRING, 1960

HE CAUSE of cholera was indeed baffling

to people of the first half of the nine.
teenth century. The theory commonly accepled
by the medical profession—the one found in
the Cholera Beacon—was an allempt at a
scientific explanation: “We believe the remote
cause of Cholera to be zome atmospheric im.
purity, and the provimete cawse an imperfec-
fion af the lungs"" The Beacon went on lo
explain thiz proximate cause, “The lungs per-
forming the double function of decomposing
Hhmn’-p}lrrii' air, and :'I‘J}rlriug it of its i:anII‘r:
and noxious matter—hyidrogen and carbon—
but the blood not being fully decarbonized in
the lungz, has an adjuvent or supplementary
orEan in the liver, which extracts another por-
tion of this 'imlzmril'_l.' in the form of bile—to be
like the manure of the farmer, converted 1o a
vseful and important purpose. And last, the
kidneys, like a wasteweir to the system, clear
the blood of such superfluous matter as 15 of
no further use. . . . In whatever the almosphere
i]npuril:.r consists, 1hi: effect of it when inhaled
is to incapacitate the lungs from fully perform.
ing their excretory function.”*

This theory, ecarried over from the 1532
epidemic, wasz generally accepted during the
epidemic years from 1849 to 1854, Moreover.
there were Turther attempts to justify it. In
June 13, 1849, a column appeared in the Mil-
wanker Sentinel, reporting that a Cincinnati
chemist had difliculty making sulphuric acid
for a number of davs. He blamed the unusnal
atmospheric conditions. claiming that “the air
underwenl a change a few weeks ago, (about
the time Cholera commenced, ) . . . There was
less oxygen than common, and more carbonic
acid gas, which produced the effect referved
to | his inability to make sulphuric acid] but
that, within a day or two, the proportions have
again changed. (the Cholera has sensibly
abated) and a healthy condition now exists.”
The inference was that the same atmospherie
abuormalities that made it impossible o pro.
duce the acid, also caused the cholera, Thus,
with the sanection of the medical profession,
backed in this caze by a chemist, this theory

fElam Stimson, M.JAL, The Cholera Beacen,
{ Dundas, 1835, reprinted in Transactions of the Lon-
don and Middlesex Historical Soctety, Part 15,
(1937), 13-21.

* Ihidl., 24-25,
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was widely proclaimed through Wisconsin and
the nation.

Sinee the medical profession accepted this
theory of causation, it followed logically that
"}“l‘h"fﬂ. Was |1n| i"'”“'ﬂ,giﬂuﬁl Thi' {.‘r‘i{ﬂlf'fﬂ ﬁ'm-
L |1rm'|ui:m_'1| il rmnrnnlagiuuh bt added
that excretions and [ilth in the sick room ren-
dered the air more unfit for respiration and
thus aided cholera’s spread. Newspapers which
represented  the commercial  interests  re-
peated this doctrine often, since cholera had
the effect of keeping the country people away
from the larger trading centers such as Mil-
waukes when an epidemic raged. Therefore
the Milwaukee Sentine! printed many authori-
tative claims that cholera was not contagions.”
Apparently the medical profession sincerely
believed in the noncommunicable nature of
the disease, The St. Louis Medical Society de-
bated the question and in good democratic
manner put the question lo a vole, twenky-six
doctors voling that is was not contagions and
ten that it was.”

But on this peint the general publie did not
agree with the medical profession. There is
much evidence to show that people lended to
flee cholera-infested places. as was the case in
the village of Wingville. When fifteen cases of
cholera hroke out there in the summer of 1850,
the “greatest consternation prevailed.” and the
village, containing 100 inhabitants, was en-
lln-ly deserted,”

The very fact that people fled from cholera
helped in itz spread, and Wisconsin pioneers
have left & number of anecdotes concerning the
outbreak of the dizease in traveling vehicles.
lsaac Stephenson of lumbering renown and
*Grandmother” Gratiol of lead !‘r."gj:.ul fame, to
vite examples, were both stricken while travel-
ing: the former recovered but the latter did
not. Brought into close contact in boats, trains,
and stage coaches, and undoubtedly using a
commaon source of contaminated drinking wa-
ter, travelers did much to spread the discase
[rom one locality to another. There iz a record
of seventy-five cholera {atalities on a Missis.

"One such claim appeared in the Milwaukes Sen-
timel, July 25, 1850,

* Prairie [u Chicn Pateior, Auguest 13, 1851, Tt s
significant, however, that this same group of phy-
giciang also voted o continee the quarsntine of
cholera patients in St Louis,

FFkid,, Tuly 10, 1850,
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sippi steamer carrying 600 passengers, and il
is very likely that the survivors earried the dis-
ease clsewhere,” Perhaps o group of Mineral
Paint residents hit upon the best solution when,
instead of fecing the locality alogther, they
left their homes to camp upon a hillside dur-
ing the worst cholera days.

For a time Milwaukee, Racine, and Keno-
sha =erved az havens of refuge for the wealth-
ier Chicago citizens escaping the plague. In
July of 1854 Racine reportedly received a
hundred such refugees in a single day. Because
the carly 1850°s were years of inlense rivalry
between Milwavkee and Chicago for suprem.
acy in the West, the fleeing Chicagoans took
conziderable ribbing from their neighbors o
the north. In defending his move one man
said, “l like Chicago, generally speaking. |
enjoy living there, but it is nol just pleasant Lo
see black erape on seventeen doors within a
hlock from vour home.™"

Pritiful are the stories of sick and dead being
abandoned by panic-stricken friends and rela-
tives. As Frank Flower put i, “Life. J.'I."IE'II]i]':E‘Sh._
and self-preservation were the motive powers.
And though happiness was left behind, self.
preservation held away. Families even locked
up the dead in their houses and fled.” Flower
cited an instapce of a sickening odor emanat-
ing from a clozely zhut house on the south
side: of Milwaukee, “The authorities were noti-
fied. An officer was sent to break into the house.
He did so. In the middle of the room lay the
body of an old man, badly decomposed, his
cramped body covered with fat, eager. Sum-
mer flies.” Ome early Milwaukee resident re-
valled secing seven bodies in a single house
Laig l..iEiilU]'! .'%.'-'E"H'l.“" “'I'I.I"ﬂ EH' FII'?I'IN.H] 1.11 “'“'.{'r
hiz horse. "

N addition to the orthodox medical theory
of the cause of cholera, there were several
athers. Daniel Nrake, one af the ]1:;11“:15 physi-
vians of the West. believed that a quarantine
was useless “az well as embarrassing o com-
merce.”  Drake, however, diflered from his

m'“ﬂ,’:atl. “Letters of the Reverend John H, Ragwz,"
9.
¥ Racine Advocate, r|lt|,|rPrI in Milwankes Senfinef,
July 13, 1854; Flower, History of Mitwaukee, 398,
* M., 400401 : Louis F, Frank, Medicel History
of Milwanker (Milwaukee, 19150, 181,
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contemporaries by aceepling the animaleulae
hypothesiz, which is a rather close approach
1o the later germ theory of the origin of chol-
era and other diseazes, 't

|H‘.‘n‘uﬂ(' _I‘._ ].-I]IP!]I]"IF. A I"ﬂ_l']}' li;‘q:iﬂﬂ"{ﬂ'l.s-iﬂ
geologist and scientist, took an entirely differ
ent view. In his correspondence with Charles
T. Jackson. a prominent Boston scientist, Lap-
ham wrote in August of 1819, “Your sug-
gestion that there is a greater amount of
cholera in Hmestone districts, than in those
based on granite and other primary rocks, is
now receiving melancholy proof and confirma.
lion at Sandusky City, Ohio.” Jackson wrote
back that he had tested his hypothesis by
studying the 1832-1833 epidemic in Europe,
“I collected maps giving the track of the chol-
era from India to Vienna while in Europe, and
I colleeled also all the works 1 could find pub-
lished on the subject in Austria, Russia, Po-
lard, Bosnia and France, [t was obvious that
the disease followed the river valleys but it
did nat follow the current of the water, hut
Came up the Danulbie and it took itz abode
chiefly in the basins of Vienna and Paris—
bath of which are ealeareous and in both these
cities the waters of the wells and rivers
are almost saturated with carbonate of lime”
Jackson's studies convinced him that his theory
was also confirmed in America during the epi-
demic of 1832 1833, Jackson and [..ﬂp}mm
were certain that they had founded a new dis.
cipline, “Medical Geology,” which would at-
tract fulure scienlific invesltigations.'”

Still another theary concerning the cagse
of cholera was that it w a= ln‘nu;_rht an !ITiTH.I]TiI}'
by fear. During the Black Hawk War, William
Beaumant, medical olficer at Fort Crawford,
contended that “The greater proportional num-
bers of deaths in the cholera epidemics are . . .
caused more by fright and presentiment of
death l}tun frum I]'w Fam] 1|~|1rie11r,"y or \"in]r'n.r'i'
of the dizeaze.” During the 1819 to 1854
epidemics, local newspapers often printed
something on this subject, though not usually in
az extreme form as the advice given by a Madi.

" Madge FE. Pickard amd B, Carlvle Buley, The
Midwest Pioneer, His s, Cures, and Doctors (Craw.
fordaville, Indiana, 19450, 28,

"H. H. Voje, MB., “Twa letters Concerning the
Cause of Cholers s Understood in 1B49"" in the
Wisconsin Medical Journal, 13:365-367 (Milwankes,
19150,
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son paper in 1849: “Dox’t BE Avasven.—
Keep cool, take it casy, beware of excitement,
and keep the spirits upe nol by pouring spirits
r]u\\.‘n. |i'||.l |.l_'l- |'l"il'|f_r “\"I_'F. "h“!'rf“l. i.|.]“|
[riendly. Don't put on that long face every
time a funeral meets vour eve, or the tho't of
the dread seourge comes over you, bul “away
with dull care;” send drooping melancholly
about her businesz, jump, laugh, shout, play,
dance and sing; any thing in facl, bul down-
heartedness in cholera times,”"

In ulll'.m]’:ﬁng to determine the cause of chal-
era mid-nineteenth century investigalorz were
frequently confronted with bafling evidence,
Sometimes cholera appeared simultaneously at
widely distant points with oo apparent con-
nection, as, for example, near the end of 15318,
\'r'l'""n it !}rnl»:l.‘ f"JI il'l xi‘“r' ‘-ﬂfi:. |:|.|'|[] .\;1."“' {.I'l'-
leans at practically the same time, Since within
the lime limilalion there was no possibility
that the disease could have been carried from
one city to the other, people were convinced,
az their forebears had been for centuries, that
4an E}'li[ifmii' Wwis 'dl:lﬂ tfl SO alr:lLP:iIllIl‘rii' 0o
tervestrial influence far bevond the control of
mar.

It has sinee been determined, however, that
the outhreak which occurred in these two geo-
araphically separated cities actually had the
same source—two immigrant ships both of
which sailed [rom the Eoropean port of Le
Havre, one bound for New York. the other for
New Orleans. Especially baffling in this case
was the fact that there was no cholera at Le
Havre at the time of departore, and that cases
developed simultaneously in hoth ships when
they were a thousand miles apart on the open
sea. The explanation is that the passengers
were from a cholera-infected district of Ger.
many, and that the cholera germ can live for
at least a week inoa waler or food sup‘p|}'.”

In studving the cholera epidemics of the first
half of the nineteenth century, it must be kept
in mind that bacteriology was then an unborn
srience. Sanitation, if it could be said that it
existed at all, was rudimentary. Shallow wellz

¥ Deborah B, Martin, “Doctor William Beaumont :
His Lile in Mai'l&.ihnl: mrul “"j!-l'llﬂhi“, 1152“—“54." in
the Wikeonsin .iflegu:."ﬂe’ njl' .II.III".'I:F-..'F}'. 4:270 (1920
19211 : Fisconsin Express. Madizon, Joly 24, 1849,

W Knut Gierset and Ludvig Hektoen, “Health Con-
ditions Among Early Norwegian Settlers,” in Publico-
tions of Norwegian-American Historicnl  Association,
Studies and Records, 114 ( Minneapolis, 192613,
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from which water was raised by hocket and
rope were easily polluted: and open streams
fram which soldiers obtained their water dur-
ing the Black Hawk War were even more eas-
il}" contaminabed,

Characteristics of the disease were condu-
vive to its dissemination, and made sanitation
dillicult. The fact that cholera victims suffered
exteeme thirsl was an important factor in the
spread of the disease, Since few homes in
mid-nineteenth century Wisconsin had indoor
piping, the bucket and dipper method was
used, making it almost inevitable that if one
member of a household came down with chol-
era the others would alse be exposed 1o the
germ, Add to this the fact that vietims suffered
from acule diarrhea, and that during one stage
of the disense vomiling was almost incessant.
Furthermore, methods of disposing of human
wastez were of the crudest; some of the newly
settled communities did not even have privies,
Cholera struck during the hot summer months
of July anil :"Lllgtl:i't when it was necessary Lo
keep windows and doors open. Since there
was no sereening, flies and other insects could
easily find their way from infected human
wasle in one house to the dinner table in an-
other, Even in the larger cities hogzs roamed
the streets J-n'i'l}f and IJI'I.'F{'I'I"I'I:II'!I:l. the serviee of
disposing of garbage,

HOLERA first reached America in the

spring of 1832, brought here aceording
to the hest accounts, by immigrant= to Quebec
and Montreal. [t spread to the shores of Lake
Onlario amd Lake Erie, and thence 1o Lake
Champlain and Albany, In July it arrived at
New York: from there it spread south and weal
over the continent, In all likelihood the disease
would never have become sevious in Wisconsin
had not a group of Sauk and Fox Indians un-
der the leadership of one of their minor chiefs,
Black Hawk. retorned to the lands of their
[athers in the Rock River Valley 1o grow corn.
By the middle of July, 1832, the frontiersmen,
[earing a general invasion, raised a foree of
almost 1,506 to FJIIHI] the II1[“HI‘|F| ]:ui'l; HUTSS
the Mississippi. More than once Black Hawk
and his *host” of 1000 tribesmen (numbering
in their ranks 600 women and children). tried
to surrender but the army purzued them un-
il anly 150 remained alive, and these were
taken F'll‘i.\'iﬂr“'l'!-i. T|'|r‘ 'ﬂ'rur D:*!mrlmrnl. appar-

ently fearing a general vprizing of the frontier
Indians, sent General Winfield Scott west, by
way of the Great Lakes, with nine companies
of federal troops. By the time Scotl reached
Detroil cholera broke oul on the troop lrans-
ports, The close gquarters and central water
supply of the ships were evidently conduocive
to the spread of cholera, for by the time the
COnyoy n.‘u:‘l‘l.t‘l:l ".:I’li['HEU‘ il'l. 1!'“:" F'."i."}”-'L '“"“f:'k ‘."‘f
July, scorez of men were ill and many died.
Fort Dearborn at (:hl:-uga became a hﬂspiiﬂl
and the main body of Seott’s men were not dis.
patched to the scene of action until the heaviest
fighting wasz over,'

Indian Agent Boyd at Prairie du Chien
protested on July 21 that it would be unwise
for Scott’s diseased troops 1o be brought into
vontacl with General Alkinson’s healthy vol
unteers for it would not only encourage de.
certion, but what waz more serious, mighl
also lead to greater trouble with the Indians
“I= it oot within human probability.” Bayd
asked. “that Tndian Treibes, at present luke
warm & indifferent az to the fate of this War
(such as the Pollawattamies & Winnebagoes, )
both partially allied to the hostile Indians by
intermarriage—may not, by Wilnessing the
ravages made by discase among our troops—

B 1.8, Chambers, in The l'.ll.l."I!err'.sf |.lf Cholera, B5-
102, gives a detailed account of the introduction of
cholerns 1o Seott’s troops on their way o Chicago amd
the progress of the disease after their areival, Nifes'
Feekly Kegister, July 28, 1832, contains a contem-
porary aecount of the I‘l;‘l.'u'lu' and econfusion which
chalera generated among these men,

Mapshowing the cholerg routes fo the Americes, beginning
with 1832, Adepted fram Cholera, by Alfred Seillé (IRBS)
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at once, and to a i, juin I;}u' Sat's E. F::u:rs.
and raise the Tomahawk against us?"1*
General Seott, hastening to take part in the
campaign, procecded with a few men to Prairie
du Chien where, as Bovd had feared. cholera
broke out among the volunteers and also among
the federal troops garrisoncd at Forl Craw-
ford. According to a soldier. John H. Fonda,
a hundred men died at Praivie du Chien within
two weeks and were buried in & common
grave south of the dragoon stable at Fort
Crawford. The healthy portion of the army
then ]m:wmwlrr] 1o Rock Island where 1]11::;‘
arrived on August 9, Aboul the 20th of Au-
gust more of Scott’s men arrived from Chicago
and a week later there was another outhreak
of cholera. Captain Henry Smith recalled that
cholera raged [or several davs among the
troops at Rock lsland, Even though General
Scolt enforeed the “Strictest Eanil:ar?' rr-gula-
tionz . . . four oflicers and upwards of filty
rank and file, out of about three hundred
infentry, became it vietims,”  Cholera also
broke out in other detachments: men were
buried in the wilderness in unmarked graves.
Maoses Strong estimated that by the close of
the “Cholera Campaign" M) of Seotl's men
had fallen victim to the diseaze. In addition
to these must be numbered the inestimatable
fatalitics among the volunteers. Tt iz probahly
a =afe estimate that cholera fatalities Among
the troops at least equalled the approximately
850 Indian falalities in the Battle of Bad Axe
and elsewhere™ AL any rale. in the course of
the Black Hawk War cholera proved more
fatal to the whites than did the scalping knife,
Cholera also affected the civilians in the
FIver Low s of ﬁ:iﬁl'ﬂnsin and "linu'l:i, ;"I.l
Calena and Prairie du Chien there were sev-

" Papers of Tndian Agent Bovd—1832" 2782749,

" Tohn H. Fonda, “Early Wisconsin” in WFisconsin
Staee Historical Secicty Callections, 5:259 (Madizon,
1868 Reprinth: Henry Smith, “Indian Campaign of
18327 in ibdd., 10:165 I Madison, 1888 Reprim):
Moze: M, Strong, “The Indion Wars of Wisconsin,”
in ihid., B:285 (Madizon, 1879 Reprint): Paul F.
Cranefield. in his article “Cholera in Wisconsin,
1852-1834," in the Fisconsin Medical Journal, 49:509
{ Madison, 19500, quotes one estimate that the epi-
demic cost “theusands of lives” among the soldiers.
Still another estimate, thet of Edmound Wendt in his
lwshe A Freweise o Asiwtic Cholera (New Yok,
18850, 72, iz that seven ol Scott's -:'lrI||||;.1I'|i1-a-i { priehi-
ably comtaining about 125 men eachl were redueed
by cholern and desertion to a total of but sixey-eight
e,
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eral fatalities, In her reminiscences. Mrs,
Elizabeth Baird stated thal each dav when her
husband rode off to Menomineeville to attend
hiz law practice che wondered if she would
ever see him again, “the cholera threatening
on one hand. the Indians on the other.”
There iz some indication that cholera also
vizited Wisconsin two vears later. Mrs, Baird
mentioned the “Tearful cholera visitation in
18347 At Menomineeville, according to an-
other source. hardly a houschold was spared
from the sc OUEr g, Father VandenBroek, in
charge of the mission there, reported that Ty
often happened that while 1 was attending the
sick, sometimes even while confessing lhf'm
they died at my side, g0 that we could not get
enough people to dig the graves, We had 1o
bury four or five in one grave. We could
not even find people enough to prepare the
bodies for burial and 1T had to bury them
mysell, assisted by two Sisters of the Order
of St. Clare.” Another reference to cholera
in 1834 appears in the Memoirs of Father
Mazzuchelli, missionary to the settlers and
Indians of western Wisconsin, He reported
that when some superstitious Winnebagoes
heard that cholera had cavsed deaths at Prairie
du Chien, a hundred miles west of their en.
campment, they shot off their guns towards
the west at sunset in order to “kill the chalera,”
“Their warlike fusillade against the setting
sun was kept up for more than half an hour,™ ™

HOLERA did not reach Wisconzin again

until 1849, by which time the former
lerritory was a rapidly growing state of nearly
00,000 inhabitants, with new immigrants
Hocking in by the thousands. Some conception
of the rate of immigration can be zolten from
the passenger lists of steamboats arriving in
Milwaukee. During the weck ending June, 18,
1849, six steamers brought a total of 1,240
English, Cerman, and American passengers.'™
With such an influx of new arrivals. Milwau
kee had by 1849 surpassed in population the

= Flizaheth Therese Baird, “Reminiscences of Life
in Territorial Wisconsin,™ in Fisconsin Seate His-
tarical Society Collections, 15:238 (Madison, 19000 ;
VandenBroeck is queted In T, J, Oliver, “History of
Medicine in Brown County,” in the Wisconsin State
Histotical Society Manuscripts Section, 3-3: Father
Mazznehelli, Memarrs { Chicago, 19150, 136,

" Milwaukee Sentinel, June 18, 1849,
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mining towns of southwestern Wisconsin and
alzo its rivals on Lake Michigan, With its
LE,000 inhabitants Milwaukee was the largest
town in the young stale, and it is not =ur.
prising that during the epidemic years 1849
1o 1854, a p-c-rind of conlinuing g:'l:l'.-fﬂl. cholera
presented a serious problem. And sinee Mil-
waukee’s health problems were on a larger
scale than elsewhere in the state. attempls
were made to handle them in a systematic
menner,

In 1311-{1_ i YUars hefore cholera enlered
the community, the Milwaukee County Med-
ical Society was founded. Concerning the prac.
tice of medicine the Soviety’s charter read:
“No person shall be permitted to be examined
az a candidate for a diploma, and membership
of this Society, unless he shall have arrived
at the age of twenly one years, has al least a
good English edocation, has studied medicine
al least three years with some respectable
practitioner, and can produce satislactory evi-
dence of good moral character.” Thus. to prac.
tice medicine in the state’s largest lown, one
did not have o attend a medical schoaol.
though many did. In 1852 the standards were
raised. so thal in addition lo the exisling re-
quirements “the applicant shall produce evi-
dence that his preliminary education is at
least sufficient o entitle him o admission o
the sophomore elazs in the academical depart.
ment of our State University,”*" With the
payvment of a 310 fee any man who qualified
under these provisions could receive a license
to minister to the sick in Milwaukee. During
the vears 1819 10 1854 the epidemic that
plagued the city was nol onece menbioned in
the records of the Societv: the main concern
was the collection of dues and 83 fines for nol
al.h'lufjng annual mt‘vr'!ill,-_-:-:. Several of the
leading doctors seemed to be more interested
in land, timber. and politics than in their
profession. It can be concluded that the doctors
of Milwaukee and elsewhere in the state were

* Milwaukee County Medical Society Minute Book,
Wisconsin State Historical Society Manuscripts Sec.
tion, entries for Devember 2, 0L and November 9,
TR52, “‘Iilﬁmn = 'lu'|i|,|4||4-lnr| reports that only 1welve
of sixty physiciane in the western part of the sute
(Towa, Grant, and Lafayette Connties) were pradustes
ol medieal schoals at this time, “"i“im:l b Middleton
“Chnlers Epidemics of lowa Connty 'Wisconsin” in
the Wisconsin Medival Jowrnal, 370804 (Milwoukes,
1950,
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of little help in efforts 1o control the disease
and to treat cholera patients. But even had
they been well versed in the medical knowl-
H'ig_:‘ of their time, it s doubtful if llu'!f would
‘1L|.'l'1' J.!l't"" ur ITHH.'!I more .'!Hz-:islﬂl‘ll:‘f.

Late in 1848 the cholera which had been
brought from Germany aboard the two pre-
viously described immigrant ships, appeared
simultaneously in New York and New Orleans,
Thu next ,lg]r;ring it Hll]’l:‘ﬂi:l ﬁ'["ﬂlﬁ:l;l}' lia the in-
terior of the country. From New York it
spread to Philadelphia and other places on the
Atlantic coast; from New Orleans it spread
throwgzh the Mississippi Valley and waz car-
riedd to California by the fortyv-niners. Soon
it reached 51 Louis, then Cineinnati, and by
the beginning of July, Chicago. The Milwau-
kee Sertinel, under the exciting title, “Tele.
oraphic Sparks,” carefully reported the dis-
ease’s progress, City oflicials, vainly hoping 1o
escape an epidemic, took measures to reduce
the amount of cholera-producing  “miasma™
in the air ]1:,' Fi\.‘ing the r:ity a much-needed
cleaning, One thousand loads of dirt and filth
were carted away, and it was estimated that
there were 40000 more Toads in plain sight
which would cost $3.000 to remove. Sireets
were cleaned, dirty lots were declared nui-
saners, and ]l'p:ui action was taken if |mt|‘lii1g
was done to bring about abatement. Concern-
ing the mass clean-up Frank Flower wrote
that “A lucklezs cat or dog could not breathe
his last and be at rest five minutes ere twenty
citizens would tush breathless to the Hying
Board of Health and street :iI]S'I:IH"'tDI‘F-. A ﬁlim}'
puddle. a rotting stick, were pounced upon
ag the children of the terrible pestilence.”
Aldermen were aothorized 1o purchase lime
and use it in “noxious” places,®

The Board of Health which Flower men-
tioned was organized June 30, 1849, and was
made g of pi::.'.hi]t'im:ls, The ]tfgis-]ﬂii.'lr'q: ].Il:ll.l_"'
of Milwaukee, together with this Board, sel
up several strict rules 1o avert the plague.

* Flower, History of Miluwankee, 397, Many Wis-
consimn newspapers carvied ads of lime for sale during
the vholera vears, In both Madison and Milwankes
|imes wons :ua“all]q' 1 the |r|||r|i| Friee al 1'11..'|r;.'|' [rir
sprinkling on bad parts of steeets, lotz, or Glthy el
lars. The following notice appeared in the Daily
Argus and Democrat, Madison, July 29, 152 “The
YVillage Boord has ordered 8 large quantity of lime
which will b disteibuited o .'1E||||i.|'.||linn. for e ify-
il:g the streets,™
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The mayor was to charge cireuses a license of
not less than 35000 & day. and theatres 150,
A strict gquarantine of immigrants was enaeled
and physicianz were ordered under penalty
of 83 or thirty davs in jail to report every
case of cholera to the Board of Health, The
Board had absolute authority to abate all
NS nees,

During June, the Milwaukee papers found
that thev had a new type of public relations
on their hands. Notices in the Sentinel ap-
pean*d frHim‘nll}' under the title *No Cholera
Yet!™ The object was to assure the country
[olk that “we have as vet had no cases of
Cholera in Milwaukee:; and it is necessary 1o
make that assertion, for reporie are rife in
the country, of the ravages of the fell disease,
and if the press are silent, it ois said al oncee
that there is some concealment.”**

By the beginning of July the public was
uneasgy. Scores of people Hed cholera-infected
Chicago for Milwaukee, and immigrantz con-
tinwed 1o pour in, The Council passed an or-
dinance to crect a hathing hause on the lake
shore 2o that arriving immigrants could cleanse
themselves, While there had been some sick.
nezz in the city, the press insisted il was nol
cholera, Conceding that the law reguiring
cases of cholera to be reported to the Board
of Health was NECEsSATY, the Semtinel never-
theleas hﬂpml that nonge of l|'H' 1"LI}' |r|'|'_l.-'.~=i:'iun$
would be guilty of “such econtemptible con-
duct, as to report an agsravated case of
diarrhoea, or something else of thal sorl, as
Cholera, in order that they may gain a ficti-
lious noteriety for successful treatment of the
1|i.~=|'u.l=-|‘.1'" a Irir']-.: whir'h was nok .;'L]':nw: r|11_= T
:ﬂil}.‘ af the |JN+[|~.-'r-iu11 at the time, The main
point that the editor of the Sentinel wished to
make was that “nothing should be done to
create needless alarm and injure our trade with
the country,” The Sentinel advised. “Let our
citizens continue to use lime freely, our street
ir:s]:m-tnrﬁ to attend fﬂill‘lﬁt]l}' to their dubies,
anid the same sanitary measures be practiced
as heretofore, and we shall probahly be spared
from a visitation of this dreaded scourge.”*

The records of the Board of Health show
that it took cognizance of the first case of

“ Milwankes Sentinel, June 16, TH40.
D Frank, Wedical History of Mitwankee, 180 Nil-
wanker Sentrel, July 10, 1549,
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cholera on .]11|:r‘ 1. However, iis first [ul}:]ir
report came on July 17, In good journalistic
form, the editor of the Sentinel chose this day
to launch an attack on the Board. His charge
that it was “inoperative and inefficient™ re.
veals a rift in the medical profession of the
tirnee. The 1'}ulrp;1'. ||rnr'r|:1~:]1'|| in & milder tone:
“Now we are not alarmists, and do not desire
to do anvihing that would have an injurious
effect upon the business of the city, But we
cannot dizguize the fact that the cholera exists
here, and that many people endeavor to sup-
[rress its extent. For EVETY Case thus icr]:l from
the public. rumor will make ten. i our neigh-
bors find that we do not zive full and truthiul
reporls.” Then the editor arrived at the erox
of the matter, “Now, gentlemen, we propose
to tell vou the reason why cholera cases are
suppressed, Our eity physicians, as you know
are Homeopaths: hence the Allopaths®' feel
a reluctance to report to what they call ‘quacks’
—if the case was reversed; and the eity phy-
sicians were Allopaths, the Homeopaths would
probably pursue a similar course and assign
a ﬁEmi]ar TUASON, . . P Thr :*r]i[nr believed that
the solution was to remove all physicians from
the Board of Health and make it a cilizens'
hody. 2

O the next two months cholera raged in

Milwaukee, Even the anecdotes and short
.‘i.t"]"il"s_- i” I.]'“" ]ti‘.w:—:pnpr‘r:‘- I'.H'll'] [‘E:ull‘ru as I.l‘“.';f
themes. On August 3rd the Milwavkee Sen-
tinel summarized the progress of the epidemic
to that date, The number of cases up until
noon of Auguzt 2 was 104, with Torly-five
deaths, “The great majority of the cases
four-Alths, we should think, have been among
new comers: though a few residents have heen
attacked.” In comparison, Chicago had 434
cholera fatalities. but the epidemic had begun
eatlier there®”

By the beginning of August it was evidenl
that the rules adopted carlier in the season
were inoperative, The Sentinel charged that

*The former believed that discases were cored by
administering very small doses of drugs which, if
ghven in large doses to a healthy person, would pro-
duee symptoms  similar to these of the diseased
patient: the latter heliesed the exact opposite, and
used remedics which produced  symptoms differem
from those of the disense under treatment.

FMilwaukee Sentined, July 17, 15449,

* flad,, August 3. 1849,
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neither the -I"'Ill‘l"lI!;i that x'iﬁilrri [hi' :';I} nor I|11'
theatre had paid the required fees. A Dr,
Hoard was brouzght inte police court for nol
reporling a case of cholera as the law de
manded. Hoard was able 1o escape the hine
or imprisonment by resting his defense on the
technicality that his patient waz afflicted with
“Cholera Morbus,” and not #Asiatie Cholera,”
Justive Walworth claimed that the rule ve-
quiring physicians to report every case of
cholera to the Board of Health would have
to be reworded if it was to be enforeed, Ac.
vording to Frank Flower, the system of han-
dling immigrants also hroke down. If cholera
broke out in the LlllH.l"El.rlﬁl'lE hui]{ling& which
held az many as 125 at a time, there waz no
other choice but 10 release the healthy immi-
grants or they would perish. There was neither
adequate housing nor personnel to make the
quaranline work. By this time there was a
|}1'u".'i5i'u:|r| that the im]ig{mL sick should have
medical care at public expense. An ordinance
was passed “providing that any regular phy-
sician in the city should be paid by the cily
for attendance on the poor, including those in
the Alms House, but not more than $150 could
be allowed these physicians for each quarler
of the fiscal year.™®

Because of the nation-wide plague, Presidem
Tavlor set aside the first Friday in August as
a day of “fasting, humiliation and praver.”
during a senson when the “PROVIDENCE
OF GOD has manifested in the visitation of
a fearful pestilence” which spread ils ravages
throughout the land. The Sentne! reported
after the “National Fast™ that it wasz generally
Uh.“?l"'n“"[] ili :‘II[IH-'I"]k"I", “11!]{"' {::]TII“"!'H'S were
all opened for service, morning. noon amd
evening, and the attendance was large. Our
merchanls and business men, with searce an

T Milwaukee Semtinel, Julv 25, 1849 Flower, His-
tory aof Milwarkee, 397-308. Rules established eaely
in the summer of 1049 stipulated that & health officer
inspect all immigrants landing at the Milwaukee piers,
The city had & quarantine building, but in July of
1854 the authorities tnok over the government Laild-
ings at the harbor to be nsed as additional apace to
henee sick immigrants, Ses the .Tli]}' 13, 1854 issue of
the Milwankee Senefnel, Al in all, the attempts to in-
spect immigrants and to quarantine those spspecied
of varrying cholern were not successful. The regula-
tions were simply not enforced, Except for the fears
whirh kept peaple from cholers-infected homes, there
seems to have been no attempt o gquarantine cholera
patients in Wisconsin other than at Milwaukee,
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exception, closed their stores and offices, and
abstained [rom secolar |rt'4'll!|i1l'u:h.~=. Our viti-
sens ol all denominations united cordially, and,
we doulit not, sincerely, in the due observance
of the dav.”* It is entirely possible that the
VETY hrjnging af these pqﬂ::plr [u;_'ji.‘l.ilt*l' COlL-
triflu[ﬂl 1oy the violent outhreak that was soon
lo come.

By August 14 fatalities beeame more nu
merous, A summary for the previous four
days revealed that there were twenty-nine
cases and l':i;,fl'ltl,“l‘l‘l deaths, “frm"]lr ol these in one
party of German qrrnig:'u nte who landed here
last week, and were crowded into one or two
small rooms in a building on West Water
Street.” The City Marshal cleared the house
and separated the inmates but “the poizon had
already seized wpon them, and nine of the
party died.”

In general the Milwaukee papers uzed the
immigrants as seapegoats. Quarters in which
immigrants often crowded were viewed with
suspicion. The Board of Health strongly con
demnped “the practice of certain persens, in
filling their houses to their ulmost capacity
with newly arrived immigrants and their hag.
gage, hefore their 1'|ﬂthiu|£ has heen washed
and ventilated—ezpecially at such a time as
thiz—as the Cholera is . . . sure to commence
it= ravages,” When the Board leared of over-
crowded hotels or homes it prD('FFﬂFI'] to dis-
perse the inhabitants. Even crowded boarding
houzes were invaded and the tenants L{iﬁ;h’l‘?«t‘d.
“the proprietorz themaelves being ready to ad-
mit that in such an emergency the most ex.
treme measures were justifiable, ™™ ;

Deseribing the immigrant: Flower wrote
that they “came up in boats by scores, landing
at the Huron, Detroit and Erie streel piers,
Reduced in bodily strength and often sadly
seanl of means, they were fit subjectz for the
ravages of the disease. Wandering around. as
thev did, in search of lodging and food, these
poor unfortunates became dangerous hearers
of the plague, and were looked upon with
loathing.”*" Without a doubt the immigrants
were often carriers of the disease, but in all

* The text of the proclamation appeared in the Ao
et 1, 1849, jesne of the Milwoukee Senpinel: hid,,
Angust 6, TR,

= 1hid,, August 14, 1849: Flower, History of Mil-
weekee, 401,

= Thiul., 398,
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fairness the relugecing Chicagoans should also
have been suspected,

Throughout the remainder of August cholera
{'UHI.II"L“'(J Lax ru;u', :!"n‘li]li:‘-l'i']ll lrr Lhi_‘ IIlHFIH'h
of the middle ages, rough carls, somelimes con-
taining four or five corpses at once, rumbled
through the streets 1o the Poor House burying
grounds “w hile the remains of many in betler
circumstances were borne along to other rest-
ing places more gently in appropriate ve
TTH PO

In this. as in all of the epidemics between
1819 and 1855, dizpozal of the hodies of
cholera victims presented a real problem. In
Milwaukee a group of men working under the
City Marshal was hired expressly for the
purpose. One of the Sisters of Charity e
called that they were rough men who recked
with the smell of aleohol and who prided
themselves on their strength 1o resist cholera,
Their j[:lr was Lo |r1'r']i up hodies, frut them in
rude carts. and haul them to the cemetery
where on one morning the City Marshal
eounted eighteen bodies awaiting burial, Often
there were no church funerals, Al Muskego,
where whole families sometimes socenmbed
to the disease, funerals were not possible,
“The dead were wrapped in white garments,
jrut i ul‘tlil]ﬂt‘}" boxes, driven al n'L:_fhl }_l:.' ax
teams to the churchyard and buried in sand
trenches.” John L, Dwer, a Methodist Epis-
copal itinerant, wrole that the people thought
badies could not be disposed of soon enough
after death. “and it was doubtful if some were
not buried alive””  He n*|m1'!.rt| that when
an entire family died of cholera at Wiota, the
neighhors got together and “burnt the house
with the bodies in i1,

Milwaukee papers carried accounts of trav-
elers who died while visiting the city. Notices
of their deaths were accompanied by orders
for the appropriate exchanges 1o reprint them
so that relatives and friends could be informed.
One such account. {rom the Milwankee Sen-
tinel of July 30, 1849, reads, “The death re-
E'lll-l'll'll }'r.r\l:rrrlaj.' proves lin he n man h}' thee
name of Charles Camphbell. late from Canada,

* Flower, History of Milwankee, 399

T Albert O. Barton, “Muskego: The Most Historical
Norwegian Colony,” in the Wisconsin Magazine of
History, 21:132 (Madison, 19370 ; John L. Dver, The
Snatc-Shee Ttinerant (Cincinnani, 18901, 53,

212

SIRING, 1900)

a Scotchman by birth, about 50 vears of age,
He stated, before his death, that he had a
wile in Canada, a son at Toronto; also one in
S Lowis. and one or two more in Cineinnali,
Toronto, Cineinnati, and 5t Louis papers,
please copv.” In the confusion it inevitably
happened that persons who were very much
alive were reported to be dead. The Galen
Jeflersonian carried a slory lo the effect that
“*John Kl:‘nt'll_'l.'.. {known in the Mines as
‘Kentuek,”) died of Cholera. in Galena, a few
days since.” Several daysz later the Granr
County Herald carried this notice: “Kentuck
savs he =0t dead nor ha'nt been™®

On August 51, 1849, the Milwaukee Sentinel
printed the statistics of mortality for the past
seazon.  Actually, cholera claimed a few vie-
tims after thiz date, but it iz likely that the
editor wished to creale an illusion of fnalily
so that the country folk would think it safe 10
come into the city to do their trading. The
published report enumerated 200 cases ol
cholera, of which 105 proved fatal. The week
of the greatest number was that ending August
15 in which there were 41 cases and 23
fatalities, The Sentined concluded s report
with the refrain. “The disease ha: been con-
fined mostly to certain localities, and almosi
exclusively 1o the newly arrived emigrants.
Nearly one-hall of the fatal cases were among
newly arrived emigrants or unacclimated per-
SMNE, H.l'l.{! many ni I.I]t: '.'”.]'ifl' Ca=es are trﬂ.{‘fll
directly to some gross imprudence in article
of diet, drink. &.” However. the day-by-day
reports of the Board of Health do not bear
this out. There were cholera fatalities in all
wards of the city, and in the reporis that give
names and addresses of victims, many more
natives than immigrants are lsted,

HE epidemic of 1850 closed in on Milwau-

kee in much the same manner as that of the
previous year, but it came earlier, lasted
Ir,-ng_g-r. and was more severe. The wish of the
Spnﬁnef hl*rﬂmr r:*ﬂlil}g and the Board of
Health was reconstituted a= a salaried body
whose four lay members received an aggregale
compensation of $500. The reasoning behind
thiz rearrangement was probably that it was
easier lo color the reports of the Board if it

2 uoted in Milwaukee Sentinel, July 27, 1849,
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was made up of citizens, especially if they were
business men, At any rate the reports issued
during 1850 are not as complete as those of
1849, Many of the 1849 reports reveal the
identity of the victims, whether they were im.
migranls or natives, and often gave their age,
but reports of 1850 give only statistivs. Later
in the zeason the Sentinel was foreed 1o admil
that the reports were inaceurate,

Concerning  the epidemic of 1850, Louis
Frank in his Medica! H:‘.s.lﬂr_*,‘ ﬂ_f Milwaukee
wrote: “The first caze broke out in the begin-
ning of July, on Broadway. For three months
gimilar scenes as the year previous were en-
acted, men, women and children falling and
dying in the streets, patients deserted by fam-
ily and friends, corpses piled into rough
wagons and buried in ditches in pavuper
ground. Spectators of these sights one day
would fall victims the next.”*

It was not until late Awgust that the epi.
demic reached its peak. The August 26 report
of the Board of Health listed more deaths in a
short period than either of the last two zea-
zons, “The Board of Health met at the Couneil
Room at the vzual hour to-day, and report 20
deaths from Cholera within the last 48 hours,
to wit:—1 in the 1st Ward, 4 in the 2nd Ward,
6 in the 3d Ward. 2 in the 4th Ward, and 7 in
the 5th Ward.”™ The fact that the fatalities
were spread over the cily indicates that they
did not oceur solely among closely cramped,
“loathsome™ immigrants.

During the same month the Chicago jour-
nalists charged Milwaukee with falsifying its
cholera reporls so as not o disturh the com.
merce of the city. From August 15 to the
month’s end Milwavkee suffered more severely
than ever before, the Board of Health report-
ing an average of seven deaths a day. Mean-
while the Chicago press became suspicious
because the reports stopped carrying the num-
ber of new cases and :aimp]:r‘ stated the dni]:.-'
nll.'il'lﬂlil_'}’. Lnder the hezliling, *readiul Mor-
talitv in Milwaukee,” the Chicagoe Democrat of
Mondav, August 27, informed itz readers that
“several despatches”™ from Milwaokee of the
previous Saturday reported 1009 burials in the
city on Friday and Saturday. The Chicage
Tr];!.lﬂﬂ'r' |:J|rrii'fi Ill:“' BRI ri‘purl ul:lrll'r 1}“'

M Frank, Wedical History of Milweaikee, 181,
# Milwaukee Sentine!, August 27, 1850,
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heading, “Terrible Mortality.” The dispatehes
attributed the startling mortality to “bilious
dysentry,” but both the Democrat and the
Tribune su-;-pg'{‘.lwl that the real cause was chol-
era. This led to a series of charges and coun-
tercharges between the Milwaukee and
Chicago papers which seem irrelevant and un-
important today but which in their selling
were very important. The early 1850°s were
years of railroad construction, canal building,
and layving of plank roads. Any factor that
might serve to tip the halance to Chicago in the
race to become the *Queen City of the West”
was viewed with alarm by Milwaukeeans.
Therefore it was all important that Milwaukee
defend hersell against reports of “Dreadful
Mortality,”

The Sentinel countercharged. “Had we Tol-
lowed the course taken by our Chicago [riends,
and published the “rumors’ that reached wvs
from day to day in relation to sickness there,
instead of simply copying the oflicial reports
of their Board of Health, we should have
treated our readers to a daily dish of very
much such stories as the Democrat and Trib-
une served up o their readers on Monday.”
The Sensinel gave ground, however, and ad-
mitted that “in addition to the deaths reported
h}' the Board of Health, there have undoubt
edly been many others, from cholera, and
others from the disease incident 1o the sea-
gon. ... By the latter the Sentinel more than
likely meant malaria: however it would not
admit that mortality reached anything like the
numbers reported by the Chicago press. Ae-
i'rjnﬁng 1o Frank Flower, Timothy (Y Brien
who was City Marshal and also chairman of
the Board of Health during 1850, told tales
years later. that “really over-step the “fabrica-
tions' of any press,”” The Chicago Argus joined
the attack by stating that on Thursday, Au-
gust 22, the sexton of Milwaukee recorded 59
interments ; “on Fl'il'lﬂ:.-', 23d. 47: on Saturday,
21, 62, Total for three days, 168" The Senti-
nel zloughed this off as “another specimen of
thizs Chicago Bopus.""" Very likely the mortal.
ily was nol as high as claimed by the Chicago
pres< nor as low as reported by the Board of
Health and the Milwaukee Sentinel,

*Puoted in Milwaukee Sentinel. Augnst 208, 1650,
W Mhid,. Auguost 28, 1850: Flower, History of Mil-
wimkee, 39 Milwaukee Sentinel, August 31, 1850,
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12 1856, shows the congestion ahoard an

emigrane ship departing for the United States.

15 force in Ml
wikee by the middle of September. having
|:'|-I|'-:| Fl]”'. two weeks |||-||;|'|' !hi]r] l;|'|al1 nd' Ihl'

The 1850 epidemic spent i

previous vear and having taken more lives
The Milwaukee papers learned from the expe.
rience of the previous vear that it was not wise
to print a recapitulation of cholera mortality,
for it would be picked up by the exchange
papers [hj'l-ll_uhu!li the « ountry. Frank Flower
stated that the Board of Health “took cogni-
zanee of fully 3000 deaths . - . and it is doubtless
true thal nearly as many more cscaped the
record, the bodies being buried secretly,”™
[HS1. 1852, and
chalera was severe clsewhere in the state bt
Mil-

WETE

During the years [hos

l‘ll?l."-' nol =eem 1o |L-Sl'~|' |:||"=']I SETIOUE 1N

l.1.._|,|||_-u'|. N of ”l':lilll
isaued but from time to Ume the Sentined had

|;-|i11'|| r'q"|||!ll'|.-
to defend Milwaukee against “false reports.”
“Travelers from the north zay that reports are

this mor

i, 1l

* Flower, History of Molwauk
tality rate is projected on g vearly pives the
startling rate of 1,490 deaths in o city of 15,000,
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prevalent there that the cholera 15 raging ter-
ribly in this citv, and deaths occurring at the
rate of 40 ar 50 a dav, They are all lies, with-
ol Lhe shadow of a foundation. Milwaukee has
never been healthier, We know of but one case
of Cholera thiz seazon. and that was the case
of a man landed here from a boal. sick,
manth sinee, and who died at the Hospatal,

i |

il'|:'l.ll|."'l.| that there were -||1|_1. a few
1l

|'.||J'|'I'!'r
cases in Milwaukee in 1851, 18
In 1854 there were several violent outhreaks

. and 1853

of cholera in Milwankee, but since the Board
of Health published no reports it iz difficult to
know just how serious the epidemic was, The
Sentinel of August 25, 1851, reported an out-
break of cholera in the I'Ell:‘-. jail. |"|!-|'1‘_.'-I'-'-H
MEl wWere ll'fl'.-.-:lt'l‘l ill-!ll a -.||.'|J_-|,- '.'.]II"I'l' 1|Il"|'l'
was only room for twenly. Sickness broke out
anil
who was zerving time for

and two men died. a larcenist a man

named  Stefhnger
|-:||'|h|-'r|_u a hrnl_l. al the [HMOT |||-|r.-|, The j.'rl-ll'r'

*ANilwaukes Sendiie!
History of Milwaakee, 401,

Augus=t 21, 18531: Flower
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turned lopse filteen men before their terms
expired and took some of the sick men 1o the
jury rooms of the court house. Later. several
others of the inmates died. Another record of
a violent outhreak in 1851 is found in a letter
I'rnrn a {:i-l'rm.un 1||;,:w|'lr_|r,| Carl Feld. =1 was
valled to treat a young child in a loghouse . . .
[near Milwaukee] in which there was also a
cholera patient, The following morning instead
of one cholera case there were four, all vigor-
ous men; these four were followed by three
men, =o that within a few days seven persons
died in the honse of the plague.” According
to D, Louis Frank, 1851 was the last year in
which a cholera epidemic oceurred in Mil-
wankee. "

HERE will be no attempt here to give a

}'I:‘ﬂr"r'l':i"!r'ﬁ".ﬁ'r iLr'l,'uunl. "!‘ 1'}“]'{"’& 'Lr! Glht"l'
Wisconsin owns and 'l.i“u,ﬂ_-t'b L||J.1"u'|g the Plri-
demie years 1849 1o 1854, though for many
this would be possible. However, a few of the
more striking incidents, and a number of the
different ways of handling the problem of
cholera will be brought into foeus,

In the towns and ti“ugi‘ﬁ alang Lake Michi-
can anid in thoze in the eastern part of the state
the progress of cholera was quite similar to
what it was in Milwaukee and brought with it
the: same problems, but on a smaller scale. In
Kenosha, Michael Frank who served as Poor-
master and chiel of the Board of Health during
the summer of 1850, recorded the cholera
fatalities of that city in his diary.** His entry
of August 20, reads, “Cholera seems to have
disappeared. The actual number of cases . . .
this season has been about 32 fatal.™*

Among the Norwegian setllers of Muskegao,
cholers was  particularly  devastating.  John
Wolee stated that 1849 was the worst summer
he experienced in his life: “By this time there

e, Felds letter is Tound in Frank, Medical His-
fory of Milwavkee, 30: ihid., 1B1-182. There were
cholera epidemics elsewhere in the United States in
1866, 1867, and 1875,

® The larger Wisconsin towns including Milwankes,
Madison, Mineral Point, Rociee, and Kenosha Dol
bawrde 6l health, and very likely some of the other
towns and villages had them aleo, Some communities
beld mass meetings to consider health problems, See
Fiseonsin Tribune, July 12, 1850,

“Michael Frank, “Diary,” August 26, 1850, in State
Historical Seciety of Wisconsin Manuscripts Section.
Alsn see ".-1|.1l1.|:|.|1j1'r|.¢l';1|r|"|}' ol Michael Fmrlk,h in the
Fiscomsin Megazine of Histore, H00AT0 1 June, 189175,
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were a greal number of our people in Muskego.
When the epidemic cholers struck our settle-
mient, there were al one lme, only seven fam-
ilies, all well, =0 that they could met away to
help their neighbors, From three to four per-
RS [Jil'i‘l l‘\-l‘r}' I'I{.I}. H]l"!" T'l.'l‘i[ﬂ Ll'l'“i ﬂl}'."'vl:”
had all we could do. to carry the dead out of
the houses and haul them to the grave with our
oxen. while others dug the graves, No cere-
mony took place, and there were no glittering
colling with silver knobs and handles. We
simply rolled a white sheet around the dead,
”I”-'Fﬂ.‘ehl:'ll ullr] 1]“5!]]3‘. |"I:].: !Irlll I.I‘"‘!'I Wi EJI"T'“[{
him or her into a rough board box, unplaned
and unpainted, and havled them to a spot se.
lected for a graveyard, called “the Indian hill’
(Indichaugen | ; there we laid them to rest.
It was the best we could do, God knows, We
cared for them best we could., while liv-
ing, but when dead. they did nol need more
care.”  Bevause of the severe malaria and
cholera epidemics at Muskego it became known
as the “region of death.” and those that were
spared generally went to other settlements, "

No doubt most of the III]!.-‘Hii'i.L!I‘I:—i of =auth-
eastern Wisconsin were as busy as Thomas
Steel. an Englishman who lived on a emall
farm near Waukesha, Dr. Steel wrote his
father back in London in the fall of 1850;
“There has been a good deal of sickness this
last six weeks, in fact a greal deal more busi-
ness than | could attend to, though had it not
heen For the great distances hetween the par.
ties 1 could easily have attended to all—proh.
ably aflter riding 30 miles. no bad days work,
I had only been able to visit five or six pa-
tients.” Steel hoped he would get paid for some
of his trouble, “bul we have now in this local-
ity at least had three years of bad harvests so
that the means of paying doctors or any one
else s of course very small.”™

{:}"Jll.'ril HIH” Fl“'\'lﬂ.;ll"d nﬂrlh ﬂl:. r\fi]“'ﬂukf‘f".
In the village of Twin Rivers, for example,

" Rasmus B. Anderson, The First Chaprer of Noe
wegion fmmigration | Madison, 186, 321. For an
aocount of the severity of malaria- at Muskege see
Peter T. Haratad, “Ricknees and Msease on the Wis.
ronsin Frontier: Malaria, THM-185007 in the Fiseon-
sin Magazine of History. 43:89-90 ( Winter, 1950
Tl b .

"D, Thomas Steel o Father, October 8, 1850, in
the Steel Papers, State Historical Society of Wisoon-
sin Iﬁ!m:uﬁ:-r[Im- Section, Steel often took poods or
EETVIneS ns pavment,
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during the first weeks of August, 1850, there
were thirteen deaths from cholera, “*One Amer-
ii T I" rene E”'IH! n. I hn'l‘ ' Jll"l'rl]"rlﬁ., an ld
vight Indians. It first broke out among the
latter,” according to a correspondent of the
Sheloygan Democrat

The Wisconsin pineries seem to have escaped
the dizease. In the first place there were Tew
men in the pineries during the cholera months,
and in the second place those who were there
were fairly well i=olated. lIsaac Stephenson,
who acted az doctor to the men in hiz lumber
camps, reported thal sickness was rare among
the lumbermen; the most serious problem was
wounds inflicted from glancing axes as the
men worked with frozen timber,*

In northeastern Wisconsin cholera was rav-
enouz among the Helgian immigrants of Brown,
Kewaunee, and Door counties. In addition 1o
eceonomic hardship, aceording to Xavier Mar-
tin, the Belgians met a worse [ate: cholera
attacked nearly every family. “Not a few {am-
ilies lost as imany s five of their members in
a single week : most of them were buried on
their own land, and in great haste,” There were
15,000 Belgians in these three counties by
1855, but when the cholera news reached the
I'atherland, according to Martin, immigration
was checked, “and for the next five years very
few families came over.”™7

Nor did the inhabitantz of central Wiscon.
sin escape cholera. The newspapers of Water.
town, Madison, Beloa, and the smaller villages
all carried cholera reports, especially in the
vears 1819, 1850, and 185). Since there was
a steady stream of German immigrants 1o Wa-
tertown, it was rarely free from the malady
during July and Avgust of these vears,

Sanitary conditions in the mining commu-
nities of western Wisconsin made them SUECEp-
tible to cholera. ln a letter dated September

7. 18149, a resident of Mineral Point revealed
that although his own Family was healthy *“We
have had the cholera in this village for the last
two or three months and perhaps some thirty
or more have died with it. There were Tour or

Larpes

M ilwonkee Sentinel, August 24, 1850,

* lsaac Stephenson, Recollections of a Long Life,
18201215 (Chicago, 19151, 130

¥ Xavier Martin, “The Belgians of Northeaszt Wis
congin in Wiscomsin State Historical Society Cols
lections, 13:379-380 ( Madizon, 1895),
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five deaths from it, T think, last week. We have
had it here so long that it has almost eeased to
be a subject of conversation or alarm.™* In
[ 549 several public meetings were held in Min-
eral Poinl on Lhe HJEIjH'I il |'|1'4Lr:i|tg the lown
o make it less susceptible 1o cholera, and in
1850 a Board of Health was formed.

In the lead region, the epidemic of 1850 was
more devastating than that of 1849, Tt was in
July, 1850, that the plague-ridden village of
Wingville was abandoned by its surviving in-
habitants who fled 1o Franklin and Dyasdzeveillie
where aubsequently the cholera beoke out
dreadfully. The Wisconsin Tribune of July 26
reported the deaths at Franklin o number
about fifty, “a great mortality for a place the
size of Franklin.” Later estimates ran as high
as sixly-nine. Vielims in Galena on two days,
the 19th and 20th of August. numbered fifty
persons, Ot of a population of 7,00, one in
t:"r'rr}' }lundl':‘r! I'lH.ﬁ !“1'” r"""“'t'il Loy !Ii:‘" Erave
within a week,” reported the Galene Jefferson.
ian." There were many cholera deaths in the
lead region in both July and August. The
Green County Union, for example, furnizhed a
list of twentv-two persons who died of cholers
at the *“New ]:Ii;_:giu;:s."?"’

During 1851 and 1852 Mineral Point was
troubled with “false rumors” of cholera; ac-
tually the disease was present in the village,
but its toll did oot reach the proportions of
1850 there or elsewhere in the lead region, In
1851 there were a few violent outbreaks of
cholera in places other than Milwaukee, such
as at Lamar's Stage Station, a few miles wesl
of Shullsburg, where “Mrs, Lamar and four
children, two servant girls, two stoge drivers,
the bar keeper, and a man emploved in mukinf:
1Umﬂ'§. ..l” fll'_,l,{ ﬂ‘ {]'I.I::I]I'ru “'Ill'lll'l Fﬂl]]’ {!l!\"!

It would be impossible to estimate the num.
ber of deaths from cholera in Wisconsin dur-
ing the years 1849 1o 1851, In many cases
mewspapers reporbed e [atalities, but teere
iz good reason to believe that scores of deaths
were nol ri*pnrle{l. At this time, the state had
4T ."13-':‘1"1‘“1 of vital :'-1uliﬁlil'z-'; in fact, one of the

* Quoted in Middleton, “Cholera Epidemics of lowa
County Wisconsin,” #95.
* Quoted in Prairie Do Chien Poteiot, September
1850,
= Milwonkes Sentinel, August 24, 18510,
" Mineral Poine Tribune, August 2, 1854,

1
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main DICI_i['l'liu‘:-‘- of the Medical Hﬂl'iul}-‘ in 1]1:*
mid-1850Fs was provision for the registration
of births, marriages, and deaths, Il is certain
however. that cholera deaths numbered in the
thousands,

Although the cholera vears were a period of
much immigration 1o Wisconsin, they were
also a period of emigration, especially [rom
the szouthwestern countries. After 1819 the
“California fever” exerted a strong pull on the
lead miners whoze labors were becoming in-
creasingly unprofitable while their skills—or so
thE ¢ believed—would make them rich in the
gu]d fields of California. Among the adventur-
ers who treked their way across the continent
there was consideralde mortality, with cholera
being the main killer, The deaths of many Wis-
consin men, including that of William 5. Ham-
ilton {son of Alexander Hamilton}, were an-
J‘lCILIIIl?‘JE‘vll i!] “’r]l"\l'“rlhln nl"“'.‘q-]:“lpl,']'ﬁ, A P!Htt‘i"l"
doctor, James Claibourne Campbell. aug-
mented his income by putting up little pack-
ages of “California Medicine,”™

EDICAL knowledge of the mid-nineteenth
century was of Little value in the preven-
tion and treatment of cholera. Preventive ad-
viee usnally consisted of the admonition: eat
maderately, don’t over work, and don’t be-
come frightened, “Cholera Advice” appeared
in all Wisconsin newspapers prior to the arri-
val of the disease™
Dietary carve was deemed especially impor.
tant. Fresh vegetables were frequently believed
to be the cause of cholera, One contemporary
doctor was suspicious of “indigestible vege-
tables, ardent spirits, beer, ale, and wine; pork,
lobsters, and erabs; green corn, clams, and
oyslers; walermelons, cuvumbers, strawberries,
peaches, and pears: cabbage and greens;
cheese . . ." and a few other foods. Uceasion.
ally the Milwaukee Board of Health cautioned
p:mlrlr ::gainst "‘I.I!" :1::1.-'.l|tnpti:|m of :-'[:E'{'EI]L'
foods. On August 20, 1849, the Board warned
against the uze of green vegetables, “vspecially
green corn, cabbage and cucumbers, as some
of the recent cazes are directly traceable 1o

" . James Claibourne Campbell. “Journal” in
State Historical Society of Wisconsin Manuseripts
Sﬂ't:ion, 1~|'|I:|'3.I fior ."L||'|"t| 1.'{.. “‘L:!E.

= Por 1':|m1'||ph-'u al “Cholera Advies™
Senrined, July 17, 24, 1849,

see Milwankes
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such improdence.”” Some dietary measures
were reportedly beneficial even after a person
contracted a case of cholera, For the “Best
Cholera Medicine Known.” one  paper in-
structed its readers 1o “Parch half a pint of
rice until it is brown; then boil it as rice is
vsually done. Eat slowly, and it will stop the
most alarming case of diarrhoea,”™

Aleohol was viewed a2 both a preventive and
a cure, though in an age of a strong temper-
ance movement there were divergent views on
the matter, 4 Nelping Hand, a curious volume
by Lyman C. Draper and William A, Crofful,
i!“"ll“ll'.‘i El]lﬂlﬂ. a4 I:llﬁ'-‘“"rl ri'nll‘[ii{:ﬁ J-lll!‘ l"|1ﬂ|t":r'il..
the main illpl‘ﬂlirllls ol most lrl-il]p’ *Hest
French brandy, one pint,” “Old cognae,” rum,
and the like. The concluding directions for one
such cure are, “I the medicine thus adminis-
tered promote signs of intoxication, this iz 1o
be regarded as= a favorable sign of recov.
ery. .. . " Apparently,
press. some of the boys in Lancaster, Granl
County, carried their medications to extremes,
“Thus far we have eacaped the Cholera, bhut
Il"'ﬂ-' [l][“'il IH‘"H{‘T CETE W Elﬂp‘" [11] i[ mien are
allowed to lav around our streets, perfectly
salurated with whiskey [?] If men who do
not live in town believe whiskey o be a pre-
ventive, we do not object, but let them get
their medicine and go home and uwse it. One
intoxicated man, by exposure, mizhl bring
disease upon a whole community.” An ex-
change item in the Milwaukee Sentinel esti-
mated that “the practice of drinking brandy,
during the past seasons of Cholera, made more
drunkards than would have been produced in
ten vears of health, . . " I...!I'I{Illllll-lt'll]}-' the
epidemics raised havor among the converts of
Father Matthew, a popular leader of the tem-
perance movement,*®

Perhaps the following popular  verse
Aected the spirit of the cholera years:

.'u':‘vrn'ﬂi:u;_r 1o the local

T

Now fill your glasses o the brim,
And drink with steady eves,
Here's to those already dead
And here's to .I‘.ﬁf next rrf:u rfr'.-,'sf

* Pickard and Buley, The Midwes: Piloneer, 28;
Milwaukee Sentinel, .r"l.l.l.g..u--l 21, !!‘l-—'l-':" Mudizson [aily
-Irmﬂ and Democrat, July 31,

" Lyman C. Draper and "Elﬂiam A, Croffut, 4
H'FF,rlm.i: Hand (Cincinnati, 18700, 727 Grant County
Herald, quoted in Milwaukee Sentinel, July 25, 1850;
iliidd,; Julv 1, 1854,
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\H'\'[ ﬁl-”“”l-\l“"' -!|I1il.'k|:l. .;|:|,'|i||:-.:|-|] %]

cholera and so added another dizense to Lhe
list of ailment: which they “i fallibly cored.”
Dr. Townsend's H.I|=-:=.||;Ili|!|:| wis |:-|':'h;|||- Lhes
most thoroughly advertized patent medicine
) filties, Jr.ll
there was 4 furious war I'.I;_'-lru hetween the
“Old Doctor”™ and the “Youne Doctor™ as to
which waz the f_”.'ll1li:'||' -i.l:l'l.l.:l'\:«'.'!ll'l-;\- :‘\.|,"-.':1F|.;:-

during the late Torties and early

rilla, New medicines ;|!:~|::~|'I':ar|: into existence
to take .l1|'|!=|‘|r:1_::' of a new situation. There
wis an “Anti Cholera Syrup™ agent in Mil-

A

that a Chicago

wankee |" fore the disease arrived. T WS-

paper advertisement stated
Iim'lur 'IJ-l'il I|tr' -u:l.[u|| ;|:||| ir:-‘l -||||:l. Ihtl'i.' LR
out of a hundred, “This remedy mav be had
at one dollar per bottle at the United States
hotel., . . . Those whe are not able to procure
the H'Ilid'l.l_'. will he treated :-_lr;;luélu:j_-;_“
There was o more ingenions way of making
money off the cholera seare. Prompted by
“pure philanmthropy,”™ an agent appeared in
Milwaukee in 1854

Thizs gimmick was hased on the con-

selling “cholera condue-
Il.lr-i.u
ventional |||r'urfn that cholera was caused 'r-:.
“impuritics in the air, which affect the human
frame.”
of a Prussian physician who

The agent appealed to the authority
“proved the [riis-
sibility of attracting these impurities by chemi-
cally ]H'-'[IJ!TI'IJ metal. {which il worn ahou
the person. acls against them in a similar
manner as a lightning condoctor does against
lightning.} by receiving the impurities of the
atmosphere, and thereby protecting the human
from The
agent backed up his product with highly suc-

body their injurionz  influence.™

cessful elaims of its use in Furope, charged
e for vach -:llll-!l’.ll'l-!l!'_ and 1||'-"|-[||-:'r| ey
orderz accompanied by payment.®”

A farmer in lowa Counly advocated steams
patients, his probakhly
being the fact that a cholera sufferer’s skin
felt like “a cold, wet hide,”
authority, this

ing  cholera TEQS0TL

Aecording to one
losal

I”“'||I|Ht Eililll'l! SO

repule.”™

“tll::— believed ||:. the medi al '|||'||[|'_-_=i|;|| 1]
have value in the treatment of cholera were:
calomel (mercury |, laudanum (opium), mor.

“ Milwaukee Sentin 11, 1849,
= oibied., Iuly 13, i
" Middleton, “Cholera Epidemics of Towa Caunty

Wizcongin,™ #06,

ef. July

A l
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phine, turpentine, and sulphur, The object of
their uze was “ho restore the vital functions ol
afs allen --'1.I.J. JI ]-ITIF‘I

there was much excitement aboutl the s

thi Illlll_'.." qs the doct
(1] )
sulphur as a cholera cure. Tt was supposed by

determined that “cholera never prevailed in

the vicinity of sulphu springs, or in stuations
where this zubstance -Il"lln.llil.'\-. henee the con
clusion thai -=I|f|-|||||' might be and |.|..|:|1-|-|1.

The editor of

was the antidote for cholera.”

Society's Ieonographic Collestion

dir, Dandel Dirake

frovm a porreadt

BN 5.

the
hf.'.'l

Narih It eafern 1|r-"l'.|r.'.r'q.'l aned H._l.u_r;;.".-.-,-," I|r|--,|rr-
I
gested that “a combination of powdered char-
coal, one part to four of sulphur.” made the

was convineed of its value. Wil S[E

I'P'IIII:'IZ{_‘- more eflicient. However. the editor of
the I ESCOIMELN Hl'n’q"ri? 1-\.5||||-'|{ avainst the s
of such powerlul medicines as= preventives,
2aving that it was as absurd as to “blow vour
nose with gunpowder. for fear of a zencral
conflagration,”

Lancastes
rast to

May 31,

mbwer 26,
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Orthodox doctors reserled 1o bleeding as
the primary  treatment of cholera  patients,
Even Daniel Drake, despite the modernity of
his views regarding the animaleulae theory of
cholera’s ur],t_uu resoried 1o this old standby.
Writing in the Western Journal he said.
“To Meed a patient who canmot be raised
from his pillow withoul fainting, whose pulse
is IIFHT!}' in]lu'ri'rlrtilﬂr. whose skin is cold.
and extremilies shrunk up o hali their ordi-
nary size, would at first view, seem rash and
unwarrantable,” he wrote in the Western Jour-
nal. “Bul experience, which in medicine can
grant warranis for any procedure, has sanc-
tioned the uze of the lancet even when all other
aymploms of extreme ]}I'l:!!-'-l.I'lt‘lIH.lI!L are pres-
ent, ... ™

Bleeding was justified by the Cholere Bea-
con on the grounds that cholera was cawsed
by polluted air. The object then. was o
diminish the circulating blood =0 that the
heart could with greater facility move a blood
supply 1o the 1Imn=-|ng nr,f_'..ln-—lun;.a liver,
amd kidnevs, “The principle iz plain,™ ex-
plained the fegcon. “By diminishing the body
to be moved the relative power of the mover
It is apparent. then that bleed-
ing is necessarv, . .. It is troe the aged and
infirm, the debilitated emigrant will nol bear
—neither do they require =0 large bleedings
as patients of an opposite deseription. But the
principle . is the same, which should hbe
borne in mind and abstract such a quantity
a2 will enable us 1o excite a more vigorous
action of the heart . . . and thuz the congested
vessels will be unloaded.”"t One wonders if
this entire theory was rationalized in order to
justily “seientifically™ the time-honored prae
tice of bleeding,

i.‘-'~ i ni rI.‘J.I:iI.'.d =

INCE the middle of the last century rapid

advances in zanitation have made cholera
relatively easy to control, Nowadays when the
modern docter is called upon to treat a case
of the disease he advocates the administralion
of large amountz of hypertonic sall solutions
in order to counteract the extreme d{'h}'di'ﬂilﬂll.
and “it should be emphasized that large

™ Western Jowernal, 5:612 (1812} quated in Pickard
ani H||'||~!.'_ Midwest Piomeee, M Drake's letlers re-
veal thot he had not changed his ideas by 1849,

" Stimson, Cholern Beacon, 32,
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amounts means gquarts and zallons, not ]:Jillli.“
This i= in sharp contrast 1o the practices of
early physicians who too often were inclined
to believe with The Helping Hand that “in
this discase the thirst is often uncontrollahle,
bt if the patient deink water he will die”
However, not all cholera sufferers abided by
this theorv. Dr. Middleton, in his study of
cholera in lowa [:I:Jlml'_-,'+ cites several ineidents
in which patients took water in spite of their
doctor’s orders and therefore recovered. Jozeph
Schafer, former superintendent of the State
Historical Society, recalled that his mother,
stricken with cholera in Mineral Poinl, was
ordered by o drink water,
Ohie dav when the lady who cared lor her left
the room, Mra, Schafer noticed a large dipper
of water on a chair, “sprang out of bed, seized
the dipper. and drained it 1o the last drop.
Then she got well,"#2

From incidents such as these it can be con-
cluded that the cures offered cholera victims
by mid-nineteenth century physicians were of
lile or no benefit. Rather, by denving (he
patient water or depleting him through bleed-
i]1g__'. Lhe }ﬂl}'ait'iﬂ.u wis ruflh'mg the palient of
the very thsids neceszary (o the restoration of
health.,

At least ane Wiscansin physician exhibited
a wholesome attitude towards his profession’s
imnorance of the cavse of cholera and
ability o give adequate care to ils viclims,
In a speech before the Wisconsin State Med-
ical Society in early January of 1855, Dr.
Allred L. Castleman stated that the pesti-
lence of the last seasons “presented o us so
pointedly the fact of ouwr inability in many
mstances 1o wrestle  successfully  with the
mysteries of discase, . . . We have seen the
|I+.':-Ifih.‘r:|1'fL iz upim  our friends—we have
in many instances [ound ourselves “‘hﬂ"}' in-
capable of arresting the progress of the dis.
ease—we have seen Death snatch his vietim
from us as uninterruptedly in hiz progress as
Ihnugh we had not been there o inlerpose,
I hope that no member of this Society in such
casis= allowed himself 10 he satisfied with the
reflection that the resull was one of Cod's

her doctor not

“ Harold W. lones, W1k, “Cholers.” in Kneyelo-
preclin Americana, 6:586 1 New York, 195408 Draper
and Croffut, 4 Helping Hond, 727; "lillHIt-.Iurl.

f£d3
“Cholera Epidemics of lows County Wisconsin,™ 806,
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providences, but that he more properly at-
tributed it to his own ignuram'r of the nature
and character of the pestilence, and that he
determined not to be satisfied Gl he had fully
unravelled the mystery "

Castleman did not realize it, but at the very
time he spoke a way had been discovered to
check the spread of cholera, though the mys-
tery was not as vet “lully unravelled” Tt was
a bjl]lpl!' n'nw.ri}' discovered I'r:.-' John Snow, a
successful and [ashionable London anesthetial,
Using the process of elimination, Snow con-
cluded that the disease was spread by drink.
ing water. After his famous order lo remove
the handle the Hnmr] E“rlrr:‘t pump,
cholera practically dizappeared from London
and a means was known for controlling cholera

epidemics in the civilized world.™
Al' the outhreak of the 1819 epidemie there
wils unl}' one IlUHl.li[E.I in the state, =t
John's Infirmary in Milwaukee (later known
as =L Mary's Hospital), which opened ils
doors November 12, 1848, When residents of
Wisconzsin were stricken with cholera they
generally remained in their homes, but immi-
grants oflen had no place to go, During the
13-1‘;135—' l‘iﬁ[il‘mil'!—: ||'H:r|' Wre Ihl‘ﬁ' ]'Iﬂ'-f"”‘-
of refuge for immigrants and indigent sick in
Milwaukee, the alms house, the pest house,
and St. Mary’s Hospital.®
Some of the smaller communities improvised
to take care of the sick and dying. In Mus.
kego, for example, where there were many
m*'w['_l.' arrived imrn.igrarl.'l.ﬂ-, a |.|lr;:1'. barn on
the shores of Big Mudkepo Lake was used as
a hospital in 1849 Two vears later when the
plague raged with frightful violence and fatal-
il:r. “a '|u'_; house near the lown line in Norway
was then an im}n'nﬁm*d }mﬁ])jlul. and graves
were dug and kept open for expected carpses,”

[I'l i

A Weseonsin Staie MWedical Society  Proceedings,
16855, 34 At this vime there were fifty-one mem-
bhers im the Society.

" Although Snow was convineed that cholera was
water-borne, recognition of his theory came stowly,
The epidemics which srcarred in the United States in
1866, 1867, and 1873 do not seem to have reached
Wisconsin, With Kock's identiteation of the cholera
hacillus in 1884, the miasmatic Ilwl:rr"_l.' Eave wiy 1o
the germ Ilwnr}'. and medical seientists had the knowl-
edee they needed 1o eliminate cholera.

- In ||'|r~ Mj|wquln't' Sentinel of .'I.up-:m-t 4, 1851, S
John's Infirmary was charged with spreading discase
b accepting cholera patients.
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In Luther Vallev, near Beloit, the home of
Cullik Springen was wsed 1o care for the sick.
“One can well understand  the l'i'llLli]ilit'rl'lé._.“
wrote Springen, “when 18 corpses were car-
ried from our house that summer [1854] my
parents and one brother included.” It is prob.
able that many family homes served as local
hospitals during the cholera years,™

'::}luh.‘n.l. 11.'& :il'l il‘- 'I'l'ill[j" SUNes U{ tlr].illart!'d
children. In Milwaukee the problem was es
pecially acute because of the influx of im-
migrants. Before the cholera epidemics there
was apparently oo need [or an organization
to care for orphans, but in January of 1830
the Milwaukee Orphan Association, supported
nm.':ni!.' th Prnl:'.-'-lnnl 1']11Ih‘|'|.|:".'~'._ wis
[ounded. lts aim was to place the unfortunate
children in private homes as soon as possible,
By 1853 sixly-nine children were received
by the Asylum; four years later 201 had en-
tered, though all bt thirtv-nine had  been
placed in homes. The Asvlum was supported
by gifts of food. boxes of clothing, cords of
wood, and occasionally cash from the eitizens
of Milwaukee,” In roral areas and small
communities orphans were no doubt taken into
the homes of relatives and friends.

Thus it is seen that despite the cost in lives
amd human suffering, the cholera epidemics
which swept Wizconsin in the first half of the
last century brought shout certain social bene-
fits. Becausze of cholera publie zanitation be-
came a matter of communal action and con-
CErn h{l.ﬂpilMF sprang up in communilics
where none had previously existed: and or-
phanages were established.

|:Z| v

* Anderson, The First Chapter of Norwegtan Immi.-
gration, X75-276: Blaine Hansen, “The Norweglans
of Luther \‘rﬂ.llﬁf.‘. in the WFiscansin ,H'ﬁgu;fmr ..-||: Hirse
fory, 28:429 ( June, 1945,

a Annunl HF;NJI'F.'\G r.l_f the Milwankee ”r;.l.l'run Asso.
cigtion, 1850-1857 (Milwaukes), In hizs budgetary
risquest b bis superior in Vieong [or the vear 1831
the Catholic Bishop of Milwankee wrote of the need
for erphanages in Milwaukee, “To all this must be
adided the building of two orphan asylum=—one for
|:|l}!.'u r|.lir| Ihq' other fr.; |;ir|sl----w|'|i|'!| I mii=t ilhl_i]-l‘l.,
since even now fifty-theee orphans were left home-
less by the cholers last summer: and T moost et
expose the little ones to dangers of heing drawn away
by Protestants. Besides, 1 {ear much from the epi-
demic mentioned above, and also dysentery. which
has robbed seversd children of their parents—es-
pesinlly ut Westpoint, the most unsanitary ward of
the vity,” “Letters of the Right Reverend John Mar.
tin Henni and the Reverend Anthony Urhank,” Fis.
consin Muguzine of History, 10:81-82 (March, 19261,



readers’

State Street Books: The Society’'s New Paperback Series

Crosier on the Frontier: A Life of JTohn Mar-
tin Henni. By PeTER LEo JoHxsox. (State
I'I i.!';lUrE‘ |J.] H”l'ii'i_‘f Hr l‘.}"_'i:“_‘ 'l”'l.h; My .,lll-ltliiﬁl:'lrl.
195%. Pp. xiii, 240, Paper, 83.95.)

Thiz volume combines hiography and his-
lory in the pPropHer prupurliullra, It deals with
a noted Wizconsin hiztorical figure who la.
}:u:.lrr'il Iul' e 1}|.:|.|| ﬂF[!n YEears il'l |I'|.I" \'i:ril‘-
vards of the Lord, first as a priest in Ohio and
then az bishop and archhishop in Milwaukee,
Born in the Swizs canton of Graubiinden. John
Martin Henni was educated in Switzerland and
in Rome, He was assigned for missionary work
in the Cincinnati dioceze in 1828, He won
rl'l'[:ugni[inn Eﬂ]’ I'li"'- W Hrk Hnlr:ln;_’ t}“‘ (;f‘rrlll:'ul
Catholiez of Cincinnati and environs. Then he
was named the first bishop of the new diocese
of Milwaukee when it was created in 1843, In
1875, Milwaukee was created a metropolitan
see and Henni was elevated to the archespiseo-
pacy. From 1843 until his death in 1881, the
life of Henni was closely linked to the history
of Milwaukee and to the growth of the Catholic
Church in the Wisconsin area, The first (-
ter of the book deals with Henni's life belore
he came to Milwaokee: the last three-fonrths
has a Wisconsin setting,

This book is a must for anyone interested
in such subjects as the Americanization of the
German immigrants, Midwestern Catholicizm
in the 182818581 era, and the early history of
Milwaukee in particular and Wisconsin in gen.
eral, Details and facts substantiate the g
eralization= and interpretations. The author
calls a spade a spade. The chapter which in-
cludes material on Catholic missionary activity
among the Menominees exposes the machina-
tions of 2ome lndian traders. The chapter en.
titled “Wisconsin Kullurkampl™ scrapes some
of the gilt off the Forty-eighters.

Monsignor Johnson's biography of Henni
blends scholarship and readability. Tt is baszed,

practically in entirely, upon primary sources,
The Milwaukee archdiocesan archives and the
records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs exem.
plify the manuseript sources wsed, The Wil
wankee Seebote. the Cincinnati Wehrheits.
freand, and the Milwaokee Sentinel typafy
newspapers utilized. Although the text is heav-
ily documented (twelve chapters, nearly sixty
lootnotes each). the story is well told and in-
teresting, Crosier on the Frontier will |.'Lir|H'!t] la
hoth the exacting scholar and to the casual
reader of history.

The Most Heverend William E. Cousins,
Archbizhop of Milwaukee, has contribuled a
brief bul exeellent foreword. The appendix in.
cludes the notes to the lext. an il]'II}I'I'F?iJI'H' bils-
liagraphy, and an adequate index,

Thiz volume marks the inauguration of a
|r|J|H'rE|u|']-r, serics, the “State Strect Hn:lk.l:_." h}'
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, The
series will be of a scholarly nature, including
original works (like the Henni book) as well
as worth-while reprints, The prarpee of the
series is to make good books available at popu-
lar prices. Monsignor Johnson's worthy vol-
ume gels this series off to an anspicious start,

Fraxk L. KLEMENT

Muargueite University

{sed for many vears as the
emblem of the Society. the
g Sead” hos Been e
vived as the puablizher's
colophon of the Society
and a5 the trademark of its
STATE STREET BOOKS,
the first fwo titles of which
are here revdewed,
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Edward G, Ryan, Lion of the Law, By Arvoxs
f.__ BarzinGer. (State Historical Society of
Wisconzin, Madison, 1960, Pp, vi, 214, Paper,
83050

Recent State Historieal Sociely publications
have ."elrl."ngl|'|ﬂlm.| our Wiscons=in lriugru]lhy
shelf---l_?arpuult-r.. Doty Draper, Henni, Lalol-
lette, Philipp, Sawyer, Moses M. Strong. Vilas,
dnd Woodsaab, Beitzinger's Edward €. Ryan
offers not only another subject bul a new di-
menzion as well. For Byvan was more than a
lawver and a jurist: he was a craftsman of the
law, and as such the author justifies his Tull-
length study,

The lIrizh-horn H}'ari rrli;:rulmi o America
in 1830 in order to relieve his father of the
burden of his extravagance, Already a collese
graduate, his six years in New York added
training in law, zeal for polities and the eco.
nomic ideas of William Leggett, and U5, eiti-
?J‘Tlﬁhi[l. Il‘h"' rﬂl|1!“'i|1H ﬁix YUaArs were FT?F"III
in Chicago in the practice of law, a briel ex-
cursion into newspaper publishing, an ocea-
stonally brawling participation in local politics,
and the pursuit of a wife. In 1812 he moved
hiz law practice and political intereatz to Ra-
cine, and in 1848 to Milwaukee. An account of
his later career becomes o commentary on Wis-
conzin's politics, its bar, and its bench.

Ryan's role in the framing of the stale’s con-
stitution expressed his loco foco i]rin{'i]’rlf*_: i the
ontgrowth of his absorption of Leggett) om
such maiters as banks, siate debi. internal im-
provements, and corporate charters. Dut his
conservati=m led him 1o oppose an elective
judiciary. homestead exemption, and property
rights for married women. In defense of a
conslilulion not entirely to hiz liking, he wrote
for the Racine Advocare ten articles which
Beitzinger characterizes “from the standpoint
of literar}' qualilj.'. cogency of argument. anil
scholarship, [as| the ablest political essays in
Wisconsin's :‘&r]}' literature.”

Between 1848 and 1865 Ryvan immersed
himsell in law and Democratic politics, He
participated in the Radeliff murder trial, the
Hubbell 5|n|r1'm']1rr|1'l1l, the Barstow-Bashford
contest, the La Crosse railroad foreclosure, and
the Booth cases. Most importantly Ryvan felt
impelled to express himself fully on the politi-
cal situation al the Democratie stale conven-
tion in Milwaukee on September 3. 18562
B::I?muf'r. Ilill’]ll’h::lll-uh 1:-rr|p|:~r|n|'=: his Bvan
ﬂmpnthuﬁa here perceives Ryan's senatorial
ambitions as well as a determination to justily
hiz party as the loyal opposition. What contem.
Porary observers labeled a “Bille of (:D}J]JE'IH
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headism™ can now be viewed as a temperate
il somewhat myopie address. Ryvan soon Tound
the voters of 1863 solidly alizned against his
party and his viewpoint,

For eleven vears Rvan wandered in the wil-
I;‘Il,'rllf'h:i, jiﬂ“'l !l} ;{Iml‘l} Iri“]lfl.l:", FIrIJIIH"l:'IJ sel-
backs, and 3ru|':l'1c'ﬂ] 'mel.lll’lui't'. [n mid-June
1874, however, Democratic Governor Taylor
appointed the sisty-four-vear-old Ryan Chiel
Justice of the state, and three months later he
read hiz famous decision upholding the consti-
tutionality of the Polter law, Hyan's first was
alzo hiz greatest opinion, the vindication by an
old loco foco of the power of the state against
the corporation. But for six more years he
presided over a court often torn by dissension
partly of his making, but distinguished by his
guidance and the powerful reasoning and
lucidity af his opinions.

Beitzinger concludes that Bvan was “a man
of great ability,” possessing “a keen intellect,
profound learning, high principles, and great
moral courage,” and that his public life was,
on balance, a suceess despite “hiz violent tem-
per, his emotional instability and intoleranee
of error ol 1:||'tﬁl.'|n.'l']l}' in others.”

Beitzinger's Ryan is the second of the So-
ciety’s new paper-bound series, State Street
Brﬂlkﬁ, ;I:.l.”,lfl"-i'i]'lg jl[t]rl.lii;.':nl:]r .ful'l.ll'."\-ljl]-."r L‘h‘.ﬁﬁfl‘r
on the Frontier. Future titles will include, we
are told, reprinds af enduring worth,”™ but the
series must at present be judged on its two
arigingl biographies, The beginning has been
impressive. Both volumes carry full documen-
tation, a bibliography. and an index. Type
face, paper quality, cover, and illusirations sel
a high standard for the paperback formal | this
reviewer 2 pugzled. however. by the duplica-
tion of a Ryan portrait in slightly different
form en cover and in frontispieee), In these
days of steadily mounting hook prices, only the
omission of cloth binding seems o have per-
mitted pricing a quality product below 81,

Yet several questions persist in this review-
er's mind, Wherein does the Society draw a
distinction between its SSB originals on Henni
and Byan and its concurrently ]‘.lul' lished cloth-
bound titles such as Maxwell's Philipp? More-
over, if the sale is predominantly to libraries,
hl:"_r'ﬂ' |I'N'|g 'Wi" a II‘HIH'F Cover ."‘[ﬂl'll.i HEJ- ﬂ."ll ii-
to avoid deterioration. =tiff covers are added,
how much saving will result? But if the pric.
ing amd popularity of paperbacks encourages
the wide readership Edward .. Ryan, Lion of
the Lo deserves, ezpecially among lawyers
and historians, the format will be justified.

Freperick [, Orsox

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
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Money, Class, and Pariyv; An Eeonomic Sty
of Civil War and Reconstruction. By Ronert
P. Suarxey. (The Johns Hokpins Press, Bal-
timore, 1939. Pp. 346. $5.50.)

The desire for simplicity on the part of lext-
book writers and collese lecturers has led 1o a
fundamental misunderstanding of the carly Re.
publican party, Supposedly it was business-
oriented, favored a high tarilf, sound money,
and a general conservative financial philosophy
ithese terms are seldom definedi. When ex-
amined by the monolithic economic determin.
ists. the party becomes the representative of
Eastern capitalism versus Western and South-
UFn #ETATIanism.

In Money, Class, ond Partv., Hobert P.
5hﬂrkf'}'. administrative assistant to the presi-
dent of The Johns Hopkins University, has
ontlined some of the dangers inherent in such
an approach, Although he limits himself 1o an
examination of a VETY few of the varions fae-
tions that made up the Republican party, Mr.
Sharkey has shown that there were wide diver.
gencies within the party over every financial
question.  He vigorously takes issue with the
Beards (The Rise of American Civilization)
‘I—]r hﬂ‘rini_:r u[ﬂi.ll"] Ly l'ﬂ"'_'ﬂﬁni'ﬂﬂ" 'I'l."' 1:'['&1‘“;{'5
which existed within the capitalist group itzelf
on varion: queztions of ecconomic policy,” and
with Howard K. Beale (The Critical Year)
who assumed that *the Radical Republicans
represented g cohesive group of politicians
|MWE~"~irIE 'Pr"'ll'll"'l:.l”l"l H.jm.‘:."

Mr. Sharkey has found that the Radicals
tended 1o split into three coherent, recogniz-
ahle, and divergent groups on the questions of
money and the tarfl, The first group, headed
by such men as William P. Fessenden, Justin
.‘lil::lll'“]. .]ﬂ““':‘" {:Jlr[i1'|li, Hl“j H'L‘F{'ﬂl’ Cl"]k]i"ﬁ[
advocated sound finance, which to them meant
a hard money policy and [ree trade. or al least
a low tariff. It may he significant |Sharkev
doez not 1.'.\.|llur1' i by pu.-e_t-ifli]ilyl l|'|u1 nwrnhi'r.*:
af the group can be characterized as late-
comers to the party and inchuded almost none
of the old abolitionistz, Thesze followers of the
Manchester schoal were ultpmu'it Il:l.- a faclion
within the party led by Thad Stevens, William
K"”l":\'. Ih'll Iilll]i'l. .HI:"“ “rl]lii‘. EHll{ ‘ﬁ"’i"i-ﬂl'ﬂ
Sprague, all of whom lavored soft money and
a protective larfl, Between these two wings a
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aroup of political opportunists maneuvered
with the shilting currents of public opinion.
Represented by such men as John Sherman,
Robert Schenck, John A. Logan, and George
Bouwtwell, this grong held the balance of power
and accounted for the violent shifts in Repub.
lican hnancial policy during the period.

In general (and this is an oversimplifica-
tion | the Stevens group represented the indus-
trialists of the counlry while the Fessenden
wing spoke for the interests of the financiers,
The bankers had few ties with the factory own-
ers, Thus when Johnson's Secretary of the
Treasury Hugh MeCulloch propozed a con.
traction of the greenbacks, a Philadelphian
wrolde 1o |'|'m:1_grui|-!l- Jn]‘m Ehi'rmun 1hut A
Culloch’s whole aim appears to be to reduce
the industry of the country al the feet of Bank-
ing Capital.” He meant that the industrialists
favored inflation and were urllﬂgtirliﬁtil' [ {i]
banks. Therefore to say, as the Beards did,
that the Republican Party supported “sound
money” iz o distort history.

Maost labor leaders supported the arch-Rad-
icals of the Stevens faction because of their
i"ﬁ!i:f |'|'II'!I|H"‘:|' ﬂ”l’f high t-ﬂTiH "r'i""l'l.'ﬁ, Ed'l.'l.'ﬂ:l‘ll
Kelloge had provided the theoretical base for
labor's position on the money and protection
issues, just as Henry Carey had done for in-
dustrialisis. Carev and Kellogg were both eco-
nomic nationalists and in a sense disciples of
Henry Clay; they were both convineed that
industrial progres was stifled l'l}' the hi!,"]‘l
rates of interest the financiers charged and be-
lieved escape lay in cheap money or a con-
trolled low interest rate (Kellogg wanted to
aholish private banks altogther and substitute
a nationalized monetary system). In their
syslems, as in Clay's, a harmony of interest
between labor, agricullure, and lactory could
be found within the confines of a high tariff
and cheap-money system. In response to these
arguments, orzanized labor leaders gave ex.
plicit and enthusiastic support to Stevens, Bul.
ler, and other Radicals,

The fnanciers upiru:wil the ELLH‘\'-Kt‘"UF#
“harmony of interests” which tended lowards
an economie nationalism and might result in
the end of the export-import trade in which
thv:,-' wWere S0 lll‘l.'F.l]!.' mvolved. ']'J!IP}' alzo fﬂﬂgl‘ll
the Stevens Radicals on other izsues. Edward
Atkinson, in a letter to MeCuolloch, summarized
their |H:«.r\il.in|1: *T am |.':'|1.|t'zi';"|'|n!‘1|Il{_Ir in Cconnecs
tion with some others who are known as ex.
reme radicals Lo give such direction 1o the
rearganizalion of the south as shall prevent the
creation of an excluzive black men’s parly and
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alzo to kill the scheme of confiscation, 1 also
hope we may be able 1o secure the election of a
southern delegation who shall not be under
T}HH'I Sh*\'!‘l]ﬂ" ]!\-ﬂd L0 ] 1£Irirf ﬂ.]'“{ r'Llrr:‘m:}'
ruestions, but of this I am not hopeful.”

Mr. Sharkey has diverse other new view-
points to offer (for example, due to European
crop failures the farmers were enjoying high
prices in the period and took no interest in
the grﬂn]lbﬂt‘l‘. [[U!‘Sii.t:lrl: ll'lt‘l't‘l{_lrf‘ ""ﬂ'm pros-
perity of the farmer was one of the decisive
reason: why the Republicans managed to re
tain political power in 1868, since the farm.
BT Eglmrﬂ{ the Democratic Pendelton Plan) .
but space prevents mention here of all the au-
thor's points of view,

Money. Class, and Pariy is one of the few
highly original and genuinely important books
on the Civil War to appear in the last decade.
Sl}'listil'ﬂ.]l}' it iz only fair and the organiza-
tion is hopeless, but the research is excellent
and the conclusions noteworthy,

_ STEPHEN E. AMBROSE
University of Wisconsin

Revivalism and Social Reform in Mid-Nine.
teenth-Century America. By Timorny L.
SaiTH.  (Abingdon Press. New York and
Nashville, 1957, Pp. 253, $L.00.)

This monograph—"an cvangelical explana-
tion of the origing of the social gospel”—is
an important contribution lo the recent renais-
sance of interest in mid-nineteenth century
religion and the rools of the sovial gospel. The
author’z thesis is that revivalism and perfec-
tionist aspiration flourished increasingly
ATNOmE all denominations and :'ﬁprria]!}' in the
cities between 1840 and 1865, The evangelists,
ra rTi--uIar]}' Methodist= and Hup! ist=, he holds,
plaved a far more significant role in the grow.
ing warfare against “slavery, povertv, and
greed™ than has been realized. and therefore
they “helped to prepare the way both in theory
and practice for what later became known as
the social gospel,”

Holding that “the beliefs and practices of the
mass of ordinary men are most important,”
Smith did his research largely in popular re.
ligious literature. He contends that by the
1840°s “the vital center of American Protes.
tantism was in the cities rather than in the
rural West.™ and he takes 1o task those church
historians who are still absorbed with the
frontier. In the middle period, “revival meas.
nres wiere das= I'IH}IH"F il'l ]{ﬂﬁlflll as il'l Hl‘l]ll]‘l'k}'.“
and the currents of religious fervor that swept
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back and forth across the Atlantic were more
important than anything that took place on the
[rontier,

By describing the widespread development
of holiness pn'm'hin; and the pupul:tl‘ diszem-
ination of the Methodist doctrine of perfection,
Smith not mﬂ}' prresenls d uselul corrective 1o
previous analyses but alo makes a unique
contribution to our knowledge of this fascinat-
ing period, pointing out as he does that “only
their evangelical trust in divine grace to sup-
plement human eflforts and their retention of
the historic ‘heavenly hope’ of the faith set
these pioneers apart [rom the Christian social
reformers of a later age.” For example, he de.
clares that the doctrine of immanence that un-
derlay the social gospel was but “a tepid
restatement’” of liberal revivalist preaching,
The idea of the Kingdom of God on earth az
prophesied by the Christian Labor Union or
]1}' Ravschenbusch rested LTy varlier [:Il:'l.'H']a-
mations by Oberlin perfectioniats, revivalistic
Calvinists, and “Methodists great and small™—
all ardent postmillenialists bent on preparing
a kingdom for their King.

The book is unfortunately marred by occa-
sional slips, such as the declaration that Amer-
ican religion alter 1865 was characterized by a
growing concern with “purely social issues”
It is 1o be doubred that any object of social-
RDbI,N:'] CONCern Wwad &ver a mere F[J{';H! iFFl]{"
to any of the great leaders of that movement
'ﬁ'hi!"h. l'.ll:. COUrse. Nevier }31'.1']"11‘" H |Ilﬂiﬂ|':i|.!r'
affair. Smith does not always make it clear
that there was a fundamental difference be.
tween those who believed that all that was
needed to accomplish a desired reform was
“more and purer piety” and thoze other re.
vivalistz like Finney and later Moody who
demanded that their converts evidence their
change of heart with good sorcial work. Certain
of the author’s contentions are proper correc-
tives, yel this reviewer is not convinced that
other historianz of the social gospel neglected
the Baptists and Methodists as he claims:
these came into the movement later than did
Episcopalians and {Qrzngrogaliauulisls but made
their own unique and powerful contributions.
Like Rauschenbusch himself, they required
an additional generation to bridge the gap
between traditional piety and the new de.
mands of the times. 1t is gratifying to find in
this hook a competent deseription of the greal
urban revivals of 1858 in proper perspective
of both Y. M.C.A. and the churches.

. Howarp Hopkixs
Westminister Choir f:faﬂr'ge'
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Lewis Henry Morgan: The Indian Journals,
18391862, Edited and with an introduction
by Lestae A. Waite. Hlusteations selected and
edited by Cryoe Warton. (University of
Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, 1959, Pp. 229,
217.50.)

This splendid volume is the first edition of
four journals kept by Lewis Henry Morgan
during visits 1o hml\aa and Nebraska in 1850
and again in 1860, 10 Pembina and Fort Gary
on the Red River of the North in 1861, and
to Fort Benton on the upper Missouri in 1862,
A pioneer in the scientific study of the Ameri.
can Indian, Morgan was a lawyer and business
man who managed (o accumulate a comforl-
able fortune while indulging his scholarly in
terests. Although he established a reputation
as. a thorough and meticulous researcher,
subzequent workers in the field have demol.
ished some of his theories.

Concluding early that kinship patterns de.
lermined a sociely’s institutions, Morgan un-
dertook the trips recorded in the journals 1o
collect data to document his theory, The results
of these visits together with other research are
incorporated in his monumental Systems of
Consanguinity and Afinity of the Human
Family.

The journals, which are housed in the li-
brary of the University of Rochester, were
first brought to the attention of scholars by a
long-time student of Morgan's career, anthro-
pologist Leslie A, White. A difficult task con-
fronted White when he decided to edit the
journals. They are of primary interest 1o the
historian and the anthropologist, but the ex-
pensive format featuring numerous illustra-
tions, including sixteen eolor plates, indicates
an intention to appeal to a wider audience,
White has omitted such material as vocabulary
lists, extensive observations on the beaver, and
Morgan's digressions on Pueblo construclion
and the culture of Indianz not visited. The
II:unu.-wr'Lpl mfghl have been further |H'l_;||'|r_‘\1,|
for the benefit of the general reader who is
likely 1o find the discussions of kinship systems
and the tabular statements of dances rather
h“."H'I.':q" g{linlr[. Hl}“'i'\'i'l'., 5{'!'"'&[3 r,'-num hu\-ﬁ"
uzed a more complete index. Both will appre.
ciate the excellent selection of pictures,

There is ample information on a wealth of
!UI"i'_"_'i., n!uki:llg [J.'"‘" IH“]’!C i Ti'“’!l'l.'lli.llg F'?ii""'
rience for anvone interested in the American
Indian or life on the frontier. Morgan had a
wide range of interests and was a careful ob-
server, He normally cites the source of his in-
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formation and the editor has done o thoroogh
job of further identifving people and places.
Among the subjects eovered are bullalo hunt-
ing, the preparation of pemmican, tribal myth.
ology, annuily payment day at an Indian
agency. mission schools, steamboating on the
Missouri, and our Indian policy,

Morgan’s sympathy with the Indians is Jral-
ent. In New York he had labored 10 protect
the red man from the rapacity of his civilized
white brethren, and he was frequently apalled
by what he saw in Kansas and Nebraska
among the reservation Indians, Like most re-
formers Morgan considered the agency svstem
corrupt and incapable of civilizing the Indian.
Like hiz contemporaries he advoeated sever.
alty, the one policy frontiersmen and reform-
ers were able to agree upon. The ultimate
solution he fell 1o be amalgamation, which
would be of both physical and intellectual hene-
fit 1o the dominant whites, h‘IﬂJ'gan’h pred'u_-tian
that Kanzas would be the sceme of the “first
honest and regular experiment™ of this type
reminded this reviewer of a sign he onve saw
in a Topeka cafe, “lndians and Negroes served
Only in Sacks.”

Witniam T, Hacan

North Texas State College

The [United States Navy in the Pacifie, 1897
1909, By Witniam R, Brastep, (University
of Texas Press, Austin, 1958, Pp. xii, 282,
5.0, )

|r| the Hli]'rin;_: 1]&}':: af I'uuml]ng the Ameri-
s Empire at the turn of the century. the anti-
imperialists shook an accuszing finger at the
Navy and itz leaders—but historians have been
slow o investigate the accusation. True, the
contribution of Admiral Mahan and the ather
naval exponents of the hlrge,f' p:‘.lhf}' of 1898
has long been recognized. Bul what of the
operational commanders, the Admirals and
Captains on the Pacific Station, the masters of
those little  stub-nose, white battle eruisers
whose design was so hesitantly naval that they
looked more like armed pleasure craft and
symbols of national bumptiousness than instru-
ments of imperial power. What was their role
in shaping, establishing, and maintaining the
W im|J|'rEu| pu]i::!.- in an area of pr:imnr}r
application? They were 20 far removed from
Washinglon as 1o be respected sz policy experts
:mri o Iw |r1|5t4':1 p.'flh. |ii:~'l'r|*tiur| lia irnplu'mrul
policy that was only vaguely defined. There.
fore, in a wverv practical sense, the United
Stales :"ia\':l.' in the Pacihic was both an impetus
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and agent of American imperialism there. Bas-
ing his work on an extensive study of naval
and diplomatic records in the National Ar-
chives, Professor Braisted has demonstrated
how foreign policy wasz made and implemented
by Captains on quarterdecks in Asiatic waters
—but alwavs with the moral and political sup-
port af Presidents in Washington, The volume
is a first-rate monograph on the imperial phase
of American diplomacy and an excellent case
study of the influence of the military mind
upon the determination of civilian policy.

Az the 5pﬂ!liﬁ}l-."l.l‘.l1.!‘!’i['ul'| War uppruur'huﬂ
in the spring of 1898, the Naval Establishment
in Washington consisted of a humdrom Sec-
retary (John DL Long) and an effervescent
Ausistant Eﬂ'n'lnr:;' i Theodore Roosevelt), the
terror of mossback senior officers and the hero
1:!{ Hlt" }'ImTI.;.'i‘r 4|iﬁr'ip]{':— nf 1!'“" I')Tﬂﬂ.l]l"r Ti["“'.
The influence of the Assistant Secretary
extended far bevond taking advantage of week-
end absences of the Secretary 1o send direc
tions to fleet commanders to prepare for offen-
sive operations in the Philippines when war
with Spain should be declared, Under Roose-
velt's direction and leadership, war plans for
general operalions in the Pacific were drawn
and the Navy prepared 1o implement them.
While Spain was being overcome, the real ene-
miez, .l.'lp.url and (:H‘Inurt}'. were o be check-
mated. and Great Britain was relied upon 1o
provide the ‘make weight” Until a national
l:‘ml'r',{!‘m':l.' T imlll'riu! Ilril']E' m[#i!t [1]]'('[' [:HH-
oress Lo appropriate funds for a two.ocean
‘tan the maotley collection of vessels available
was to be deploved for maximum effective-
ness, That mobilization, the rippling thrill of
being in the van of large events, and the
Si’tl\l"iﬂn ﬂ" _"[]'H.!'Igi"r. T H;{l_‘!'!".""‘.‘i.'r-i' Hﬂil‘t'hi
for the eritical commands in the Far East had
the desired effect upon the American fleel. pre-
paring it for its role in imperial diplomacy.
The new commanders were not the sort who
retire to corporation directorships, but proudly
serve in a caose of destiny,

Following the celebrated engagement al
Manila Bay, the commander of the Asiatic
Hqund ron then turned o ruiﬁllg any ulh'nI].ih‘II
aggrandizement by other nations (especially
Germany, whose threat to the Philippines
Dewey seems to have exaggerated) and 1o res
pressing the aspirations of the Filipinos { whose
independence Dewey implied in his despatches
il he did not promise to Agvinaldo). Aller
the reliel of the Commodore for hiz triumphal
return 1o America, the primary attentiom of the
feet shilted o the Boxer Rebellion. In pro.
tecting American property. lives, and honor,
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Admirals George C. Remey and Louis Kempff
seemed o !T]’IT]’I'II if any I‘.hing_ loo much
caution and regard for the niceties of interna-
tional law to suit their superiors in Washing-
ton. Largely through their influence and cau.
tiousness, American intervention in China was
limited to an abstemious participation in inter-
national action, under circumstances preclud-
ing the claim or exercize of any political or
territorial preference, They were probably re-
E-|.'Iﬂ|:|5ih|£' in |al‘g4' measure for ke;-pin;_l- the
American foot out of the Open Door,

A subsequent shuffle in operating and ad-
ministrative commands brought the aggres-
sive Admirals Frederick Rodgers and Robley
. (“Fighting Bob™) Evans to the Far Eas
and Admiral Henry C Taylor to head the Bu-
reau of _\.'avi;:aliuu Tl “'-H::ihiuj_vmrl. Ties of
dedication to expansionism, family, and friend-
ship drew this circle, with their protégés, into
an effective force to strengthen the Pacific
fleet, secure a major naval base in Ching, and
]u.!f I.I'll:" Fﬂl]l'll']ﬁliﬂ'l'l ﬂ{ Ami"]"i."arl Power 'il'l “H"
Far East. The group continued to press their
poliey until an advance base in China became
diplomativally embarrassing to the State De-
partment and until American businessmen be-
came dhisenchanted with the commercial oppor-
tunitiez in the Far East, Their grander schemes
of |mp-: rial rn|=r]1l hzn'm.'r floundered. the nay-
alists were foreed to the routine of parading
the nation's naval might to cower the Japanese
into postponing for a generation the conflict
for the domination of the Far East

It seems clear from the interpretation by
Professor Braisted that the Navy did, indeed,
influence policy in the Far Fast during the
imperial decade, bul not a2 a naval cabal as
might be suspected, 1t was alternately expan.
sionist in dealing with the Philippines, inter-
nationalist in TI!‘!II'-I'HH;HF the Boxers, imp-erial-
it in seeking a Chinese operating base, and
]11'.11||.1r|t|:.' {li‘l'l'nsir:r in t‘lu'l'kin;{ the annm-se-_
The shift= in its influence upon national policy
were largely the reflection of varying person-
alities and changing circumstances. Notwith-
standing Theodore Roosevelt’s pronouncement
to the contrary. the diplomat rather than the
sailor retained control of foreign policy even
in the years when navalism and expansionism
were the prominent aspects of that policy, Thus
were the sound precedents laid upon which
to construct the more intricate relationships
hetween national power and policy in America.

0. Lawrence BurNeTTE, Ji.
The Sppte Historical Society of Wisconsin
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The Memoirs of Colonel Tohn 5. Moshy, Ldi.
ted by Coarces WeLLs Russece. (Iondiana
Lniversily Press. Bloomington, 1939, Pp. 111
g5.001,)

Had John Singleton Moshy met a hero's
death in battle be would |1£|1r1~ ;M'rhalkw,t 4'nrnf;fi
a measure of the immortality that the Confed-
eracy bestowed on his beaw ideal, Major Gen-
eral James Ewell Broun ( Jeh ) Stuart, who was
mnrlﬂ!l}' wounded at Yellow Tavern in May,
1864, nearly a year before Appomattox,

But Colonel Moshy, commanding olficer of
the Forty-third Virginia Cavalry Battalion,
known as “Mosby's Rangers” survived the
war and lived well into the present century,
and almost outhived the prraise I'II‘ﬂIH‘I'] on him
both North and South for his Fabulous exploits
as g guerilla commander operating behind the
Federal lines.

Time did not dim the luster of his ineredible
activities in the arca near Washington, which
became known as “Moshy’s Confederacy.”™ but
he disillusioned many of hiz compatriots by en-
dorging and voting for Grant in 1872,

When he died in 1916, the Tamed cavalry
leader was penniless and almost forgotten, but
it was his poverty that forced hime with the
editorial assistance of hiz brother-in-law
Charles Wells Russell, to write an account of
his IU‘“# Hr“l T'l}[r:rful AT,

."\-L'ln'l.wn.'f with the centennial u::::i'rvrru.lr'_l.' of the
Civil War less than a year awav, Indiana Uni-
versity Press, as part of itz distinguished Civil
War Centennial Series, has reprinted The
Memaoirs of Colonel fohn 5. Mashy,

Mozby did not begin o write this accoum
until long after many other distinguished sol-
diers both Union and Confederate had told
their stories, and perhaps itz chief value is the
5|1irih.‘1| deflenze it contains of Jeb Stuart’s con-
troversial role in the Gellyshburg campaign,

We have always had a sentimental spol in
our ]'“.'ilﬂ. Fﬂ:r h"':]ﬁll}'- |::I1‘.r'a.|:|54,= e ”{ !'Ii.é- rﬂ.]'lg'
era and a principal in maoy of Mosby's ex-
ploits was Sergeant William Lyle Hunter, our
great-uncle, Hunter was one of the handlul of
men who accompanied Mosby on his daring
raid on Fairfax that netted him Union Gen-
eral Stoughlon, and fame on both sidez of the
Mazon Dixon.

Hunter was later captured in an attack on
an outpost near Honter's Mills, Va.. and spent
the rest of the war ina Federal prison stock-
ade. In his memoirs, f‘“t]hlr:ﬁ" recounls t|'w t|'|ri||-
ing story of the Stoughton capture, and many
others.

In this book, Mosby denounces Lee's stalf
"lTI“'I"l'.‘i. Hr“l |.il'!|lr‘rl1ll1l ':l'r“.']'itl .]:iil'l’ll"h I..ﬂl'lg-
street for charging that Stuart disobeyed Lee's
instruetions to march on his flank into Penne
sylvania amd stay between the Army of North-
T Erir?'illiil "r“l ti]l' I'rll‘rrl}'.

Mosby went to great lengthe to document his
contention that Lee's instructions were carried
out by Staart, and that if Stuart’s absence from
Gettysburg was [atal 1o the Confederates, il
waz because of the nature of Lee's orders and
not Stuart’s dercliction,

Mosby, however., does a disservice to his own
reputation and that of Stuarts by his biased
defensze of Jeb's absence from Gettyshurg when
the greal battle opened on July 1, 1863,

Even writing long after the passions had
cooled, Moshy makes this almeost ridiculous
claim for hiz flamboyvant hero: “Stuarl’s
march of o column of cavalry around the Un.
o .-'ﬁ.rm}' will be n'gmﬂ{:ﬂ in the iigi:t of the
record, as one of the greatest achievements of
the war, viewed either as an independent op-
eration or raid. or in its strategic relation to
the campaign.”

Despite thizs flaw in Mosby's logic, the new
edition of hiz memoirs 15 a welcome addition
to the literature of the Civil War—a conflic|
in which Moshy played such a valiant role,

Joun Parkick HunTer

Muadison, Wisconsin

George Croghan: Wilderness Diplomat, By
MicHoLas B, WaswricHT, (Published for the
nstitute of Early American History and Cul-
ture hy the Universily of North Carolina Presz,

Chapel Hill, 1959, Pp. 334, 86.00.)

In a well-footnoted book Nicholas Wain-
wright telle a story of intrigue, donble-dealing,
and misrepresentation that was a part of the
British colonial poliey in dealing with the
Indians, George Croghan was a major cog in
the poorly conceived and poorly maintained
machine thal was o pacify the Indians.

This book is an extension of Albert T. Val-
wiler's freorge Croghan and the Westward
Movement, 1E[..".'!i|1l|.'rri-;_r[ﬂ concentrates on the
individual and relegates the westward move.
menl Lo a miner position, Using f.."mf.:hﬂn"ﬁ
correspondence, diaries. and receipted  bills
found among the Cadwallader papers, the au.
thor tells a story of an opportunist who par-
layed his abilitv 1o deal with the Indians inlo
a comfortable life——frequently at the expense
of his eredilors,

There is little doubi that Croghan’s knowl-
edge of Indians aided the British and con-
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{'l.'l-l.lrl'lh"l.l Ih':" |'1r|'r|!'i:|. ”rll' i!"\- |J|'||i|"||.iﬂ.|.:l]'_||' |‘|'l| to
the conclusion that Croghan, while working
for his personal interests. tried to aid the
Indians. In Pennsylvania he found himsell
caught in the controversy between the Quak.
ers and the Colonial government in dealing
with the Indians. At times u|:||3.-' e siele 1ru.=il|~|:!
Croghan and at other times neither side trusted
him, but he managed the Indian meetingz in
such a manner that many colonial leaders
kept faith in him until the defeat of General
Braddock. 11 is some time later that Croghan's
influence with Indians is called for again, and
then he is involved in virtually every major
Indian mecting until the Revolutionary War,

Only Croghan’s constant and endless prob.
lems with creditors (“Croghan could not play
the game siraight”™) tarnished hiz reputation
and kept him from assuming a more promi-
nent pozition among the colonial leaders.

Wisconsin readers will be a little dizappointed
in Wainwright's failure to mention Charles de
Langlade at Braddock’s defear. but if the book
has a shorteoming it is the author’s failure to
make the story interesting. This reviewer
could visualize the author turning the pages
of his notehook as he wrote each paragraph.
Ill Eﬂfll ‘ﬂ{ (.h‘lghﬂ:f.’- I.“"u['i'-mﬂking ventures
are found all the elements essential for a dra-
malic presentation, but the author neglects
these elements in presenting the facts,

It may be true that a biography does not
have to read like a romantic hiztorical novel,
but there is every reason lo believe that if
history books were Havored with the spice of
a few adjectives and descriptive scenes there
would he more peaple who would develop an
appetite for history.

THurMAN Fox

State Historical Society

of Wisconsin

The Adams-Tefferson Letters; the Complete
Correspondence between Thomas fefferson and
Abigail and John Adams: Vol [, I777-1804:
Fol, [T, 1812-1826, Fdited by Lester J. Cap
rox. (Published by the University of North
Carolina Press for the Institule of Early
American History and Culture. Chapel Hill,
1959, Pp. 638, £12.50.)

John Adams and Thomas JefTerson first met
in 1778 when both were members of the
Srfﬁmul {_]rnti:wnlal {;Ul]}_’l.’i‘!ﬁ_i urul .f-t'l"l.lﬂl o
the committee to draft the Declaration of In-
1IEFJf|‘|dPr“'E‘. ]{Ulll [ii“‘ll 1\'|Ill:|il:| il ;1'“' h'"]r.“- ""
each other on the fiftieth anniversary of Ameri-
can independence, In the intervening hall-cen-
tury Adams contributed materially to the estab-
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|i.~=hmrnl af state governmaenl in Massachusetts.
helped negotiate the treaty that ended the
American Revolution, served as United States
Minister to the Nethedands and Great Britain,
became Viee-President and then Presudent of
the United States, and finally retived 1o
Cuiney, his public career over exeept Tor a
birief appearance in the Maszachusettz consti-
tutional convention of 1820, Jefferson in the
same vears served Virginia as legislator and
Revolutionary governor, succeeded Benjamin
Franklin as United States Minister to France,
became Secretary of State under Washington
andd 1Il.-'-'w:'-F"I"t'.tﬁ:h:*r:l 1Iurin:_- the administration
of John Adams, climaxed his political career
with eight vears in the Presidency, and with
undisguised relief retired 1o Monticello,

For most of the fiflty vears they were ac-
quainted, Jefferson and Adams were warm
friends, exchanging letters on public and per-
sonal affairs az inclination and necessity die-
tated. Unpleasant incidents accompanying the
divergence of their political paths in the 17905
caused a cooling of their relationship and an
interruption in their correspondence, but they
resumed wriling in 1812 and continued with
increased affection for the remainder of their
lives,

Scholars have long been aware of the ex-
traordinary character of the Adams-Jeflerson
correspondence, for it has been available to
them in manuseript eollections at the Library
of Congress and the Massachusetts Historical
Sm'il't}'. Muny of the letters have been some-
what more available to the public in various
printed collections, but the complete exchange
has never before this time been published.
Lester Cappon and the Institute of Early
'tml?r[f'ﬂll T{i,_“-lﬂr!r' Il.'l'll'l l::u:]tLlrf‘ I1Lnr' LILELLS
remedied this unfortunate oversight,

In addition to 329 letters exchanged by
John Adams and Jefferson. the present col-
lection includes Gfty-one letters between Jef-
ferson and Adams’ remarkable and devoted
wife. Abizail. The arrangement of the letters
is chronological, but the editor has broken the
entire span inlo thirleen periods or chapters.
Each chapter is preceded by a briel essay pro-
viding background information and interpre-
tation helpful to fuller appreciation of the let.
ters themselves, In a fine general introduction,
Cappon touches on some of the outstanding
characteristics of each  correspondent. He
notes, for example, that Jefferson was more
reserved than Adams, who had a keen zense
of humor and a hot temper. Adams™ intellec.
tual interesis Tay in moral philosophy. law and
povernment, theology and religion. and the
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classies. Jefferson. on the other hand, was
more interested in natural science and phi-
losophy and the practical applications of ideas.
Adams was the more profound thinker, but
Jeflerson's universal interests made him more
typical of the Age of Enlightenment.

The first volume contains letters dating from
1777 1o 1801 most of them written while Ad-
ams was minister to Great Britain and Jeffer-
son minister lo France between 1784 and 1788,
Filled with the problems of diplomatic negotia-
tions, these letters reveal the frustrations suf-
fered by two sensitive representatives of a
government too weak and bankrupt to com-
mand respect at home or abroad. Many of
these letters contain so much unfamiliar and
minute detail that that they are of little inter-
est to any but the specialist in diplomatic
history, to whom they have long been avail-
able elsewhere.

Volume two extends from the reconciliation
of Adams and Jeflerson in 1812 to within a
few months of their deaths in 1826. In this
time Adams wrote two letters for every one
he received from Jefferzon, whose time was
occupied with the management of hiz planta-
tions, planning the University of Virginia, and
the burdens of an extensive correspondence.
Perhaps because Adams had more time for
reading. he seems more often to have initiated
the subjects discussed in their letters, Free of
the harassments and harangues of public office,
both men found these to be ripe and polden
vears, and their correspondence iz a vich rang-
ing over natural, moral, and political philos-
ophy. religion. education, history (particularly
of the Revolutionary era in Europe and Amer-
ica). and such contemporary occurrences as
they thought important or interesting, The in-
tellectual content and quality of these letters is
justly famous and the reader can not doubt the
greatness of the minds that produced them.
But they are more than intellectnal exercises,
for they are filled with warmth and humanity,
and the emotions are stirred by the grace,
serenity, amd quiet humer with which these
two old friends accepted the infirmities of old
age and anlicipated their ultimate end,

The editor’s introductory essaye, informa-
tive footnotes, and tramslationz of French,
Greek, and Latin quotations are a genuine help
to the reader. and the index i= adequate. In
his preface Dr. Cappon states that the edition
is intended primarily for the “zeneral reader,”
whoever that may be, [T the latter individual
can make it through the first volume, he will
find the zecond much more rewarding. [ sus-
pect thal many readers. both general and more
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specialized, will be content to vead the general
and chapter introductionz and scan a few of
l|'|-|3 |t,'ll|~r5 in rnh:rnr one, rhf:n examine volume
two with more care. At any tate, the profes-
sional historian will appreciate these two vol.
umes at least as much as the general reader,
for reading the entire correspondence in se-
quence increasez itz impact and reveals many
farels that might otherwise be overlooked,

RicHarp A. Ervey
State Historival Society of Wisconsin

The Urban Frontier: The Rise of Western
Cities, 1790-1830. By Ricaarn C. Wape,
iHarvard University Press, 1959. Pp, 360.
Biblingraphy. index. 26.00,)

This is an interesting and useful book. [t
seeks, in the words of the author, “to tell the
story of the first decades of the urban West.”
In doing this Profeszor Wade presents an ae.
count of the rise of five trans-Appalachian
Low ns—=t. Louis, Louist'i“i:, L!‘k[jlglal'l.. Cin-
cinnati, and Pitsburgh—from their founding
to 1830, The book consists of ten chapters, the
first s a general introduction, {our chapters
are then devoted to the period 1790-1815, an-
other four to the period between 1815 and
1820, and the study is concluded with an essay
on what the author calls the urban dimension
of Western life. The work 1s based on exten-
sive and thoughtful research. It describes in
vonsiderable detail the numerous problems en-
countered in the rapid, largely unplanned
erowth of these centers of population. and the
solutions that were worked out. [t also deals
pereeptively with political, economic. social,
and coltural aspects of these Tising Western
eilies,

We learn a great deal from Professor Wade
when he describes the growing pains of the
Western cities, but he is less helpful when he
secks to persuade us that there was something
called an “urban frontier” and an “urban
movement” in the early West. The opening
sentence of the book, “The towns were the
spearheads of the frontier,” impresses this re-
viewer as being a striking but quite emply
piece of rhetoric as is the declaration that a
“wedge of urbanism™ had been driven into the
“hackwoods™ (p. 35) or “Western life™ (p.
341). To say that by 1830 “the West had pro-
duced two types of society, one tural and one
uthan,” and that “the West was large enough
to contain both movements comfortahly,” 15, in
the context of the discussion, hoth to aversim-
plify and to suggest fundamental diflerences
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in attitndes and aspirations which, to the ex.
tent they existed, were not based exclusively
o p:J]_ILtI.utiﬂl:l 1]1':1;-:'1[_';. Hul l|'|r' aulh::r |r|'::||1--
ably dows not take himself too seriously in this
regard. He recognizes that town and country
were |'|m—-|'|].' interrelated and that the cities
were called into existence to serve their re-
spective communities, just as the exploitation
of the resources of the countryside reflected in
part the demands of the urban centers. In
emphasizing that the trans-Appalachian cities,
towns. and villages were a= much a part of the
westward movement as fur traders and [arm-
ers. the author has performed a useful service,

VERNON CARSTENSEN
University of Wisconsin

A Ticket to the Circus. By Crarves Puiue
Fox. (Superior Publishing Company. Seattle,
1959, Pp. 184, 810.040, )

In one senze. Mr, Fox's generic title is belied
by the specifically limiting scope of hiz latest
vontribution to the literature of the circus. The
subtitle, however, pointedly informs the reader
that this is a phumhm;.,raph!r of those “busy
brothers of Baraboo.” the ng]mﬂ'r-_ In an-
other interpretation the title rings as true as
the tenl stake squarely smitten by the sledge,
for the intimate story of Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Greatest Show on Earth is in-
deed, by extended example, an introduction to
the whole subject of the circus,

The author, with avocational penchants for
phnmgrapil}' and 'wriling—snri for the cirens
—and with management experience from an
early career in commerce and industry, has
realized the fulfillment of every boy's dream
to “run away with the circus.” Recently re-
tired from the business wnr!d_. Mr. Fox has
undertaken the full-time direction and manage-
ment of the Cireus World Museum at Baraboo,
Wisconsin, where the circus of history and the
living circus are happily espoused,

This iz indeed a pictorial work, for two.
thirds of the book graphically record the his-
torvy and the daily life of the “Big One,” the
circuzs created by the Ringling brothers,
Drawing upon some fifty zources for graphic
materials, Mr. Fox has provided a singular
service in distillative collation to present a
warm and spirited picture of the ?i\'es and
works of the Ringllngﬁ, ﬂnﬂ I'.Il'TlI:'i'._ of the life
and work of the circus itzell. The large contri-
butionz from the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin's holdings of historical photoprints
and from its zeveral special resources. such as
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the Howland and the Atwell collections. point
up the value and utility of a centralized archive
of eircus historical materialz. Fine photo-
graphs detailing cireus logistics—iransporta:
tion, quartering, and supplies—come mostly
from Mr, Fox's own camera,

Picture hook nnlwiﬂl.r-lmu{ju;:. A Ticket to
the Circus offers an appreciatively solid text
of 55,0000 words, thirty per cent of which ap-

ear as quolations, bul for rogent reasons,
“Mr. John” Ringling’s 1919 article in the
American Magazine on the philosophy and
spiril behind his show, and a 1947 Feortune
article on circus logistics are both lengthily
reprinted, a fact that may be excused on the
gr::und& that both articles 84y Very well what
could only with considerable difficulty he bet-
ter expressed in condensation or paraphrase,
Another 10,000 words testify to the indelatig-
able foot-work and door-bell ringing of Mr,
Fox in running down and interviewing some
fortv-odd performers and cireus workingmen,
three of whom were nonagenarians who had
taken part in Ringling’s first performance in
1884,

It appears from thiz book, as well as from
mozl works on the subject, that there are—like
niirﬁ'r “"f'nflﬂ" Hﬂlm[:ﬁ. 1]1"'.1": JUI'"IF ﬂ]“‘l II'lTI"l"
Thomases—three circuses, There is the circus
of circus people themselves, There is the circus
of the spectator, to whom the actual perform-
ance in its totality of impressions to the zenses,
is the cirens, and who knows little or nothing,
nor cares, about the other twenty-odd hours
that make up the circus day. Then there is the
circuz of Mr. Fox and of all other cireus bufls,
whether historianz, fans, model builders, mini-
glure ecireus owners, or even such unusual
studentz az the representatives of Kaiser Wil-
helm's Army high command who visited Amer-
ica to obhserve how to move, quarter, and feed
the foree of regimental strength that was the
greal itinerant tented circus of the past. To
most of these devotees all bar the actual per-
formance iz the circus. Their fare is manage-
ment, advertising, transportation, parades, tent
poles and canvas, the working and performing
stork animals, equipment, and what goes on in
winter quarters, This book then, in a way, may
be the proper complement to the spectator’s cir-
ruz of the three-hour performance: here are
accounted the hours of the remainder of the
dayv in the life of the circus. Mr. Fox makes
no bones about it. He admittedly slosses over
that phasze of the story of the vircus dealing
with the 'FJI'T'FI'IT]‘I!I.HI‘.I{'I!‘ and the artists, puinting
out that these matters are covered elsewhere in
a voluminous literature, albeit widely scattered
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and difficult of location,

This relatively slim m]um[z_ of big-hook for-
mal (81 x 104G in.), is adequately if some.
what loosely hcrumL colorfully jacketed, and
well proofed, with but few typographical er-
rors, Among the latter, of course, is the peren.
nially whiquitous matter of the spelling of the
name of the circus family Parson (no ultimate
"L vontemporaries of the Ringlings. whose
atory will be revealed one dav by Wisconzin's
own “Mr, Cirruz,"” John M, Krl]t'_'.' ol Baraboo.

Mr, Fox's style is pellucid, vigorous, easy to
read; his title iz appropriate; his book is won-
I{E"rfu“} informative, We shall look forward 1o
hiz next effort, A Pictorial History of Perjorm.
ing Horses, scheduled [or release by this same
|r|:||||i.=.!:|1'r al mir]-];'rﬂr.

Jony W, Wixnx

Fhe Stare Historical Society of Wisconsin

The American Ir'n'}' u‘.-l||r L:'_ff' in Stark Cownty.
(Mio, 1917-195%, By Epwarp THoRxTON
Hearw, ( The Seark {-'rlltrli_}' Stary. Vol IV Part
LIL Stark County Historical Society, Canton,
Ohio, 1959, Pp. xvi. 1065, $11.00.)

This valume is one of an impressive series
concerned with the history of Stark County,
Ohio. The county is not an unusual ene in any
particular respect, It has evolved into a bal-
anced mixture of industry and agriculture,
urban-suburban and rural living. But its his.
tory speaks well for the nation, since the pages

BOOK BREVIEWS:
Beitzinger., Edward €. Ryvan, Lion of the Lo

I,

reviewed by Frederick I, Olson ... .. ...

of this book and the earlier ones reveal at the
local level the fortitude and frustrations of in-
dividuals who literally made one small segment
of the United States,

Edward T, Heald iz a former YMCA execu-
tive who turned to history with serious dili-
gence after his retirement. He went back 1o
college for additional training and a Master's
da,grw in history. As Stark Lnum} historian
and a leading light in the county historical
society. he has turned a county’s attention to
its history as few men in the country have heen
able 1o do.

(e of the methods which Mre, Heald wsed
was a weekly radio program dealing with im-
portant historical events in the county. What
started out as a =mall but interesting idea
ended up as a large and significant project—
A3 seripts turned into seven books of county
history, As volume IV, Part 111 this is the
final book in the series, bringing the story up
to date and scanning the recent life of the
vounty in all its facets. Encyclopedic in con-
tent and comprehensive in scope, it can be read
as hiztory and uwsed as encyclopedia, Tt is a
fine tribute to the county it pictures and an
enduring monument to itz author who had the
vision and the strength to let others see the
wonderful things in the history of Stark
County,

Lestie H, Fisuer, Jr.

Stute Historical Society
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Manuscripts

Services for minrnﬁ|mi;|g and |i|'||'_|1|;||_c1.11_i:|1g all

but certain restricted items in its manuscripts

collections are provided by the Society. For

detnils write Dr, Josephine L. Harper, Head,
Maps and Manuscripts Section.

An important addition to the Society’s hold.
ings are the records of the Wisconsin Depart.
ment of the American Legion which have
recently been arranged, inventoried, and cata.
loged. Mr. Robert Wilkie, Department Adju-
tant, acting on behalf of the Legion, agreed to
th" ill‘.l |.'|-|'.ITI.EI|II1'|." ﬂ" [lrlr:-rr\"inE jhﬁﬁ Ti“'nfd& ﬂnd
extended the organization’s Tullest co-operation
to Society stafl members who surveyved and
selected those files of greatest historical im-
portance, In addition to the files placed in the
Society’s care, Mr. Wilkie made arrangements
for the Society to be placed on the Legion's
mailing list so that all important announce-
ments, programs, and records of activilies are
reeeived periodically; in addition, provisions
were also made for the mit'rnmming of Tecords
of historical importance which the American
Legion feels must remain at its headquarters
in Milwaukee.

rl‘h!' Amt‘rit‘an I.l'.giﬂrl PEI'H_":TS I"I_I'l'l'enli':‘" -
sist of fiftv-two boxes. The subject groupings of
the ariginal files were maintained while the rec.
ords themselves were placed in chronologicsl
order within these groupings. A wide range of
interests and activities is refllected in the files,
and a wealth of material bearing on the Le.
gion's attitudez and actions concerning social,
civie, and political developments in Wisconsin
and the nation will be preserved for future
scholars and historians. The subject heading
of each file group with a briel deseription of
their content is as follows:

Ceneral Files, 1919, 1924-1956. Correspond-
ence, telegrams, mimeographed material
concerning service and child welfare, natural-
ization, immigration, political questions, uni-
versal military training. wveleran assistance,
national defensze. and other mizcellaneous sub-
jects of interest to the Legion.

Post Department Files, 1919-1956. Corre-
spondence, reports, telegrams relative to the
establishment of prosls, transfers of member-
ship, delegates 1o state conventions, national
defense, sportz, and rehgmu,_ programs.

Penstons and Compensation File, 19441946,
Ledger consisting of names of veterans, ad-
dresses, designation whether World War T or
Il veteran, class of pension or compensation,
and amount of pension or compensation given
to veteran.
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Public Relations Files, 1941-1955. Corre:
spondence pertaining mostly to the American
Legion organ, the Bodger Legionnaire, also on
Camp American Legion and the Grand Army
Home; mimeographed copies of speeches on
national defense and radio seripts on assistance
to veterans, Armistice day, and universal mili-
tary training; mimeographed reports on the
Junior Basehall Program, minutes of the Pub.
lic Relations Commission, and the Children's
Heritage Program. These files also contain
material on  subwersive activities ( Wonthly
Summary of Trends and Developments and
mimeographed specches), See also: Subversive
Files,

Cﬂmp .-‘fmf:rr'n,"ur: .Irﬂ"g]'.-ﬂﬂ F”’T", 1924_}!}55-
Correspondence and mimeographed reports
concerning the lease of the camp land from the
state, purchase and inventory of equipment,
establishment of the Reereation Camp and
other aspects of this program.

Badger Boys State File, 1939-1954. Corre-
spondence and mimeographed material per-
taining to the annual organization of Boys
State including attendance rosters, reports of
annual meetings, reports of andits and rosters
of officers and staffs,

Special Projects File, 1925-1956, The
greater parl of these papers relates to the Ree-
reation Camp established adjacent to Camp
American Legion.

Permanent Home File, 1948-1952. Corre.
spondence and telegrams regarding lease of
department office space, necessity for finding
a permanent home for the Legion, investiga-
tion of sites in Appleton, Portage, Eau Claire,
Fond du Lae, Beaver Dam. Oshkozh. and Madi:
gon; temporary lease in Milwaukee:; and pur-
chase of a permanent site in Milwaukee.

Senators and Representatives File, 1943
1954, Correspondence and telegrams to and
from congressional senators and representa-
tives regarding universal military training. ap-
propriations for Veterans Employment Service,
Mundt Bill to combat communizm, National
Drefensze act, Nixon banquet honoring his fight
against communism. and other political issues.

Veterans ”rgunr';uf!‘ﬂns File, 19251954,
Correspondence to and from other velerans or-
ganizations concerning mutual interests and
activitics,

Other Organizations Fife, 1938, 1940-1943,
1945-1954. Correspondence from and to other
organizations ﬁrrkm[_f Co- opPrahnn of the
American Legion in community service p'rc-_]-
cots, fund-raising drives, and other activities



ACCESSIONS

Subversive File, 1936-1939, 1941, 1941
1945, Correspondence, telegrams, and mimeo-
graphed material relative to subversive activi-
tiez; correspondence regarding reported com-
munistic activities; mimeographed and printed
speeches distributed by the National Depant-
ment of the American Legion:; mimeographed
reports of the Anti-Subversive Committee,
Americanism Committee, and other miscel-
laneous pamphlets and materials.

Wisconsin Feteraons Council, 1943-7933.
The Wisconsin Veterans Council is made up
of a representative from each of the following
velerans organizations: United Spanish War
Veterans, American Legion, Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, the
Army and Navy Union, and Military Order
of the Purple Heart, and was created for the
purpose of co.ordinating veterans' aclivilies.
The papers consist of general correspondence
and telegrams, mimeographed minutes of
Council ?ﬂi!(‘.liﬂp{!&. roster of members and con-
stitution and by-laws. The files pertain mainly
to the securing of benehis for veterans.

I addition to the above manuscripts, micro-
film l"i]Pil"S of the [JH.N.'I:L'I.“IIEE of the annual
conventions, 1920-1959, apd numerous com-
mittee meetings are available,

O particular interest to both local hislorians
and students of national politics is the acees-
sioning of the papers of Charles E. Broughton,
widc]y known editor of the Sheboygan Press.
Broughton's newspaper career extended over
a period of forty-four years. and his papers
rellect a Wisconsin liberal editor’s stand upon
a great variely of issues and debates that in-
clude, to mention only a few, his opposition to
]1rn|'|il15tin|1 and his |}u!1|51* debates with the
Reverend Robert Gordon, 1929-1933; the
problems of the Wisconsin cheese market and
hearings on charges of price fixing in connec-
tion with the Farmers Call Board of Plyvmouth,
19311933 his role in the development of the
Horicon Marsh and Sheboygan Marsh: and
the fight aver pollution in the state, 19301949,

Locally Broughton was an important influ-
ence on his community. He was responsible
'ﬂr II'_H'| [ﬂ[lnd:ini'_r HE I.I'Il" F’I'I{"‘l:]"!.":!ﬂn‘ﬁ Ki:][]i{‘ﬁ
Camp for underprivileged children, the
YMCA, and the Safe Riders Club. He f-
nanced conservation awards to 4-H clulk mem-
bers and Boy Seouls, opposed stream pollution,
and supported the development of Horicon
Marsh for public nse.

Politically his influence extended bevond
his own community. An active Democrat, he
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was National Committeeman from Wisconzin
from 1932-1941 and several times was men-
tioned az a possible candidate for governor
or senutor. His correspondence includes letters
from many prominent personalities and poli-
ticians including Franklin D, Roosevelt, Eu-
gene Debs. Cordell Hull, Averill Harriman,
and many others. The colleclion, which was
danated by Mr, Broughton, consists of fourteen
boxes and fourteen volumes of scrapbooks and
covers the vears 1916-1953.

Other accessions include the papers, ca.
1825-1957. of George Chindahl, circus hobby-
ist, including correspondenee, 1942-1957, clip-
pings, 18251957, circus route books, notes
for and manuscript of History of the Circus in
Ameriea, and other materials pertaining to
the circus, presented by Reverend and Mrs,
George Greene, Pass-a-Grille, Florida: papers,
1763-1884, of Nathaniel Cushing, Penbroke,
Massachuzetts manufacturer and merchant,
consisting of correspondence with lamily mem.
bers and businessmen relative to his business
interests, receipts, accounts, deeds, wills, and
other mizcellancous materials, presented by
David Clark Everest. Wausau: manuscript let-
ter dated July 29, 1859, from Abraham Lin-
coln to N.B, Dodson in which Lincoln declines
an invilation to deliver an address at Morris,
IMinois, presented by Mrs. Foreman LeBold,
Chicago: manuseript railroad timetable dated
May 6, 1904, listing train schedules, engineers,
conductors, and other miscellaneous informa-
tion relative to the Southern Division of the
Wisconsin Central Railway, presented by Roy
L. Martin, Rock Island, IMlinciz; record of
wedding guests and gifts received by Florence
Durand Patton of Milwankee, November 8,
1899, presented by W. Norman Fitzgerald,
Milwaukee; mizscellancous papers, 1916-1926,
of Thorstein Velben, economist, including cor-
tespondence, manuseript poem in Norwegian,
bills, receipts, and other materials, prezented
by Mre. Henry Koyer, Fisher, Tllinois: doeu-
ment, April &, 1861, appointing H. A, You-
mans to represent the State Medical Society of
Wisconsin at the annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Medical Society in Chicago, deposited by
John B. Youmans., Washington, D.C.

M.F.
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Museum

Accessions to the Museum seem to follow a
eyclical pattern. marked by the observably
large proportion of one type of material do-
pated during a given period. Often this phe-
nomenon is related to a specific activity such
as the opening of a new installation—the Cir-
vus Warld Museum, for example—or a Wom-
en's Auxiliary exhibit. More [requently there
iz no discermible reason for the influx of many
donations in a particular category from various
sources, Thus the last accessions period is
featured by the donation of many uniforms
and other articles of military interest,

From Mrs, C. Maxwell Dieflenbach, Glen.
dale, Ohio, we have received a number of
WWII uniforms worn by her father, General
Carl R. Gray, as a colonel and general in the
Military Hailway Corps. Also donated were
a pair of military telephones, a field desk, a
a Mauser automalic pistol, ten identification
maodels of American naval vessels, and a col-
lection of American medals and decorations.
Non-military items in the donation include a
sizgeable collection of railroad memorabilia des.
ignated for the proposed National Railroad
Museum. a group of costume uniforms, and a
f]l‘ﬁh HI“.I L‘I‘Lﬂil’.

Fromm Mr. Phillip La Follette, Madison,
former Governor of Wisconsin, the Museum
has received a number of WWI and WWII
uniforms. an 1873 Springﬁ-ﬂltl rifle, and a
WWI German saber, In addition. Mr. La Fol-
lette donated a sofa and a soup tureen from the
La Follette homestead, and banners of the Na-
tional Progressive Party.

Mr. James Navsmith, Evansville, donated
the WWII uniforms of his son, Lt Com-
mander Stanley Navsmith, Mrs, Earl Brass-
ington, Madison, iz the donor of a WWI uni-
form as well as a pair of bearskin miltens,
From the Flint Estate, Madizon, we received
a complete YMCA woman worker’s uniform
of WWI date. a collection of L. 5. Army cap
insignia. shoulder sleeve insignia. insignia of
arade and service, and uniform huttons,

From Miss Laura B, Borwell, Madizon, the
Muzeum received a woman worker's cape and
hat. worn during WWI, and Mr. H. J. Ho-
mann, Rockford, [llinois, donaled cap insignia
of the same period. Mr. Thomas J. Kingsley,
Tacoma. Washington. gave a complete Ma-
rine’s dress uniform of 1905, consisting of a
blouse, trousers, coat, cape, and cap, all in ex-
cellent condition.

Circuz memorabilia ranked second in nume
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hET Df Hl.'qui!-iiliun:‘, ﬂlan}' H[ “'IIE""I'I AT Ty
on display at the Circus World Muoseum at
Baraboo. Mr. Charlez P. Fox, Ovonomowoe,
and Mr. John M. Kelley, Baraboo. ave the
donors of carved and yilrlrl] side [Jam_"[s from
a circus cage wagon, Mr. Fox also donated a
Mother {roase float, formerly with the Barmum
& Bailey Circus. Another Eair}'-tu}e Hoat, the
fNd Woman in the Shoe, alzo from Barnum &
Bailev, was given by Roland K. Wilde, Mil-
waukee, From Mre. Ed. Alexander, Harahm,
we received a Forepaugh & Sells bagoage
wagon,

Mr. ﬂf‘orgr W. f.:]l:l‘iail.}'+ South Houston,
Texas, is the donor of a CAEE W Zor from the
Christy Brothers Circus, Miss Marvy N. Roe-
buck iz the donor of a rare Tom Thumb souve-
nir medal, Cireus |:|n|:'J."|‘url!'li.'r:a1 p:ru:rperli:.-'.-_: have
been donated by the following individuals: a
balancing globe, Walter Jennier. Peru. Indi-
ana; two teeterboards and other acrobats”
props, W. G. Schultz, Madizon: aerialiats’
shoes and rigging, Mr. James Benardis. Bar-
aboo, Wisconsing a lion-tamer’s chair, Mr.
Eddie Kunz. Cristiana Brothers Circus: dog
and pony show equipment. Mrs. Albert Sigs-
]BEE" Milwaukrf; a t'iﬂ.!l,l!‘_i 1'uw}_:-:_1:|.' costume
worn by Fred “Cap” Collier, Mrz, Rose Caol-
licr, Janesville; and juggling props used and
donated by Mr, Art Ahrensmever, Madizon,

Of SIJEL‘ial interezt, also, are a number of
items received in commemoration of the open-
ing of the Circus World Muzeum, Mr, Peter
H. Lindemann, Sheboygan, onetime circus per-
former and owner-manager of the Seils-Ster-
ling Circus, out of Sheboygan, presented an
exacl scale model of the well-known band wag-
on featured during the final vears of the show's
existence.

Among the circus performers appearing in
Haraboo for the occasion of the opening were
Los Larabees | Lucky and Joni). Schiller Park,
inois, who oot only contributed their talents
during the celebration, but also donated a fine
example of the Argentine bullwhip used in
their act. Mr, and Mrs, Walter E, Dick, Wau-
kesha, marked the opening with the gift of «
selection of the famouz “Humpty-Dumpty™
articulated toy cireus figures, Mr, M., G, Gor-
row. Appleton, memorialized the annual con.
vention of the Circus Historical Society at
Baraboo last summer with the donation of the
uniform Cap worn ].:l].' Lamimzi:ill*:r Merle Evans
on the Ringling Show during the 1943 zeason,

Mrs. R. T. Connahble, Madison, has donated
women's clothing and various items of needle-
work. Miss Eloise f‘.uu]ry. Madizon, gave three
dresses, fans, tapestry piecez, and a napkin
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rin’_:, From Mre, A, ). Gafke, Fi. Atkinzon,
we received men's and women’s clothing and
a pair of wooden shoes. Miss Louise Elser,
Beaver Dam, gave an 1892 man’s wedding suit.
Miss Dorothy Park, of the State Historical So-
ciely staff, zave a clown masquerade costume.
Another clown costume, a camera, and men's
clothing were received from the C. M. Jansky
Estate, Madison, Mrs. 0, H, Wonn. Verona,
gave a dress, Other donations include: a pair
of brass Englizh candlesticks, Mr. A, T. Weav-
er, Madizon; a plague in commemoration of
the seventy-fifth hirthday of ex-President
Harry 8. Truman, Governor Gaylord Nelson: a
hand-carved miniature elephant, Miss Marie
Bliss, Madizon; a doll bugzy, Miss Agnes Mel-
enting, Madison: a bearskin carriage robe,
Mrs. Robert E. Friend, Hartland; a scale-
model locomotive and tender, Gerald Holtzman,
Fond du Lac; a 1924 portable typewriter. Mrs.
Hattie Davis, Madison; a kerosene magic lan-
tern, Mrs. Agnes Hole, Madison: a silk quilt
and a hand-woven bedspread. the Misses
Anne and Elizabeth Young, Claremont. Cali-
fornia; a souvenir gavel, Frederic March,
New York City: a band-made door lock and
key. dating from about 1845, Dr. A. H. Col-
le.l, Furtz:p;r,

From the Electrical Engineering Depart.
ment of the University of Wisconsin we have
received six electric and gas street lamps used
on the campus about 1900, Professor Glenn
Sonnedecker. Madison, donated three pairs af
gpectacles, Mr., and Mrs, John Northey, Sr.
Sullivan, have donated an early mechanical
varuum cleaner, Mr, Fred 'I-J'Io-mpsl:ru. Ill=-
worth, gave a trapper’s hide-seraper, and Mr.
H. R, Blomberg. {‘remir& donated two animal
traps, Mrs, H. Scodder Mekeel, Madison, is
the donor of two fine oil poriraits. an iron-
stone platter, and a costume dress and zhoes,
Mrs, Max Gene Nohl, Milwaukee, Eave 8 wom-
an’s dress. Misz Laura E. Burmeister, Pasa.
dena, California, donated a  hone-handled
knife, fork, and spoon. women': clothing.
men's hals, children's games, and a British and
Canadian Hag, From Mrs. Paul Hammersmith,
Milwaukee, the Museum acquired a horn egg
spoon, a bone brooch, a baby carrier, and
equipment for fancywork, The €. A, Devine
Estate, Madizon. is the domor of 42 and 45
star United States flags and numerous items
of women's and children’s clothing of the
1850’2-1860's,

Mr. John Kraus, Cleveland, has donated an
interesting cure-all device known as the *Oxy-
gi'imtnr." DT. HL"‘II"“ El:lknﬂ]?. Pi"'ﬂ:flukft‘. gEave
a =urvevor's compass made in 1790, Mr. Rich-
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ard W, Kuehe, Madizon, donated a Nazi youth
dagger.

From Mrs. A. L. May, Madison, the Mu-
2EUI :rl:"f.'l'it'l'l:i i I.Fi“ﬂ“' U[ Hh“‘\lt 13?5, ?\"r&,
0. 5. Syfwestad, Madison, has presented two
yvoung lady's fanz of about 1910, a pen, and
a butlon-hole scissors. A guitar, dating from
1865, used by Julius Shadaver, haz been pre-
gented by his daughter, Miss Rose Shadauer,
Madison, The Misses Elizabeth and Josephine
King, Madizon, have donated a hooked rug,
a flannel slip. and a baby dress, all dating from
the 18607,

From Mr. and Mrs, Lawrence E. Norem of
Hubbard Woods, 1llinois, the Museum has re-
ceived a watch chain, a Notary Public seal,
and a badge of the Christian Commission,
1865; and from the zame donors, two trunks
full of clothing of the 1860-1870 and 1800
periods, totaling some 120 individual items,
all from the prominemt Wisconzin families of
Pettibone and Peabody.

Mrs. Harold A. Engle, Madison, has do-
nated a doll trunk, a chamber-pat cover, a pil-
low cover, and a child’s sadiron. From Mrs,
D. C. Roberts. Madison, we have received a
woman's blouse, Mr. Warren Bach. Manito-
wor, president of the Tsaae Walton League of
America, has donated two Charles E. Brough-
ton Award Medals. presented by the League
to individuals for outstanding work in the field
of conservation. Mrs, George F. Sieker. Madi-
son, has given a MacArthur plate. From Mrs,
Ralph Jacobs, Werona, the Museum has re-
ceivedd a sewing kit or “housewile” used by
the late H, H. Jacobs of Milwaukee when he
wags Chaplain of the dth Wisconsin Regiment
during the Spanish-American War,

In response to advertisement for an item
needed o complete the ﬂm:irt‘y's new Twen-
ticth Century Gallery, Mrs. Mary LaFlash,
Madizon. has donated a player piano and
bench. From Miss Irene Viek, Madison, we
have received an 1875 period lady's pen and
case. Miss Dorothy Jane Cooley, Madizon, has
donated a white sheer wool dress bvlnnging Lo
her mother. Mrs. Ruth Esser has given a pair
of zkates and a book.

Supplementary articles of military interes|
received have been a complete US Marine uni-
form and a Nawval hospital blanket from Me.
Thomas J. Kingsley of Tacoma, Washington,
and an additional gift from Mr. Philip La Fol.
lette, Madizon, of a WWII US Army field desk

and chair.
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Eant. W. Havren was born in Ohio
and reared in North Dakota on a
homestead. He received his BAL
from the University of Nebraska, his
M.A. from the University of North
Dakota, and his Ph,D. from North-
weslarn I_!l‘li'rPhti.!!u. Hiru'l’ 1936 |'||'
has  been  professor  of histery  at
Northern Illinoks University in De
kalb, His field of research hos been mainly in agri-
eiwliural |:|_I;l|a_|r!.' {rom 'Il'l!"_bﬂ—'I:'-!‘;ll'llI nqpﬂ'inﬂ}' in the
problems which contributed to the many protest move-
mentz which arose during this period. In the past
pwenty-five vears he has published a number of stadies
in the stote historieal journals of lowa, linots, Ohio,
and Michigan, ns well as in dgriculmral History and
the Mississippi Valley Historical Review. During the
aymmer of 1959, Mr. Havter was co-ordinator of an
eleven-week European Seminar, four weeks of which
were spent al Oxford and the remainder in touring
the Continent. Hecently he donated to the Archives
of the University of Wyoming an important collection
of sources amassed in the course of an extended =tudy
of the rise and development of the barbed wire in-
dustry.

Enwarn P, Avexamper, & former di-
rector of the Seciety and editor of
this magazine from 1941 to 1946,
nesls oo introduction to Wisconsin-
ites, Born in Keokuk, Towa, and
ratsed in Centerville, Towa, where he
was gradusted from the public
schools, Mr. Alexander received the
A.B. degree in 1928 from Drake Uni-
versity and thereafter tnught histary in Corning, lowa,
and Faribault. Minnesota, while earning his M.A,
{rom the University of Towa. He was then awarded a
Lydia HRoberts Fellowship at Columbia University
where in 1938 he received his PhD. in American
History. In 1934 he was named Director of the New
York Historical Association ot Ticonderoga and soon
served #leo az State Supervisor of the Historical Hee-
ords Survey of MNew York State. In 1938 he moved to
Conperstown to establish 0 new central guarters mu-
seum for the Association, In 1941 he became Director
of the State Historical Socicty of Wisconsin where he
remained until 1946 when he was appointed Director
it |ntcrpr{=tati_n||_ | andd Il‘lt‘l:l Viee President) of Colo-
nial Williamsburg in Virginia where he now makes
his home, A leader in the movement to teach history
by the use of three-dimensional materials, Mr. Alex-
ander has served as President of the American Asso-
ciation for State and Local History and as a member
al its Council ]1r'|[|-nr] dl:\'r]-r_.p the magazine American
Heritame, Sinee 1957 he has been President of the
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American Association of Muzeums, iz 4 Fellow of the
Rochester Museum of Fine Arts, and in 1958 deliv.
ered the Lewis Cass Lecture at the Detroit Historical
Museum. The Alexanders have three children: Alice
Anne i5 teaching in Seotland while completing her
work at the University of Edinburgh; John Thorndike
i5 & junior at Weslevan University in Middletown,
Connecticut: and Mary Sheron is a ninth grader a
iuluﬂt Blair Hi|.|:|| 5|'I|nu], u"illiurmqlrurg.

Paxtox Hanr, a resident of Illinois,
did his undergraduate work at Alle-
gheny College (DA 1954), and his
graduate work at Colgate University
from which he obtained his Master’s
degres in 1956, He tanght English at
Colgate and in several Lranches of
the Chicago City Junior College he-
fore  joining the editorial staff of
Seatt, Foresman and Company, the Chicago texthook
publishing firm. A Quaker, Mr. Hart shares the
Friends' traditional concern for American Indians.
His article in this issue, giving the background of the
establishment of the state’s newest county, has grown
ot of hiz experiences as chairman of a Mepomines
Indian Study Committes cosponsored by the Chicago
offices of the American Friends Serviee Committes
and the Friends Committee on National Legislation.
Mr. Hart reviews books on Indian affairs for The
Chicage fewizh Forum and devotes most of his spare
Lime (11 s,q.lll.:]}'illg !|1e' A mericni [I!ldi.itn. |.la|'|!i1'|]|ft|]}
those of Wisconsin,

Repowen 1. Vecory born and raised
in Wallingford, deserilbes himself as
a Connecticut Yankee of the lattee-
day variety, After =ervice in the Navy
he attended the University of Con-
necticut (B.AL, 19500, and the fol
lowing year received his NLA. from
the University of Pennsylvania. For
erveral yeurs he was connected with
the Department of State in Washington before decid-
ing to return to graduate study at the University of
Wisconsin, He has been an instructor in history at
Ohio State University and in the coming sutumn will
lecome a member of the history faculty of Pennayl-
vanin State College. At presemt Mr. Vecoli holds a
Social Science Research Fellowship for the comple.
tion of his dissertation, & study of Italian immigrants
in Chicago.

For bingraphical information on Perer T. Hanstap

gee the Winter, 1950-10%0, i=ue of the Fisconsin
Magazine of History.
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Stonefield

Advise your friends to see

Circus World Museum

Wisconsin’s Historic Sites

VILLA LOoUIE—the “Houze on the Mound"™ home of Herou-
les Dousman, Wisconsin’s first millionnire and early fur
tirader, site of Old Fort Crawford. & beautiful Vietorinn
mansion furnished with fne antiques and art objects, sur-
rounded by spacious grounds, auxiliary buildings, remains
of military fort, and fascinating museum. Located on Mis-
sissippi Hiver at Prairie do Chien, Qpen to November 1,
9:00 A to 5200 por. daeily, Pienie tables available,

STOMEFIELD FARM AND CRAFT MUSEUM—the home, estate,
and farm buildings of Nelson Dewey, Wisconsin's first goy-
ernor. The restored home tells the story of the lide of a
phoneer lawyer and plantation ewrier. The builldings include
wing cellar, smoke house, stone barn, Farm and craft
museum depicts development of mechanioed sgricalture.
In construction is “Village of 1800"s" In Nolson Dewey
State Park just north of Cassville. Open to November 1,
9:00 x.ar to 5:00 pou. duily.

OLD WADE HOUSE—Historic stageconch inn of the early
nineteenth century, on old plank rond between Shebovgan
and Fond du Lac, One of Wisconsin's architectural gema,
0ld Wede House and its companion, Butternut House,
contain much of their original furniture and furnishings,
Picnic tables avnilable. Located st the head of Ketils
Moraine State Park in Greenbush, Open to Novembor 1,
800 A o 5200 p.61 daily.

CIRCUS WORLD MUSEUM—in lﬁuildln[:! and prounds once
used by Hing]mg Brothers as winter quarters. Gorgeous
rul]brtmn of circus wagons, mergentoes of daredeyil acts of
great circus performers, s fvecar eircus troin, world's
largest mininture circus, trained animals and wild animal
menagerie, replica of sideshow of nineteenth century, free
show daily, At Baraboo, Wiseonsin, Open through October
16, 900 and, w 6:00 po dably; to %00 pA. Satucday
and Sunday in July and August.

Operated By
The State Historical Society of Wisconsin

Adminsion, adults T5¢; childran under 12, 15¢
Members and Junior Historians free



To promole a wider appreciation

Tie Prpess < (s ey os oo
of this  collection, advancement,
Society shall be | o' vicrory of Wisconsin

and of the Middle West.

Becand elasa posiage pald
at Madison, "jl"ll.
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